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Chapter 1 – Understanding Diversity
Question 1: Draw up a list of the different festivals celebrated in your locality. Which of these celebrations are shared
by members of different regional and religious communities?
Answer: This question cannot have one correct response. First of all, make a list of all the festivals celebrated in your
locality. Then, speak to the members of your locality to find the similarity in these festivals with respect to the members
of different regional and religious communities.
Question 2: What do you think living in India with its rich heritage of diversity adds to your life?
Answer: To know and experience the geographical, biological, political, social and cultural diversity of India adds value to
one’s life. The variety that surrounds us helps us develop, and become tolerant towards difference. Coming into contact
with different individuals representing different points of view—in terms of religion, region, language and tradition—
broadens one’s understanding of the self and the other.
Question 3: Do you think the term “unity in diversity” is an appropriate term to describe India? What do you think
Nehru is trying to say about Indian unity in the sentence quoted above from his book The Discovery of India?
Answer: India is a land of much diversity. Though this diversity is often a cause for several internal differences and
squabbles, the sense of being ‘Indian’ overrides and dominates the differences, rising like a phoenix from the ashes of
difference. What Nehru is trying to say is that the idea of ‘Indian unity’ is not something imposed from outside, though
at first sight this may seem to be the case. He says that the ‘Indianness’, the spirit of oneness is something that comes
from within. This spirit of oneness is tolerant and accommodating; this is the spirit that enabled India to attain its diverse
character.
Question 4: Underline the line in the poem sung after the Jallianwalla massacre, which according to you, reflects
India’s essential unity.
Answer:The blood of Hindus and Muslims flows together today
Question 5: Choose another region in India and do a similar study of the historical and geographical factors that
influence the diversity found there. Are these historical and geographical factors connected to each other? How?
Answer: Apart from geographical factors, choose a region that has a rich historical diversity. Then, try and find the
linkages between these factors. Once you are able to form linkages, you would be able to find the reasons for the same.
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Chapter 2 – Diversity and Discrimination
Question 1: Match the following statements in a way that challenges stereotypes.
a. Two surgeons were sitting down to lunch when 1. Suffers from chronic asthma.
one of them made a call on the mobile phone
b. The boy who won the drawing competition
2. To become an astronaut which she did.
went to the dais
c. One of the fastest athletes in the world
3. To speak with her daughter who had
just returned from school.
d. She was not that well-off but had a dream
4. on a wheelchair to collect his prize.
Answer:
a. Two surgeons were sitting down to lunch when 3. To speak with her daughter who had
one of them made a call on the mobile phone
just returned from school.
b. The boy who won the drawing competition
4. on a wheelchair to collect his prize.
went to the dais
c. One of the fastest athletes in the world
1. Suffers from chronic asthma.
d. She was not that well-off but had a dream
2. To become an astronaut which she did.
Question 2: How can the stereotype that girls are a burden on their parents affect the life of a daughter?
Imagine this situation and list at least five different effects that this stereotype can have on the way
daughters get treated in the house.
Answer: The ways in which the stereotype that girls are a burden on their parents affects the life of a
daughter:






She does not have access to quality education.
She does not have access to proper healthcare and nutrition.
The chances of her becoming an independent and self-reliant individual are minimal.
Her morale and self respect as an individual are affected.
It has now come to the point that she herself has begun to believe in the prejudices and stereotypes
that have shaped her life so far.

Question 3: What does the Constitution say with regard to equality? Why do you think it is important for all
people to be equal?
Answer: The framers of the Indian Constitution set out a vision in the Constitution to ensure that all the
people of India are considered equal. This equality of all persons is seen as a key value that unites us all as
Indians. Everyone has equal rights and opportunities. Untouchability is seen as a crime and has been legally
abolished by law. People are free to choose the kind of work they wish to do. Government jobs are available
to all people. In addition, the Constitution has also placed responsibility on the government to take specific
steps to realize this right to equality for poor and other marginal communities.
It is important for all people to be equal because the right to equality is a birthright. All men and women are
born free.
https://www.edufever.com/
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Question 4: Sometimes people make prejudiced comments in our presence. We are often not in a position
to do anything about this because it is difficult to say something right then and there. Divide the class into
groups and each group discuss what they could do in one of the following situations:
(a) A friend begins to tease a classmate because he is poor.
(b) You are watching TV with your family and one of them makes a prejudicial comment about a particular
religious community.
(c) Children in your class refuse to share their food with a particular person because they think she is dirty.
(d) Someone tells you a joke that makes fun of a community because of their accent.
(e) Some boys make remarks about girls not being able to play games as well as them.
Discuss in class what the different groups have suggested for the above situations, and also talk about the
problems that can come up when raising the issue.
Answer: Most of us would have come across one or the other situation mentioned in the question. After you
have formed groups, ensure that each member of the group gets a chance to speak and that the discussion is
carried out cordially. The most important part is for each group to reach a proper conclusion with respect to
each situation.
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Chapter 3 – What is Government?
Question 1: What do you understand by the word ‘government’? List five ways in which you think the
government affects your daily life.
Answer: An individual or a group of individuals that governs a political unit (such as a state, country or
kingdom) is known as a government. The government takes decisions, makes laws, enforces the laws and
penalizes the individuals or groups that go against the laws.
The functions of the government include:
 Providing various services like the supply of water and electricity, free education, health
services, proper roads, etc.
 Maintaining the internal law and order
 Protecting the country against external aggression
 Maintaining peaceful relations with other countries
 Providing aid to the deprived and the underprivileged
 Securing equality and justice for all sections of society
 Ensuring and maintaining the economic growth of the country
Five ways in which the government affects one’s daily life:






Supplying water and electricity
Laying, maintaining and repairing roads
Providing a good public transport system
Guaranteeing proper internal security
Ensuring the proper functioning of its various administration

Question 2: Why do you think the government needs to make rules for everyone in the form of laws?
Answer: When human beings live and work together, there needs to be some amount of organization so that
decisions can be made. Also, some rules have to be made that apply to everyone, so that there is a sense of
uniformity.
Since the government is a representative of the people, they make rules for everyone on behalf of everyone.
Making rules and then enforcing these rules are the only ways in which a government can function properly. In
any country, the government is entrusted with the power to make laws. But making laws alone cannot
amount to much. For the laws to have any effect, the government needs to have the power to make sure that
the laws are followed by every individual and group. This power to enforce the laws made by it includes the
power to punish or penalize the individuals and groups that go against these laws.
Question 3: Name two essential features of a democratic government.
Answer: The two essential features of a democratic government:
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(i) All adult citizens elect their representatives, who make and enforce laws on their behalf.
(ii) The elected representatives explain their actions and defend their decisions before the people who elected
them.

Question 4: What was the suffrage movement? What did it accomplish?
Answer: The suffrage movement refers to the women’s struggle to attain the right to vote. Women’s struggle
to vote got strengthened during the First World War. As many men were away fighting, women were called
upon to do work that was earlier considered to be men’s work. This led to the questioning of the many unfair
stereotypes about women. Finally, after much struggle, the American women got the right to vote in 1920,
while their counterparts in the UK attained this right in 1928.
Question 5: Gandhiji strongly believed that every adult in India should be given the right to vote. However,
a few people don’t share his views. They feel that illiterate people, who are mainly poor, should not be
given the right to vote. What do you think? Do you think this would be a form of discrimination? Give five
points to support your view and share these with the class.
Answer: Yes, not allowing all the adult citizens of a country to vote is a form of discrimination. Every adult
citizen of India has the right to vote for the following reasons.
 Being illiterate is not a reason for disallowing someone from exercising his or her right to vote. An
illiterate person might not be able to read or write, but he or she may well understand what is good for
him or her and for the society.
 A true democracy is the one which does not discriminate amongst its citizens.
 Every citizen is responsible towards the country, and voting is one of the ways of being responsible
towards the country.
 The right to vote is the birthright of every individual who has attained the age of eighteen or more.
 It ensures that every section of society has its representative. If the poor and the illiterate are not given
the right to vote, then the disparities would only increase. For an inclusive growth, every group in the
society (poor or rich, literate or illiterate) must have the right to elect its voice, its representative.
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Chapter 4 – Key Elements of a Democratic Government
Question 1: How would Maya’s life be different in South Africa today?
Answer: South Africa is no longer under the rule of Apartheid. As a result, Maya’s life would be different in the
following ways:
 People are no longer separated or discriminated on the basis of race. All have a right to equality and
equal treatment.
 Everyone can access the basic amenities of life without fear.
 Every adult has the right to vote. Voting rights are not reserved for the white people.
 The people have a right to organize peaceful protests.
 The people are free to learn whichever language they prefer.
Question 2: What are the various ways in which people participate in the process of government?
Answer: The ways in which people participate in the process of government are as follows:
 Electing their representatives by voting in periodic elections
 Taking an interest in the working of their elected representatives and criticising them when required
 Expressing views and organising social movements to make the government understand its
responsibilities and the actions that it needs to take
Question 3: Why do you think we need the government to find solutions to many disputes or conflicts?
Answer: The Indian Constitution lays down the basic rules that have to be followed by everyone—be it the
government or the citizens. The government is entrusted with the power and responsibility to see to it that
the laws of the Constitution are followed by all the various individuals and groups present within the social,
political and economic spheres.
A conflict arises when there is a clash of interests. In such a case, the government steps in, in any of its various
forms (courts, Panchayats, police, etc.), to bring about a peaceful and best possible resolution to the conflict.
It could be a conflict between two individuals, religious sects, between organizations, between an organization
and its workers, or even between states.
Question 4: What actions does the government take to ensure that all people are treated equally?
Answer: A truly democratic government ensures equality and justice for all its citizens. Some of the ways by
which a government can seek to address the twin issues of equality and justice are as follows:
https://www.edufever.com/
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 Implementing laws that ban discrimination on the basis of caste, creed, religion, region, gender,
wealth, language, etc.
 Providing provisions for groups that are at a disadvantage in the society. For example, the scheduled
castes and tribes, the backward classes, women and the girl child, certain religious minorities, small
farmers, laborers and the poor
 Making available the basic requirements for proper food, clothing, shelter, education and employment
Question 5: Read through the chapter and discuss some of the key ideas of a democratic government. Make
a list. For example, all people are equal.
Answer: Key ideas of a democratic government:
 Regular elections
 Active participation by the people
 Resolution of conflicts and tensions
 Maintaining peace and calm
 Right to express opinions
 Equality
 Justice
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Chapter 5 – Panchayati Raj
Question 1: What problem did the villagers in Hardas village face? What did they do to solve this problem?
Answer: The villagers in Hardas village faced the problem of acute water shortage. The hand pump water had
gone well below the point up to which the ground had been drilled. They hardly got water in the taps. Women
had to travel 3 km to the Suru River to get water.
The Gram Sabha got together to discuss the problem. Many people came up with short-term and long-term
suggestions for dealing with the problem at hand, e.g., piping water from the Suru and making an overhead
tank, deepening the hand pumps and cleaning the wells, conserving and recharging water through watershed
development.
After the discussion in the Gram Sabha, the Gram Panchayat discussed the suggestions and decided that the
money it had received for the maintenance of handpumps could be utilised for deepening two hand pumps
and cleaning one well, so that the village would not go without water. The Panchayat members also discussed
options for a long-term solution. At the end, they decided to approach the Block Development Officer and get
more information about the watershed programme.
Question 2: What, in your opinion, is the importance of the Gram Sabha? Do you think all members should
attend Gram Sabha meetings? Why?
Answer: The Gram Sabha is an important element in the proper functioning of the Panchayati Raj system. The
members of the Gram Sabha, by raising and resolving issues placed before the Panchayat, can enable the
Panchayat members to play their roles and be responsible to the people who elected them. The Gram Sabha is
the place where all the plans for the work of the Gram Panchayat are placed before the people. The Gram
Sabha prevents the Panchayat members from doing wrong things like misusing money or favouring certain
people. It holds the members of the Panchayat accountable for everything they do or don’t do.
Yes, all adults who live in the area covered by a Panchayat should attend the Gram Sabha meetings. Anyone
who is 18 years old or more, and who has the right to vote is a member of the Gram Sabha. For the democratic
functioning of a Gram Panchayat, all the members of the Gram Sabha should not only take part in electing the
Panchs but also ensure that they work properly, by actively participating in the workings of the Panchayat and
the Gram Sabha.
Question 3: What is the link between a Gram Sabha and a Gram Panchayat?
Answer: The Gram Sabha is a meeting of all the adults who live in the area covered by a Panchayat. The
members of the Gram Sabha elect the members of the Gram Panchayat. The Gram Sabha is the place where
all the plans for the work of the Gram Panchayat are placed before the people. Once the issues are raised and
discussed in the Gram Sabha, the Gram Panchayat holds its meeting wherein it discusses and decides upon the
issues and proposals put forth in the Gram Sabha meeting. The Gram Panchayat meets regularly and one of its
main tasks is to implement development programmes for all the villages that come under it. Its work has to be
approved by the Gram Sabha. In some states, Gram Sabhas form committees that include some members of
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the Gram Sabha and some from the Gram Panchayat, who work together to carry out specific tasks like
construction and development.
Question 4: Take an example of any one task done by a Panchayat in your area/nearby rural area and find
out the following:
(a) Why it was taken up.
(b) Where the money came from.
(c) Whether or not the work has been completed.
Answer: Visit the nearest panchayat and meet its head i.e., the Sarpanch. He/she is the person who would be
able to answer most of your questions. Then, you could visit the houses of some of the villagers to check with
them if the panchayat has been successful in completing the tasks.
Question 5:What is the difference between a Gram Sabha and a Gram Panchayat?
Answer: The Gram Sabha is the collection of all adults who live in the area covered by a Panchayat. Anyone
who is 18 years old or more, and who has the right to vote is a member of the Gram Sabha. The Gram
Panchayat, on the other hand, is a collection of the elected representatives of a Gram Sabha. The members of
the Gram Panchayat are called the Ward members or the Panchs. The Gram Panchayat is elected for a period
of five years. The Gram Sabha is a permanent body. Issues are raised in the Gram Sabha, but it is the Gram
Panchayat which implements the decisions.
Question 6: Read the following news item.
Nimone is a village on the Chauphula-Shirur Road. Like many others, this village has also been facing a severe
water shortage for the last few months and villagers depend on tankers for all their needs. Bhagvan Mahadeo
Lad (35) of this village was beaten with sticks, iron rods and axes by a group of seven men. The incident came
to light when some villagers brought a badly injured Lad to hospital for treatment. In the FIR recorded by the
police Lad said that he was attacked when he insisted that the water in the tanker must be emptied into the
storage tanks constructed as part of the water supply scheme by Nimone Gram Panchayat so that there would
be equal distribution of water. However, he alleged that the upper caste men were against this and told him
that the tanker was not meant for lower castes.
Adapted from Indian Express, May 1, 2004
(a) Why was Bhagvan beaten?
(b) Do you think that the above is a case of discrimination? Why?
Answer:
(a) Bhagvan was beaten for insisting that the water in the tanker be emptied into the storage tanks
constructed as part of the water supply scheme by Nimone Gram Panchayat so that there would be equal
distribution of water. However, the upper caste men were against this idea as they believed the tanker was
https://www.edufever.com/
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not meant for the lower castes. As a result of this difference in opinion, a group of seven men beat Bhagvan
with sticks, iron rods and axes.
(b) The above is a classic case of discrimination on the basis of caste.

Question 7: Find out more about watershed development and how it benefits an area.
Answer: A geographical area that drains to a common point is called a watershed or a catchment. A watershed
is a perfect place for conservation of soil and water. A watershed provides a huge supply of water which has
accumulated at a point. Also, fertile soil is deposited around this point. Watershed development is important
for the overall growth and development of a village. It benefits the area by making the land fertile. It makes
the growth of trees possible. It also helps in checking soil erosion and water logging.

https://www.edufever.com/

Page 3

Chapter 6 – Rural Administration
Question 1: What is the work of the police?
Answer: The work of the police is to maintain the law and order of the country. The police station of any
particular area is responsible for enforcing the law and order in that area. The police of an area register the
cases brought to their notice by the people of that area. It is their responsibility then to enquire, to investigate
and take action on the cases.
Question 2: List two things that the work of a Patwari includes.
Answer: The Patwari is responsible for measuring lands, and keeping and updating land records. The Patwari is
also responsible for organising the collection of land revenues from the farmers and providing information to
the government about the crops grown in the area.
Question 3: What is the work of a Tehsildar?
Answer: The functions of Tehsildars are as follows:
 They have to hear disputes. The land disputes are heard at the Tehsildar’s office.
 They supervise the work of the Patwaris, and ensure that land records are properly kept and land
revenue is collected.
 They make sure that farmers can easily obtain a copy of their record. They help students in obtaining
their caste certificate.

Question 4: What issue is the poem trying to raise? Do you think this is an important issue? Why?
Answer: The poem is raising the issue of inheritance of land by women. Yes, this issue is important as the
women of a house have the same rights to the property as the men of that house. Denying women the right of
inheriting family land is an act of discrimination. The Indian Constitution talks about “justice” and “equality”
for each individual—so, discriminating on the basis of gender would be unconstitutional.
Question 5: In what ways are the work of the Panchayat, which you read about in the previous chapter, and
the work of the Patwari related to each other?
Answer: The Gram Panchayat is responsible for levying and collecting local taxes. In this, its work is related to
that of the Patwari as the Patwari is responsible for organising the collection of land revenues from the
farmers.
Question 6: Visit a police station and find out the work that the police have to do to prevent crime and
maintain law and order in their area especially during festivals, public meetings etc.
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Answer: All localities have a dedicated police station. Visit the police station in your locality and meet the
SHO, who is basically the incharge of the police station. Make sure that you have at hand a list of questions
you need answers to. Also enquire about the special precautions they take at times of festivals or other large
public gatherings.
Question 7: Who is in charge of all the police stations in a district? Find out.
Answer: The District Superintendent of Police is in charge of all the police stations in a district.
Question 8: How do women benefit under the new law?
Answer: Under the Hindu Succession Amendment Act, 2005, sons and daughters and their mothers can get an
equal share in the land. This law benefits a large number of women.
Question 9: In your neighbourhood are there women who own property? How did they acquire it?
Answer: Talk to the elders in your neighbourhood and try to gather information about the women who own
property. Talking to elders would be helpful as they would have the knowledge of the people who have been
living in the neighbourhood for a long time. Once you get a few names, meet these women and talk to them
about how they acquired their properties.
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Chapter 7 – Urban Administration
Question 1: Why did the children go to Yasmin Khala’s house?
Answer: The children went to Yasmin Khala’s house to find out whom they had to pay for the streetlight they had
broken while playing cricket. Rehana’s mother told them that the Municipal Corporation took care of replacing street
lights, and that the best person they could ask would be Yasmin Khala as she had recently retired from the Municipal
Corporation.
Question 2: List four ways in which the work of the Municipal Corporation affects the life of a city-dweller.
Answer: The work done by the Municipal Corporation, which affects the life of a city-dweller:
 Installing, maintaining and repairing street lights
 Ensuring proper collection and disposal of garbage
 Keeping the streets and the markets clean
 Ensuring that diseases do not break out in the city
 Running schools, hospitals and dispensaries
 Laying, maintaining and repairing roads
Question 3: Who is a Municipal Councillor?
Answer: A city is divided into different wards, and the people of each ward elect a Ward Councillor, who is also known
as the Municipal Councillor of that ward. When the people of a ward have certain grievances, they go to their local
Councillor for help. The Councillors are responsible for their wards, and have to ensure that the demands of their wards
are placed before the entire council. When decisions regarding the city as a whole are to be taken, the Councillors of
different wards come together to form committees. These committees debate and decide upon issues concerning the
city; for example, issues regarding sanitation and health. The Municipal Councillors also come together to make periodic
budgets, and money is spent according to these budgets.
Question 4: What did Gangabai do and why?
Answer: According to Yasmin Khala, at one point, their neighborhood used to have garbage lying all over. The situation
had become so bad that children stopped playing cricket as their parents were afraid that they would get sick from
staying on the streets too long. The women in the neighborhood were understandably very unhappy about the situation.
Gangabai suggested that they should go to their Ward Councillor and protest, as they were the ones who had elected
him and he was answerable to them. A small group of women went to the Councilor’s house and shouted slogans. When
he enquired the reason for their protest, Gangabai described the unhygienic situation of their locality. Hearing their
grievance, the Councillor promised to go with them to the Municipal Commissioner, who was responsible for
implementing the decisions of the Municipal Corporation. He also asked them to get a petition signed by all the adults in
the locality saying that garbage was not being collected. The next morning they went to the Municipal Corporation’s
office, where the Municipal Commissioner began giving excuses at first. But he was soon silenced by Gangabai and
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others, and he had to give in to their demands. He promised to take care of the situation. In spite of this promise,
Gangabai threatened that if the problem was not solved within two days, then she would get a larger group of women
to protest before the Corporation office. In the end, after another larger and noisier demonstration, the sanitation
service in their locality became more regular.
By doing what she did, Gangabai proved herself to be an active and alert citizen. The democratic structure of the Indian
social order requires the people to not only take part in electing their representatives from time to time, but also be
aware of the work being done or not done by their representatives. The elected representatives are accountable to the
people who elect them, and the people have the right to hold them countable for any negligence on their part. Gangabai
was right in suggesting that they should protest before their Ward Councillor as he was their elected representative, and
he was entrusted with the responsibility of taking care of the problems faced by his ward.
Question 5: How does the Municipal Corporation earn the money to do its work?
Answer: For its work, the Municipal Corporation gets its money from the different kinds of taxes paid by the people
living in the city. People who own homes pay property tax as well as taxes for water and other services. There are also
taxes for education and other amenities such as watching movies, eating at a hotel etc.
Question 6:

Discuss.
In the two photographs you see different ways of collecting and disposing garbage.
(i) Which way do you think provides safety to the person disposing garbage?
(ii) What are the dangers of collecting garbage in the manner shown in the first photograph?
https://www.edufever.com/
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(iii) Why do you think that proper ways of disposing garbage are not available to those who work in municipalities?
Answer:
(i) The way of collecting and disposing garbage shown in the second photograph provides safety to the persons disposing
garbage.
(ii) The way of collecting and disposing garbage shown in the first photograph provides no safety to the persons
disposing garbage. As a result, they become vulnerable to several diseases, which can be life threatening as well. Also, in
such cases, diseases can spread from animals to humans.
(iii) Proper ways of disposing garbage are not available to those who work in municipalities. This could perhaps be
because of the careless and negligent attitude of the municipal corporations towards the people responsible for
collecting and disposing garbage.
Question 7: Several poor people in the city work as domestic servants as well as work for the Corporation, keeping
the city clean. Yet the slums in which they live are quite filthy. This is because these slums seldom have any water and
sanitation facilities. The reason often given by the Municipal Corporation is that the land in which the poor have set
up their homes does not belong to them and that slum-dwellers do not pay taxes. However people living in middle
class neighbourhoods pay very little in taxes compared to the amount of money the Corporation spends on them in
setting up parks, street lighting facilities, regular garbage collection etc. Also as you read in this chapter, the property
taxes collected by the Municipality make up only 25-30 per cent of its money. Why do you think it is important that
the Corporation should spend more money on slum localities? Why is it important that the Municipal Corporation
provide the poor in the city with the same facilities that the rich get?
Answer: The people living on the streets live in extremely unhygienic and filthy conditions. The Municipal Corporation is
responsible for the welfare of all the people living in the city—whether they live in posh localities or in slums. Slums are
the breeding grounds of several diseases, and it is the municipal corporation’s job to keep the city clean and healthy. The
presence of unequal living conditions is a factor that can add to the list of crimes taking place in the city. The
Constitution of India talks about providing “equality of status and opportunity” to everyone. It also talks about providing
“social, economic and political justice” to each individual. Therefore, the problem of unequal living conditions has to be
addressed. The Municipal Corporation should provide the poor in the city with the same facilities that the rich get. They
should ensure that the poor do not experience any discrimination. The Municipal Corporation should spend more
money on slum localities so as to provide the poor with the basic needs of proper food, clothing and shelter. It can
collect this money by various methods; for example, by increasing the amount of property taxes and by making use of its
unused lands and building for the proper settlement of the people living in the slums.
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Chapter 8 – Rural Livelihoods
Question 1: You have probably noticed that people in Kalpattu are engaged in a variety of non-farm work.
List five of these.
Answer: Some of the kinds of non-farm work undertaken by the people in Kalpattu:








Making baskets, utensils, pots, bricks, bullock carts, etc.
Working as construction workers and lorry drivers
Washing clothes
Cycle hire and repair
Tailoring
Hair cutting
Selling tea, snacks, tiffin and grocery

Question 2: List the different types of people you read about in Kalpattu who depend on farming. Who is
the poorest among them and why?
Answer: In Kalpattu, three types of people depend on farming. These are the big farmers like Ramalingam, the
small farmers like Sekar, and the agricultural labourers like Thulasi.
The big farmers are well off. They cultivate most of the land in the village. A large part of their produce is sold
in the market. Many of them have other businesses such as shops, money lending, trading, small factories, etc.
Hence, they have additional sources of income apart from their lands. The lands of small farmers are just
enough to meet their ends. For this reason, they sometimes have to work for the big farmers. However, their
condition is still better when compared to the landless agricultural labourers. They depend entirely upon the
work they do on other people’s farms, and go without any work for most part of the year. Hence, among the
three categories, agricultural labourers like Thulasi are the poorest.
Question 3: Imagine you are a member of a fishing family and you are discussing whether to take a loan
from the bank for an engine. What would you say?
Answer: We are told in the chapter that people whose livelihoods depend on fishing typically cannot go
fishing for four months during the monsoon season as these are the month when fish breed. These months
are extremely difficult for fishing families as most of them have to survive on the money borrowed from
traders. Later, when the fishing season begins, they have to sell their catch to these traders because of which
not much fish is left for them to sell.
Hence, one would be very cautious about taking a loan from the bank, even though an engine is an essential
requirement, as this would put an additional burden on the family. However, once the loan is taken, one
would have to ensure that the catch is maximum and they get the best prices for the same so that the loan
can be paid off as soon as possible.
Question 4: Poor rural labourers like Thulasi often do not have access to good medical facilities, good
schools, and other resources. You have read about inequality in the first unit of this text. The difference
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between her and Ramalingam is one of inequality. Do you think this is a fair situation? What do you think
can be done? Discuss in class.
Answer: Though inequality at any level is a cause of concern, it would not be easy to term the situation as fair
or unfair. There could be several reasons for a person to be well-off and for another person to be in an
unequal position. Yet, it is the duty of the government to make sure that the problem of inequality is
addressed. It is the responsibility of the government to achieve equality and justice for all the citizens of the
country—whether in the urban areas or in the rural areas. One way of improving the situation of agricultural
labourers is to ensure that they are not exploited. A minimum wage policy for agricultural labourers needs to
be in place so that they do not have to work at low wages. The other way of improving their situation would
be to set up some sort of employment guarantee scheme whereby they have a definite source of income
throughout the year. The National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA) is a step in this direction.
Question 5: What do you think the government can do to help farmers like Sekar when they get into debt?
Discuss
Answer: A two-lined approach to this problem is needed to help small farmers like Sekar who are in debt. On
the one hand, these farmers need to have access to debts on simple terms, and on the other hand, they need
to be assured of regular work so that they have the means to repay the debts. The government can help
refinance their loans by providing them with fresh loans on easy interest rates. Simultaneous with this, the
government should also set up some sort of employment guarantee scheme, whereby the debt-ridden
farmers would have the guarantee of a definite source of income, and can work to repay their loans. Along
with providing monetary assistance, the government should also guide small farmers on ways to increase the
yields from their lands.
Question 6: Compare the situation of Sekar and Ramalingam by filling out the following table:
–
Land cultivated
Labour required
Loans required
Selling of harvest
Other work done
by them
Answer:

Sekar
–
–
–
–
–

–
Land cultivated
Labour required

Sekar

Ramalingam

2 acres
He and his family do most of
the work.During harvest, he
takes the help of other small
farmers.
Buys seeds and fertilisers on
loan from the trader.

20 acres
Employs a lot of
agricultural labourers in
the village.

Loans required

Ramalingam
–
–
–
–
–

Borrowed some money
from the government
bank to set up the rice
mill.
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Selling of harvest Sells a part of the harvest to

Other work done
by them

the trader at a lower price,
to pay back the loan.Keeps
the rest for self use.
Works in Ramalingam’s rice
mill.Sells the milk of his
hybrid cow to the local milk
cooperative.

Sells a large part of his
produce in the market.

Owns a rice mill. Buys
paddy from within the
village and from
surrounding villages.
The rice produced in the
mill is sold to traders in
nearby towns.Owns a
shop selling seeds,
pesticides, etc.
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Chapter 9 – Urban Livelihoods
Question 1: Read and discuss the following description of the living conditions of workers who come to the
labour chowk.
Most workers that we find at the labour chowk cannot afford permanent accommodation and so sleep on
pavements near the chowk, or they pay Rs 6 a night for a bed at a nearby shelter run by the Municipal
Corporation. To compensate for the lack of security, local tea and cigarette shops function as banks,
moneylenders and safety lockers, all rolled into one. Most workers leave their tools at these shops for the
night for safekeeping, and pass on extra money to them. The shopkeepers keep the money safely and also
offer loans to labourers in need.
Source: Aman Sethi, Hindu On-line
Answer: The living conditions of the labourers as presented in the given paragraph put forward a very bleak
picture. Most of the labourers who come to the labour chowk do not have a permanent accommodation
because their incomes do not allow them to afford one. Sleeping on pavements is a desperate measure
though not a good and safe option. Since most of these workers would be daily wage earners, they cannot
always afford spending Rs 6 per night for sleeping in the night shelter run by the government. Borrowing
money from local cigarette and tea shops is not a good option as these would be charging exorbitant amount
of interest for very small sums of money. One can sum up by saying that the given paragraph is successful in
showing us the adverse conditions that these labourers survive in order to live their lives one day at a time.
Hence, it is imperative that the government took significant measures to provide these people with proper
accommodation and living conditions.
Question 2: Complete the following table and discuss how their work is different.

Name
Bachchu Manjhi

Place of
work
–

Earnings
Rs 100 a day

Harpreet,
Vandana

–

–

Nirmala

–

Sudha

–
Rs 30,000
Company p.m.

Security
of work
–

Work on
their own
Benefits or
received employed
–

–
No
security

–

Work on
their own

–

–

–

–

–
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