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Chapter 01 - The Third and Final Continent
Page No: 83
1. Indicate the details that tell us that the narrator was not very financially
comfortable during his stay in London.
Answer

uf
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m

The following details depict a very uncomfortable picture of life, faced by financial
crisis: The author travelled in a third class cabin. The author talks about
'struggling' to earn a livelihood and establishing oneself abroad. The author were
three or four friends residing together and sharing a wash-room which was icy
cold. The author, along with his friends, took turns cooking pots of curry which
they ate with their hands on a table covered with newspapers. His rugged life
could well be understood by instances such as watching cricket at Lord's or
listening to Mukesh. Habits such as walking barefoot, smoking, drinking tea and
strolling around on weekends show that he wasn't all set in his life. The word
'penniless' quite describes the financial crunch which he faced while he was
studying at LSE.

Ed

2. How did the narrator adjust to the ways of life first in London and then in
Cambridge, U.S.A.?
Answer
The narrator has seen various shifts in his life. Firstly, during his bachelorhood, he
adjusted a great deal surviving under very absurd and unfavourable conditions.
He started working in a library to meet his expenses while he was attending
lectures at the LSE. He adjusted his accommodation with other people like him,
sharing food, toilet, etc. He led a reckless life eating with hands, soaking dirty
dishes in the tub, lounging barefoot, doing things only expected from aimless and
lethargic people. Next came a phase in his life when he got married and found a
permanent job in America. He shifted because he was given a full-time job in the
processing department of the library at MIT. This, however, did not mean that he
had started living lavishly. His budget remained just the same it was when he was
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a student. The aspect that changed drastically was the pace of life in America.
Every person was in a hurry to get to the top. Even in his new accommodation, he
adjusted to various noises such as flashing sirens, fleet of buses rumbling along all
night, distracting and suffocating him. Life wasn't as peaceful and calm as he had
expected with no “glittering ocean to thrill” him or no “breeze to cool” his face.
His change in schedule can be reflected at various incidents such as buying milk,
etc. His life at the YMCA building turned to be stifling and intolerable with the
inconvenient living conditions and unbearable noise because of which he had
disturbed sleep.
3. What do you understand of the character of Mrs Croft from the story?

m

Answer
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Mrs. Croft, as seen in the beginning of the chapter, is very commanding with an
authoritative tone in his voice. She could be interpreted as a hypocrite when she
asked the author as to whether he was a Harvard or a Tech, depending on which
she would be renting out her flat. She was very firm when it came to following
instructions. She was a very orthodox lady whose ideals were very strong and
needed to be followed without any questions. However, with passage of time,
more of her character was revealed. She just seemed hard from outside but was a
soft person from within. She was an old lady who was a little bit forgetful. She
was strict when it came to not allowing any lady visitors at her place although the
author didn't fail to mention that he was a married man. With passage of time,
her character moulded which appealed and made the author develop an affection
for her. She was grateful and kind as per the demand of the situation. Mrs. Croft
also seemed vulnerable at times, especially, after the author came to know that
she was one hundred and three years old. Overall, there are various shades of
light which can be thrown while drawing her character sketch.
4. What kind of a relationship did Mrs. Croft share with her daughter Helen?
Answer
The relationship of Mrs. Crost's with that of her daughter did not seem to be that
of love and affection. They shared a very practical life based on strong reasons
and logic. She seemed to be a matter of fact person who didn't believe in getting
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emotional on stuff. She carried on her responsibilities for her mother as a mere
schedule. Care and empathy was what lacked in her. She knew what were her
mother's weaknesses. This is clear when she says: ‘She slips sometimes.’ The gap
in between their generations was visible when they differed on women wearing
miniskirts on the streets. Helen was quite indifferently calm of the fact that Mrs.
Croft was three years older than a century and needed constant assistance,
supervision and above all, love.
5. How does the narrator bring out the contrast between the Indian way of life
and American society? Do you think his wife Mala adjusted comfortably to the
new way of life?

m

Answer

.c
o

Indian life and American life have a very obvious line of difference. The author
found it quite difficult to adjust to the American lifestyle.

ev

Talking about the Text

er

Page No: 84

Answer

Ed

uf

1. Living abroad is challenging in many ways.

Few of the various things which needs to be taken into consideration when one
shifts to abroad to settle are:
Identity crisis is one among the various very important concerns because of which
shifting to abroad becomes very difficult. One is always treated as a second-hand
citizen. People of that particular nation, may it be France, England or Australia
would never accept Asian people residing there. The feeling of diaspora and
multiculturalism exists throughout even if one attains the citizenship abroad and
settles there forever.
Violence on many levels could harm an individual on a physical as well as
psychological level. The recent case of Indian students being bullied, beaten up
and even killed in Australia could be taken into consideration while talking about
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violence. The difference in ethnicity strikes people of other nations a lot. There
are very few nations who are as hospitable as India who believe in the concept of
accepting guests as Gods just like the Sanskrit sloka which says: Athithi Devo
Bhava.”
Stability in life is struck a huge blow. People live on very uncertain grounds. Issues
such as recession could hit the economy anytime. Alternative to income are
usually neither found nor provided to such people who immigrate from other
nations.
The difference in climate, cuisine and standard of living holds prior importance
too. People usually face a financial crunch because of the huge gap between the
money they earn and the type of life they want to live. Education, health, etc are
also very expensive which might make people feel unsuitable and ,thus,
unwelcome in a country.
The law and order system differs from one nation to another. It is very difficult to
cope up with the changes so soon. Thus, even when someone gets caught up with
some issue, people find it hard to find a solution.

uf
Ed

Answer
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2. The Indian family system offers more security to the aged than what is found in
the West.

In India, the very basic family values which are followed are respecting elders,
taking care of parents at old age, respecting our Guru or spiritual teacher,
contributing towards the society and mankind as a whole selflessly and passing on
our cultural, spiritual and ancient heritage to our children. It is very well known
and a very age-old fact of Indians to take care of their parents in old age. Senior
citizen homes and assisted living concept has just begun. They are still more
prominent and often practised abroad and not in India. In India, it is still
considered a taboo and hasn't yet become a conventional to send our aged
parents or relatives to Old Age Homes. Taking care of parents in their old age is a
basic duty of a child – and, as believed in India, he or she gets lot of ‘sukarma’
points for doing so, and substantial negative karma for not doing so.
The elderly in India are generally obeyed, revered, considered to be fountains of
knowledge and wisdom, and treated with respect and dignity by family and
community members unlike the way aged people are treated in abroad. Old age is
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a time when a person is expected to relax, enjoy solitude, retirement, pray, enjoy
spending time with the grandchildren, and not worry about running the
household or about finances because the oldest son is now in charge of the
finances and family matters, and the oldest daughter-in-law is generally running
the household. In most instances, the elderly care for their grandchildren and
assist with cooking and household chores. Even grown up children continue to
consult their parents on most of the important aspects of life.
3. The eccentricities of the old are often endearing.
Answer
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Various eccentricities of aged people might sometimes seem to be quite
endearing. Their forgetfulness evokes laughter. The innocence with which they
speak their mind out causes amusement in the family. Their urge for various
things such as chocolate, etc. grows similar to that of children. They tend to
disobey whatever they are told not to do. This comes out to be a subtle source of
amusement in the family. These eccentricities might seem annoying at times,
however, one should not be disturbed by it. They are the sources of endearment.
One should embrace these habits and lifestyle with grace and smile on his lips.

1. Discuss the manner in which the author interweaves details of the narrator’s
family with the flow of the main narrative.
Answer
The details about the narrator's family is important for the readers in order to
understand the psyche of the narrator. He had a very turbulent childhood and
was brought up among very disturbed conditions at home. This is important for us
to understand the bond he shared with Mrs. Croft. The words written by the
author expresses that he was very attached to his mother and had fulfilled the
role of an eldest son till the time she was cremated. He missed his mother a lot
and recollected small incidents about she never forgetting to drape her head
before coming in front of his father. When he came to know of Mrs. Croft's age
which had crossed a century, he contemplated on how his mother couldn't adjust
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to his father's death and turned insane. Her insanity led to deterioration of her
health. Her death gave him a heavy blow but he cared for her till the very last
moment before cremating her. This shows his reason for growth of empathy
towards Mrs. Croft because of her old age. Thus, his concern for Mrs. Croft grew
which can be clearly reflected in the line: I was mortified. I had assumed Mrs.
Croft was in her eighties...that this person was a widow who lived alone mortified
me further still.
2. ‘Mrs Croft’s was the first death I mourned in America, for, hers was the first life
I had admired; she had left this world at last, ancient and alone, never to
return’—how do these lines encapsulate the bond that is possible between two
strangers?

m
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A person usually feels very detached from people staying around him abroad.
Here is where originates the feeling of diaspora. The same happened with the
narrator. He was away from his home and his family and, thus, never grew any
feeling of affection towards anybody in America. He was quite alienated with the
people of America. However, the course of action justifies his attachment and the
emotional bonding which grew between him and Mrs Croft. In the foreign land,
he grew a fondness towards the old lady because of various reasons. When he got
to know that she was older than a century, he felt a sense of responsibility
towards her. He was amazed and was quite awestruck at the idea of a widow of
that age residing all alone, with nobody to take care of her . Taking up chores like
heating her soup every evening or giving her eight dollars in the envelope every
month satisfied him. All these instances and many more cite the fact that a very
strong bond had developed between the lady and the narrator.
3. Examine the pieces of conversation in the story. How do they reflect the world
view of each of the speakers?
Answer
The various conversations taking place in bits and pieces during the course of
action of the story reflect a lot about people's perception on various issues and
attitude towards each other and humanity in general. We see a very firm and
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hypocritical attitude prevalent in the tone of Mrs Croft when the narrator arrived
at her place for the first time. This is when for the first time he realised that
belonging to a very high standard place was important, anywhere such as Tech or
Harvard. The greatness and biasness of Americans to be the first one to step on
the moon, considering it an unattainable and impossibly splendid feat to be
attained. However, she becomes mild for the first time when she receives the
eight dollars from the narrator. Mrs Croft's orthodox ways become prominently
visible when she objects to a lady and a man talking in private without a
chaperone. Her conventional ways are quite evident keeping in mind the fact that
she had already crossed hundred. The ways of the western world is shown to be
in a very high contrast when we see Mrs Croft's daughter Helen being quite
indifferent towards her mother's health or meals. Her casual tone when she says
“she might have slipped” might disturb readers. However, even with the
differences in opinions, perceptions and norms, the bond which had developed
between the narrator and an American widow of a hundred years is worth
appreciation.

uf

Answer
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4. There are many instances of gentle humour in the story. Point out some of
these and state how this contributes to the interest of the narration.

Ed

Few instances of gentle humour which contributed to the interest of the narration
were:
► When Mrs Croft said with disbelief and delight after meeting Mala: She is a
perfect lady. The gentle laugh the couple shared at this moment was very
important although quite subtle.
► The old lady asking it repeatedly everyday: ‘A flag on the moon! Isn’t that
splendid?’ and the compulsion with which the author used to reply: “Splendid!”
► There was a point in the story when Mrs Croft expressed the fact that she
didn't accept the physical proximity between a male and a female. She found
improper for a lady and gentleman who are not married to one another to hold a
private conversation without a chaperone! The situation portrayed here might
seem amusing.
Language Work
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1. ‘Don’t expect an English cup of tea’—how does this phrase bring out the
contrast between the English and American attitudes?
Answer
Britishers are supposedly more polite and hospitable to their guests as compared
to Americans. The pace in which the lives of Americans rush is quite different and,
in fact, faster than people residing in Britain. The feeling of competition is so
immense that ‘Everybody feels he must get to the top.'
2. How did the narrator learn to distinguish between 'a flask' and 'a thermos'?

m

Answer
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There was a time when the narrator went to buy tea bags and a 'flask'. This is
when he came to know that the thing which he was looking for was actually
known as a 'thermos' and 'flask' was something which was used to store Whisky.
The reason for the narrator having limited knowledge on the subject was the fact
that he hadn't consumed whisky till then.

Ed

uf

3. It took the narrator quite some time to understand that what he heard as
'piper', in fact, meant 'paper' and the phrase 'mind the gap' in the Tube. What do
you think caused the problem?
Answer
The narrator had the mentioned problems with his language when he shifted to
US because in the beginning it was a new language for him to speak. He was not
habituated to speaking fluently in any language other than his own mother
tongue, i.e. Bengali. Also, the pronunciation was quite different from how it was
spoken in London, where he stayed before moving to US.
4. Make a list of items that are referred to differently in British and American
English, for example, 'lift' (BE) 'elevator' (AmE).
Answer
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Few words which are spelt differently in British and American English are:

m

Barrister (BE) : Attorney (AE)
The cinema (BE) : The movies (AE)
Flat (BE) : Apartment (AE)
Holiday (BE) : Vacation (AE)
Lavatory (BE) : Bathroom (AE)
Lift (BE) : Elevator (AE)
Favour (BE) : Favor (AE)
Wardrobe (BE) : Dresser (AE)
Barrister (BE) : Lawyer (AE)
Windscreen (BE) : Wind shield (AE)

.c
o

5. See if you understand what the following words that are parts of a house mean.
Look up the dictionary if you don't.

ev
uf

Answer

er

parlour foyer lounge porch
lobby attic portico

Ed

Parlour – It means a small room for guests away from the public rooms in an inn,
club, etc. In a house, in old fashioned English, parlour meant the living room
especially kept neat and tidy for reception of visitors.
foyer – Foyer means a vestibule or entrance hall in a house or apartment. Foyer
could also refer to the lobby of a theatre, hotel, or apartment house.
Lounge – A lobby or a living room might also be referred to as a lounge in a house.
However, lounge also means a sofa for reclining, sometimes backless, having a
headrest at one end.
Porch – A porch refers to a verandah. It is the open space or the extended
enclosed space in front and on the sides of a building.
Lobby – It is a hall or a waiting room at or near the entrance to a building. It is a
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corridor or a vestibule which usually serve as a space to an entry into a larger
room.
Attic – Attic is that part of a building, especially of a house, directly under a roof. It
is a story or room directly below the roof of a building, especially a house.

Ed
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Portico – A structure consisting of a roof supported by columns or piers, usually
attached to a building as a porch is called a portico.
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Chapter 1
02-- My
My Watch
Chapter
Watch

Page No: 148
Understanding the Text
1. What was the importance of the watch to the author?
Answer

er
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The watch was important to the author as it showed him the correct time thus
keeping him punctual. He had it working properly for 18 months until he let it run
down. He had staunch faith on its judgement and its prediction. It worked
perfectly until then without gaining or losing any part of it.

uf

Answer

ev

2. What were the attempts made by the author to get his watch repaired?

Ed

After a possession of 18 months, the author let his watch run down. Devastated,
the author went to all possible watch makers starting from the chief jeweller, the
very next day. The head of the establishment pushed the regulator of the watch a
little too much, which did no good, rather worsened its condition. Then the
author went to another watch maker who kept it for a week and slowed it down,
however, too much. Then he went to another one who kept it for three days; and
then couple of more. Even after having spent thousands dollars, none of the
watch makers could fix the watch. Hopeless, the author gave it a last shot and
went to a watch maker who turned out to be an erstwhile, not a good, steamboat engineer. It was now that the author realised that “a good horse was a good
horse until it had run away once, and that a good watch was a good watch until
the repairers got a chance at it. ”
3. Why did the author finally give up on his watch?
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Answer

m

The author got the watch repaired seven times. By the end, he realised that the
watch, with its original cost being two hundred dollars, had cost him two to three
thousand on repairs itself. And the watch was still malfunctioning. It was when he
reached the seventh watch maker and acknowledged the mechanic to be an old
acquaintance, a steam-boat engineer of other days and not a good engineer. He
gave his verdict like all other watch makers, the author was not gullible and this
time he perceived what his uncle William used to say that a good horse was a
good horse until it had run away once, and that a good watch was a good watch
until the repairers got a chance at it. So, he finally gave up the repairing and
decided to let the watch be.

.c
o

4. What was Uncle Williams' comment on the 'tinkerers' of the world?

ev

er

Answer
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uf

Uncle William is not a character in the story; however, the author gives a glimpse
of him. When the author gave the watch for mending the last time, he reckoned
that it was costing him more than the original cost. All the attempts so far have
been futile and the verdict of the last watch maker made him remember what
uncle William used to say that a good horse was a good horse until it had run
away once, and that a good watch was a good watch until the repairers got a
chance at it. The author perceived what his uncle had known with all his
knowledge and experience. All the unsuccessful tinkers in the world are not
specialists. They are the 'Jacks' of all trades and masters of none. Uncle William
used to wonder what became of all those gunsmiths, shoe-makers, engineers and
blacksmiths who never could be successful in their work sphere. It is important to
acquire specialisation at least in one particular field, else one is left being a tinker,
an apprentice, and not a specialist.

Page No: 149
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5.Explain these lines
(a) 'I seemed to detect in myself a sort of sneaking fellow-feeling for the mummy
in the museum, and a desire to swap news with him.
(b) Within a week it sickened to a raging fever and its pulse went up to a hundred
and fifty in the shade.
(c) She makes too much steam–you want to hang the monkey wrench on the
safety valve!
Answer

uf
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er
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(a) After being oiled and cleaned and 'regulated' for the second time, the watch
came home to the author after a week. However, the watch was slowed down to
such a degree that the author missed all his appointments, his dinner. He felt like
he was drifted in the past somewhere. Gradually the watch slowed even more, he
felt like he was living in the previous week. The author felt like he missed all that
was happening in the world. He was solitary and lingered in the past all because
of his watch. The author here compares his situation to that of a mummy, who
belongs to bygone ages. He felt it ideal to find a fellowship with the mummy in
some museum he probably had been to or an imaginary one. He felt travelling in
the past just like the mummy due to the slow time projected by his watch.

Ed

(b) When the author let his watch run down after eighteen months, he took it to
chief jeweller's to set it by the exact time. The head of the establishment
however, despite being stopped by the author, pushed the regulator. This gave
the watch, probably, a kick and the watch shot ahead of its time. It gained faster
and faster, day by day. Post two months, it appeared to be having some sort of a
fever with an extremely high pulse rate. It moved 13 days ahead of the actual
date and when the year touched October, the author commented, the watch was
enjoying the snow fall of November already. This erratic behaviour annoyed the
author a lot and so he decided to get it doctored once again.
(c) The seventh time the author took the watch to a watch maker, he reckoned
the apprentice to be an old acquaintance, a steam-boat engineer of other days
and not a good engineer. Like all watch makers, he diagnosed and gave his
verdict. The author observed keenly and judged him at his very verdict when he
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said, “She makes too much steam–you want to hang the monkey wrench on the
safety valve! The author immediately remembered what his uncle William used to
say and perceived that a tinker is a tinker after all, this being an unsuccessful
engineer and wondered like his uncle what became of all the unsuccessful tinkers.
Apperciation
1. How is humour employed to comment on the pains that the author took to get
his watch set right.
Answer

Ed
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It is funny how the author and his dear watch had to go through all the pain that
was delivered by seven watch makers. In the end, it was all futile and no good was
done to the watch. The seven episodes with the watch makers are humorous as
while all the watch makers tried their hand on the watch, toying it all up and
operating and exploring and dissembling and then assembling every inch of it, it
all gave sheer pain to the author to whom the watch was so dear. Every time with
all the hope and strength he took it to a new watch maker; however, not a single
of all the tinkers could put it all back to place to make it function all properly. How
strange it is that none of the seven watch makers could mend the watch while
they all experimented and did all sorts of research and development on it.
2. 'The author's treatment of the subject matter makes the readers identify
themselves with the experience.' Comment on the statement.
Answer
Samuel L. Clemens, Mark Twain, had less than ten years of schooling. He worked
as a printer's apprentice, a steamboat pilot, a prospector and a journalist. All this
gave him varied experiences and a wide knowledge of humanity. In all his works,
he brings in elements from his own experiences and his own life creating a replica
of his own self. All his stories have a combination of realistic and make believe
world. What he presents are the situations that any ordinary human might face in
her/his daily life; thus, making them all appear very realistic and hence the
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readers easily connect to the story and identify themselves with the experiences.
For instance, in the story, the author faced a problem that is so ordinary. Any of
us might have a watch that malfunctions and has a simple error. However, the
problem rather than being mended, aggravates every time we take it to be
doctored. This is a typical example of how an ordinary human faces problems with
not just gadgets; it might be a medical condition or as simple as an argument with
a known face.
3. Identify some of the improbable images the author has used to effect greater
humour.

m

Answer
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There are instances when the author goes on exaggerating the actual situation to
add humour to the story. For example, when the watch is repaired for the second
time, it slowed down. The description is a hyperbole of the actual happening. No
matter how slow a watch is, it will show the time according to 12 hours, it cannot
literally travel in the past. However, the way the author describes its watch
enjoying snowfall before the season arrives is humorous. Also, the citation of the
mummy is funny, plus it describes the mental state of the poor author.
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Chapter 03 - My Three Passions
Chapter
2 - My Three Passions
Page No: 151

Understanding the Text

1. Why does Russell call the three passions 'simple'?

m

Answer
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The essay actually is the preface to Bertrand Russell's autobiography. Every human
is driven by a force, a passion all her/his life. It keeps her/him going. Some desire
money, other, fame. There are some who desire simple satisfaction. Bertie's desires
that he chased through his life were simple as well. He was driven by passions that
any ordinary man or woman might feel for. For one, he wished love and got it too;
he believed that it brought ecstasy. He got married four times to tell. Second, he
hungered for knowledge and of course we all seek for it. He was a mathematician,
a logician, political activist and wrote vastly on philosophy and contributed to
literature, for which he received Nobel Prize as well. Third, he shared “an
unbearable pity for the suffering of mankind”. He took a stand against World War
1 and Vietnam war. Any human will pity a suffering man or a woman for they have
a heart and feel, and so did Russell. Russell was a man who did not lust after
materialistic gains; he was born in a prominent aristocratic family of Britain and
gave away much of what he inherited. He rose his voice in favour of suffragists and
world government. He believed in free thought in religion and morals.
2. Why has he compared the three passions to great winds?
Answer
Russell compared his three passions to great winds as they were the driving force
in his life. They directed his life and gave him the reason for his existence. These
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great winds are: the love, the knowledge and the pity for the suffering of the
mankind. He found ecstasy in the first two that took him to heaven while the third
brought him back to the earth with the practical reality. It appears from the words
of the author, these are essential parts of his life. It was because of his passions, he
found his life to be worth living and that he would gladly live it again if the chance
were offered to him. So, his passions are like the great winds of his life directing
him all along.
3. What, according to Russell, is the importance of love in life?

m

Answer
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Bertrand Russell is of the opinion that love brings ecstasy in one's life. He believes
that the bliss that love brings is so magnificent that he could sacrifice the rest of his
life for this joy of few hours. It relieves one of loneliness of this world. Russell says
that in love he has seen the heaven that the great saints and poets have imagined.
Here, Russell has given a spiritual dimension to love. He reached beyond through
love and it was pity that brought him back.

4. How does Russell's definition of knowledge differ from what is commonly
understood by the term?
Answer

Knowledge is a treasure and Russell was a seeker of it. He craved to know and
understood the Pythagorean power by which a number holds sway over the flux.
He was a much learned man. He did believe that he achieved a little of it as well
and yet he yearned for more. The understanding of the higher subjects, why the
stars shine? He beseeched beyond all this and it in turn took him upward toward
the heavens.
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5. Why is the quality of pity earth-bound while the other two passions are
elevating?
Answer

Ed
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Bertrand Russell had three passions governing his life all through. The first two
being love and knowledge, which elevated him and took him higher to the heavens
that great poets and saints have imagined. However, he said that the third one, i.e.,
pity, brought him back to the Earth, the reality. The pain in the echoing cries
reverberated in his heart. All the sorrow in the wide world forced him to return to
the Earth; the children in famine, victims tortured by oppressors, helpless old
people that become a hated burden to their children. Russell was moved by the
loneliness and poverty and pain that mocked human life. He imagined the ideal life
of a human without any suffering and sorrow. So, he longed to alleviate the evil,
however, he too suffered. He yet respected the human life and found it worth living
and fought throughout his life against all evils. Bertrand fought against the Vietnam
war and supported suffragists. Throughout his life he fought in favour of mankind
to make this world a better place to live.

6. How have the three passions contributed to the quality of Russell's life?

Answer

The three passions, the great winds, in the Russell's life contributed immensely to
its making. He found his life worth living and had he been given a chance, he would
have lived it again. It were not just passions but the three vital virtues governing his
life. These gave him directions and were behind all his actions. Bertrand Russell
believed in love, knowledge and pity. Whether it was his relationships with women,
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or fighting against Vietnam war, his stand on Israel, or his support to suffragists it
was always these three ideals that ruled all his actions.

https://www.edufever.com/

Chapter 04 - Patterns of Creativity

Chapter 3 Patterns of Creativity
Page No: 158
Understanding the Text
1. How does Shelley's attitude to science differ from that of Wordsworth and
Keats?
Answer

Ed

uf

ev

er

.c
o

m

Wordsworth in his A Poet's Epitaph looks at science with a critical mind. Even in
Tables turned he praises nature and appreciates the beauty it bequeaths to the
humanity and is critical of how humans ruin it all with their science and art. Keats
in Lamia talks of two facets of human nature: one is sensual and other emotional.
Keats calls philosophy destructive and pleasure unreal and calls them inseparable.
However, it is not that one must take Wordsworth's and Keat's take as absolute.
Shelley, for instance, is of a different opinion. For scientists it is best if they consider
Shelley. A. N. Whitehead's testimony called Shelley's attitude to Science, an
opposite pole to that of Wordsworth. He loved science, and was never tired of
expressing in poetry the thoughts, which it suggests. Science symbolised to him joy,
and peace, and illumination.

2. 'It is not an accident that the most discrimination literary criticism of Shelley's
thought and work is by a distinguished scientist, Desmond King-Hele.' How does
this statement bring out the meeting point of poetry and science?
Answer
A Desmond King-Hele, a British physicist, is the author of Shelley: His Thought and
Work. He said that Shelley's attitude to science emphasises the surprising modern
climate of thoughts in which he chose to live. Shelley describes the mechanisms of
nature with a precision and wealth of detail. It is a perfect fusion of poetry and
science. A scientist critically reviewing a poet's work on science. S. Chandrasekhar
points out two examples from Shelley's poetry in support of what is said about him.
He points out that in his poem Cloud, a creative myth, a scientific monograph, and
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a gay picaresque tale of cloud adventure are fused together. Then he cites an
example from Prometheus Unbound, which has been described by Herbert Read
as the greatest expression ever given to humanity's desire for intellectual light and
spiritual liberty.

3. What do you infer from Darwin's comment on his indifference to literature as he
advanced in years?
Answer
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Darwin, a great scientist, known for his work On the Origin of Species, enjoyed
literature only until he was 30, as he said. He enjoyed poetic works of Byron,
Coleridge, Shelley, etc. immensely. Shakespeare's historical plays gave him much
pleasure. However, as he advanced in his age to reach the benchmark of 30, the
charm faded and he began losing interest in pictures and music that once gave him
great delight. He tried reading poetry and Shakespeare; however, he found it so
intolerably dull that it nauseated him. It is surprising that the answer to this change
is in Darwin's own statement. His mind had become some kind of a grinding
machine to process laws out of facts. It caused atrophy of that part of the brain on
which higher tastes depended. It was hard for Darwin to infer it as well and, thus,
his romance with literature died away.

4. How do the patterns of creativity displayed by scientists differ from those
displayed by poets?
Answer
Poets are the bards celebrating the nature surrounding them. While, scientists are
the ones to harvest nature and its mechanism and mark inventions. Poets such as
Wordsworth and Keats criticise humans of exploiting nature. Whereas, scientists
on the other hand utilize the given resources of nature to create and invent.
However, it is not that there is an enmity between poets and scientists. Shelley said,
undoubtedly the promoters of utility, in this limited sense, have their appointed
office in society They make space and give time.Here we have Darwin, who enjoyed
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literature immensely, however, until he was thirty. He said later,' My mind seems
to have become a kind of machine for grinding general laws out of large collections
of facts but why this should have caused the atrophy of that part of the brain alone
on which the higher tastes depend.Thus, it can be understood, while the poets
celebrate the present and arrest it making it all immortal, the scientists create and
invent leading us to a tomorrow, thus, marking a difference.

5. What is the central argument of the speaker?
Answer
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A In the essay patterns of creativity, S. Chandrasekhar tries to figure out the reason
for the difference in the patterns of creativity among the practitioners in the arts
and practitioners in the sciences. He did not answer it, rather, he made an
assortment of remarks that bore the answer. He cites examples explaining how
poets and scientists view each other defining the difference in their views. There
are poets such as Wordsworth and Keats who are worshippers of nature, who
believe that humans sabotage nature by the technological advancement. However,
there are poets like Shelley, who do poetry on science. It is difficult to segregate
the views and put them into water tight compartments. Darwin, for instance
enjoyed literature immensely as it gave him utmost joy, but only till the age of 30.
W. B. Yeats, in praise of Shelley's A Defence of Poetry, called it the profoundest
essay on the foundation of poetry in the English language The author of the essay,
Chandrasekhar wonders in the end that why is there no such A Defence of Science
written by a scientist of equal endowment. Perhaps the answer to the question he
knew already.

Talking about the Text
1. 'Poets are the unacknowledged legislators of the world'.
Answer
Shelley in his famous essay, A Defence of Poetry, made the given statement. In his
work, Shelley expressed his view on poetry and poets. The power of poetry and the
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beauty of it. It is true that poetry makes every thing immortal by arresting its
enchanting beauty. It not just reflects, it has the power to ignite minds and bring
change. Poetry inspires humanity. Like Shelley said, ? oets are...the mirrors or the
gigantic shadows which futurity casts upon the present; the words which express
what they understand not; the trumpets which sing to battle and feel not what they
inspire; the influence which is moved not, but moves.It is poetry that bears the
future and inspire minds. It beholds the past and mirrors the present as well. Poets
are the subtle revolutionaries of our society. In fact, not just poets but all the great
authors as well. They are the force that drive the society to newness and are moral
critics. They participate in the society not just as viewers, but they keep a watch
and express their criticism or appreciation through their work.

m

2. Poetry and science are incompatible.
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There are two perspectives to every issue. While poets like Wordsworth and Keats
condemn man of exploiting nature and moving towards science, Shelley is a
scientific poet, who even in his poems like his Cloud. Shelley loved science and
expressed it in his poetry.? It symbolised to him joy, and peace, and illumination.
Charles Darwin, being such a great scientist was immensely fond of literature,
especially in his youth. However, another scientist, Faraday, who was absolutely
engrossed in his scientific experiments about electricity and made great invention.
It is always difficult to conclude whether poets and scientists are compatible or not.
There will be many such poets and scientists fond of science and poetry. While
there will be many who are only concerned about their subject.

3. 'On reading Shelley's A Defence of Poetry, the question insistently occurs why
there is no similar A Defence of Science written of equal endowment.'
Answer
A person who is passionate about her/his subject is bound to praise it profoundly.
The only difference might be in the medium of expression. While a poet chooses
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words to praise his subject, a scientist may choose an invention to express his
passion. This is natural. Thus, it is so that Shelley came up with a writing piece and
Faraday discovering the laws of electromagnetic induction and his discoveries led
him to formulate concepts such as 'lines of force' and 'fields of force'. It is not that
scientists do not defend their subject, Faraday did defend his discoveries by
answering Gladstone that there was every probability of the government taxing the
electricity soon. Just the medium one chooses to defend their subject matters.
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Chapter 05 - Tribal Verse

Chapter 4 Tribal Verse
Page No: 172
Understanding the Text
1. Identify the common characteristics shared by tribal communities all over the
world.
Answer
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The essayist identifies some common characteristics shared by tribal communities
all over the world. The tribals live in groups that are cohesive and organically
unified. They show very little interest in accumulating wealth or in using labour as
a device to gather interest and capital. The tribals accept a world view in which
nature, human beings and God are intimately linked and they believe in the human
ability to spell and interpret truth. They live more by intuition than reason, they
consider the space around them more sacred than secular, and their sense of time
is personal rather than objective.

Answer

Ed

2. What distinguishes the tribal imagination from the secular imagination?

The tribal imagination is, according to the author, dreamlike and hallucinatory. It
admits fusion between various planes of existence and levels of time in a natural
way. These characteristics distinguish the tribal imagination from the secular
imagination. In tribal stories, oceans fly in the sky as birds, mountains swim in the
water as fish, animals speak as humans and stars grow like plants. In tribal
imagination, stars, seas, mountains, trees, men and animals, can be angry, sad or
happy.
3. How does G. N. Devy bring out the importance of the oral literary tradition?
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G. N. Devy brings out the importance of the oral literary tradition by referring to
the richness of the works of the tribals that have been handed down from one
generation to the other orally. He tries to bring home the point that though the
literary compositions have been transmitted orally yet thematically and
ornamentally they are very rich. The stories and songs that have come down to the
tribals through oral tradition are unique. These compositions present the exclusive
world view of the tribals. He points out that the wealth and variety of these works
is very enormous. In order to show the importance of the oral literary tradition,
Devy throws light on the various characteristics of the tribal arts. He shows that
one of the main characteristics of tribal arts is their distinct manner of constructing
space and imagery, which might be described as hallucinatory. Playfulness is
another dimension of this tradition. Devy advocates that proper recognition should
be given to the oral literary tradition in view of its variety and richness.
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4. List the distinctive features of the tribal arts.

Ed
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According to the essayist G. N. Devy, the tribal arts display many distinctive
features.
One of the distinctive features of tribal arts is their distinct manner of constructing
space and imagery, which might be described as 'hallucinatory'. In both oral and
visual forms of representation, tribal artists seem to interpret verbal or pictorial
space as demarcated by an extremely flexible 'frame'. The boundaries between art
and non art become almost invisible. In a tribal Ramayana, an episode from the
Mahabharata makes a sudden and surprising appearance; tribal paintings contain
a curious mixture of traditional and modern imagery.
The tribal arts follow strict convention. Every tribal performance and creation has,
at its back, another such performance or creation belonging to a previous occasion.
The creativity of the tribal artist lies in adhering to the past while, at the same time,
slightly subverting it.
Playfulness is the soul of tribal arts. The tribal arts rarely assume a serious or
pretentious tone. The tribal arts are relaxed and never tense.
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The tribal oral stories and songs employ bilingualism in a complex manner.
5. 'New Literature' is a misnomer for the wealth of the Indian Literary tradition.
How does G. N. Devy explain this?
Answer
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According to the essayist, the tribal Literature should not be called 'New Literature'
as this has been in existence for many years. The songs and stories of the tribals
have been transmitted orally and as these have not been written down so many
people have been unaware of them. The essayist contradicts the views of the
western literary critics who have termed tribal literature as 'New Literature'. He
says that there is nothing new in this, what might be new is the present attempt to
see imaginative expression in tribal language not as folklore but as literature and
to hear tribal speech not as a dialect but as a language.

er

Page No: 173
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Talking about the Text

Answer
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1. 'It is time to realise that unless we modify the established notion of literature as
something written, we will silently witness the decline of various Indian oral
traditions'

Literature is usually thought of including those compositions like poetry and prose
which are written. But going by this notion, one may miss the aesthetic beauty of
the compositions as prevalent in many oral traditions. There is another stream of
literature containing compositions which are rich both thematically and
aesthetically. But as we have a rigid criteria of regarding compositions as literature
only when these are written so these do not get the status of literature. This is the
case with many Indian oral traditions. Unless we modify our notions of literature
there is every possibility that we will silently witness the decline of various Indian
oral traditions.
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Another View
Oral literary tradition is not a unique phenomenon in India. Oral traditions have
been in existence in all parts of the world. Oral traditions do not die out because of
their very nature of being transmitted
orally. So it hardly matters whether we modify our notion about literature or not ,
the oral traditions will continue to exist. What needs to be done is promotion of
oral literary tradition through patronage of the state.
2. “Tribal arts are not specifically meant for sale.” Does this help or hamper their
growth and preservation?
Answer
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Tribal arts are not specifically meant for sale. This help in their preservation and
growth. Tribal arts have a characteristic of their own. The tribal arts employ
hallucinatory and dreamlike imagination. They are playful in nature. The tribal arts
are thematically and aesthetically very rich. The tribal arts present a unique world
view of the tribals. So any attempt to commercialise tribal arts will hamper their
growth and preservation. Tribals are simple minded, not influenced by the ills of
modern societies which are under the sway of evils of consumerism. The tribal arts
are a part of life of the tribals. They perform these arts not for the sake of earning
money but with spontaneity to express their imagination and world view.
Another View
The non commercialisation of tribal arts hampers their growth and preservation.
Without any kind of commercialisation, the tribal artists cannot be economically
sound to carry on their creative works. Endeavours should be taken to
commercialise their arts so that the tribals are able to preserve their arts. The
tribals suffer from abject poverty and marginalisation in the society. So, their arts
need to be commercialised. This will give an impetus to the growth and
preservation of their art forms.
3. Because India's tribal communities are basically bilingual there is a danger of
dismissing their languages as dialects of India's major tongues.
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Answer
Most of the tribal communities are bilingual. They have assimilated many
vocabulary from the major languages of the country. It may seem to many of us
that their languages are dialects of India's major tongues.
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Another View
'Most of the tribal communities in India may be bilingual but there seems no danger
of dismissing their languages as dialects of India's major tongues. This only shows
that the tribal communities are assimilative in nature. Identity of any language is
never destroyed simply because it is borrowing words from some other language.
Had it been so then even languages like Hindi and other major languages which
keep on borrowing words from foreign languages would have lost their identity.
The tribal languages have a structural difference from the major languages of India.
Simply the presence of some words of other languages will not make them lose
their identity and make them identified as dialects of some major Indian languages.
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4. While tribal communities may not seem to possess the scientific temper,there
are many ideas from tribal conventions that could enrich modern societies.

Ed

Tribal communities may not seem to possess the scientific temper. However, there
are many ideas from tribal conventions that could enrich modern societies. The
tribals live close to nature. They treat nature as a living being. They consider it to
be the mother who nurtures them. The tribals have a very intimate and positive
relation with nature. This positive ideas of the tribals towards ecology can help
enrich the modern societies. The tribals are very simple minded. They have not
been influenced by evils like consumerism. Some tribal communities follow
matrilineal system. Tribal societies do not follow dowry system instead some tribal
communities fix a bride price that the groom pays to the bride either in cash or in
kind. This can be a lesson for the modern societies.
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Apperciation
1. How does 'A Munda song' show that the perspective of the tribal mind towards
the girl child is different from that of [other ] mainstream communities?
Answer
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In 'A Munda Song' the perspective of the tribal mind towards the girl child is
different from that of [other] mainstream communities. This song welcomes the
birth of a girl child. It celebrates the birth of a girl child. Contrary to the attitude of
the mainstream communities, this Munda song regards the birth of a girl child as
auspicious. This is beautifully expressed in the lines – A daughter was born, the
cowshed filled up. Ironically, in mainstream communities the birth of a boy child is
celebrated. The boy child is regarded as the carrier of the baton of the family line.
The girl child usually becomes an object of neglect and is looked down upon as a
burden.
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2. How does 'A Kondh Song' substantiate the tribal urge to gain domination over
time by conversing with their dead ancestors?

Ed

The tribals do not have possession over land but they have an urge to gain
domination over time. In 'A Kondh Song' this urge is beautifully substantiated by
referring to the conversation with their dead ancestors. They request the spirits of
their ancestors to accept the offerings of a baby fowl they make. They state that
they are offering because they are alive. They request the spirits not to inflict pain
on them after the spirits depart.
3. 'Adi Song for the Recovery of Lost Health' is in Miri Agom while Adi Agom is the
Adi community's language for routine conversation. How does this reflect upon the
high level of language sensitivity of the Adi? Can you think of other parallels in
modern languages between the literary variety and the colloquial variety?
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The ' Adi song for the recovery of lost Health' is in Miri Agom. This language is not
used in day to day conversation. It is applied in chanting during rituals. Miri Agom
is a highly rhythmic language. The existence of these two different languages testify
to the high level of language sensitivity of the Adi tribe. We find such parallels in
modern languages also. The Hindi language , the Bangla language, the English
language all have two variety of languages – one literary variety and the colloquial
variety.
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Chapter 06 - What is a Good Book?

Chapter 5 What is a Good Book?
Page No: 180
Understanding the Text
1. What, according to Ruskin, are the limitations of the good book of the hour?
Answer
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According to Ruskin, the limitations of the good book of the hour are that these are
not true books but merely letters or newspapers in good print. The good books of
the hour are simply some useful or pleasant talk of some person whom one cannot
otherwise converse with. These good books are written merely for the purpose of
communication to a wider audience. According to the essayist, these good books
are rather books of talk which are printed only because their authors cannot speak
to thousands of people at once. These are mere conveyance of voice through
printed words.
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2. What are the criteria that Ruskin feels that readers should fulfil to make
themselves fit for the company of the Dead?

The criteria that Ruskin feels that readers should fulfil to make themselves fit for
the company of the Dead are that one must be laborious and meritorious. Ruskin
feels that no wealth will bribe, no name will overawe, no artifice will deceive the
Dead. Ruskin says that in order to be with their company one has to rise to the level
of their thoughts.
3. Why does Ruskin feel that reading the work of a good author is a painstaking
task?
Answer
Ruskin feels that reading the work of a good author is a painstaking task as it is not
very easy to get into the meaning of the words that the author has written. He says
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that one has to be prepared to work like an Australian Miner to understand a good
book which is born of wisdom. Just as mining is a very painstaking task, so is reading
a good book, according to the author. In other words, the essayist means that one
has to go through between the lines to understand the pithy words in the good
books. Like an Australian miner, one needs patience and hard work to understand
the works of the good authors.
4. What is the emphasis placed by Ruskin on accuracy?
Answer
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Talking about the Text
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Ruskin emphasised on accuracy by pointing out that the entire difference between
education and non education consists in accuracy. Ruskin says a well educated
gentleman may not know many languages – may not be able to speak any but his
own – may have read very few books. But whatever language he knows, he knows
precisely, whatever word he pronounces, he pronounces rightly etc, Ruskin points
out that one may chose to read all the books in the British museum and may remain
an utterly illiterate, uneducated person but that if one read ten pages of a good
book, letter by letter, i.e., with real accuracy that truly is rewarding.

Ed

1. Ruskin's insistence on looking intensely at words, and assuring oneself of
meaning, syllable by syllable – nay, letter by letter.
Answer
Ruskin advises that one should look intensely at words and assure oneself of
meaning, syllable by syllable – nay, letter by letter. He means to say that one should
go between the lines to get into the core of the text of any good book. This may be
time taking and painstaking but very rewarding. This gives accuracy which is the
mark of an educated person. A well educated person may read few books but if he
or she reads them word by word, syllable by syllable only then can he/she reap the
fruit, gather wisdom and transform life.
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Another View
Reading between the lines is time taking. So,there is every possibility that in this
process one may not develop a wider perspective on various issues of life .This
would be so because one will be able to read few books only. One may develop
narrow aristocratic attitude by reading few books. To develop a comprehensive
view point one should be aware of the perspectives of as many authors as possible.
Extensive reading is very valuable. The essayist talks only of intensive reading.
Moreover, it is very difficult to categorise book as good or bad. This type of
categorisation totally depends on subjective assessment. This is relative in nature;
what is good book for some may not be so for the other.
2. Choice of diction is very crucial to the communication of meaning.
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Communication through words may be easy but for effective communication
emphasis has to be given on the choice of diction. In fact, the impact of any
communication depends on the choice of diction. A set of words may convey
almost the same meaning but out of these words only a particular word will convey
the meaning effectively.
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Chapter 07 - The Story

Chapter 6 The Story
Page No: 186
Understanding the Text
1. What do you understand of the three voices in response to the question 'What
does a novel do' ?
Answer
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The three voices stand for three different types of readers of novels. The first
voice represents a good tempered person who is engaged in some other activity
but is aware of the merits of literature. He does not have time and attitude to
analyse the novel. He only vaguely knows that a novel deals with a story. The
second voice represents the attitude of another type of readers of novel. This
type of readers are aggressive and brisk. These type of readers treat novels very
casually. They do not have time to analyse novels. They just want a story to read
and pass time. The third voice is that of novelists like the author himself to whom
story is the soul of a novel. All the three voices are unanimous that a novel
ultimately tells a story.

2. What would you say are 'the finer growths' that the story supports in a novel?
Answer
The finer growths that a story supports in a novel are the art of characterisation,
the narrative techniques and thematic and plot structures. The story is the
backbone, the basic structure without which the rest of the technicalities and
structures are meaningless. It is the story line that determines the other features
in a novel. The story contains the DNA of the novel.
3. How does Forster trace the human interest in the story to primitive times?
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Forster traces the human interest in the story to primitive times by describing
that the art of story telling is immensely old. It goes back to Neolithic times,
perhaps to palaeolithic times. He refers to the Neanderthal man's liking of stories
by referring to the anthropological evidence of the shape of the skull. To bring
home the point further, Forster conjectures a picture of the primitive audience as
an audience of shock heads, gaping round the camp fire, fatigued with contending
against the mammoth or the woolly rhinoceros and only kept awake by suspense.
The novelist drones on and, as soon as the audience guessed what happened
next, they either fell asleep or killed him. Forster also refers to the character of
Scheherazade who had to tell stories one after another to evade the danger of
being killed by her husband. Forster mentions that Scheherazade's talent to tell
suspense stories made her survive. In this way, Forster traces the human interest
in the story to primitive times.
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4. Discuss the importance of time in the narration of a story.
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Forster brings out the importance of time in the narration of a story. He says that
time is an integral part of a story. Though its appearance is both unlovely and dull,
according to the essayist, yet he exhorts us to consider it first in connection with
daily life. Forster says that daily life is also full of the time sense. But in daily life
one can think of any situation, even going beyond the time sequence. One can
chose to think of any situation in the past or in the future without going by the
strict order or sequence. This one does according to the value one attaches to a
particular situation. In other words, according to Forster, daily life is practically
composed of two lives-- the life in time and the life by values. Our conduct reveals
a double allegiance. According to the essayist, the story narrates the life in time.
In our daily life one can deny that time exists and act accordingly. But in case of a
story, time sense cannot be denied otherwise it becomes unintelligible. The
essayist mentions about many experiments made by the story tellers and
novelists in which they wanted to narrate events by not following the exact time
sequence. But these experiments failed to sway the readers. According to the
essayist, the basis of a novel is a story and a story is a narrative of events in time
sequence.
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Talking about the Text
1. What does a novel do?
Answer
A novel reflects human condition in terms of a narrative involving character or
characters.
It basically tells a story that entertains us and even gives us messages. A novel
may be realistic based on real life incidents or fictitious.
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2. 'Our daily life reflects a double allegiance to 'the life in time' and 'the life by
values'.
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We all owe a double allegiance to the life in time and the life by values. Life in
time refers to the exact sequence in which events occur in our lives. We often
think of life, our experiences in a proper sequence. But in our thinking we may
chose to think about events in a sequence of our choice. We may select
experiences or events or impressions from any point of time according to their
value or importance. This ability on our part shows that we can lead life by values
also.
3. The description of novels as organisms.
Answer
Novels are like organisms. They have structure just as organisms have structure. A
novel has a solid base in the story line. The story is the backbone of the novel. Just
as an organism has birth, growth and decay, so does a novel. A novel is like a
system.
Apperciation
1. How does Forster use the analogy of Scheherazade to establish his point ?
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Forster uses the analogy of Scheherazade to establish his point that story telling
with an element of surprise is the most important aspect in a novel. He refers to
the story of Scheherazade to bring home the point that her survival depended on
her ability to tell stories one after another to her husband king. Similarly, the art
of novel is dependent on the story line and the surprise and suspense that a story
creates. Without this element a novel cannot come into existence nor it can
survive.
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Chapter 7 Bridges
Woven
Words Essays English
Chapter
08 - Bridges
Page No: 196
Understanding the Text
1. How did the author feel about her mother's passion to make her a dancer?
Answer

Ed

uf

ev

er

.c
o

m

The author did not feel comfortable about her mother's passion to make her a
dancer. The author tells us that her mother discovered in her the innate ability to
dance. This motivated the author's mother to make her a dancer. The author tells
us that it was the film industry that ignited interest in her mother to make her a
dancer. The author says that she never wanted to be a dancer. She describes how
troublesome it was for her to travel to her dance teacher's house. The author felt
as though she was compelled to learn dance. She felt as if dancing was thrust
upon her.
When the author was sent to study in Queen Mary's college in Lahore, she at first
thought that she would not have to learn dance. But she considers it to be
unfortunate that her mother sent a dance teacher, Radhelal Misra along with her.
In a word, the author did not experience anything good about her mother's
passion to make her a dancer.
2. What were the lessons of life learnt in her younger days that Kumudini carried
into her adult life?
Answer
During her younger days Kumudini learnt many lessons that she carried into her
adult life. She relates one incident when she used to stay in Delhi in a sprawling
house allotted to her engineer father. Liaquat Ali(later Prime Minister of Pakistan)
used to be their neighbour. When one day she saw and her brother were caught
by his gardener picking guavas from his tree, Liaquat Ali did not punish them but
gave an open invitation to pick the fruits whenever they wished. The author says
that it was one of her first lessons in the games that politicians play.
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In Queen Mary's college in Lahore, she could learn the value of discipline. She
believes that discipline in one's daily routine does bring discipline in thinking.
When her mother died she could learn the pangs of hunger. This shows up in her
work. She could understand the nature of conflict which she dealt with in a play
called Duvidha.
Kumudini could learn to differentiate between sensitivity and sentimentality. In
her adult days she created a piece called Panch Paras, the five senses, to explore
this realm. Kumudini relates how she learnt a lesson from Ram Gopal that before
one begins to experiment, one need to perfect the technique with one
experiment.
Kumudini could learn about her own personality touring with Ram Gopal.

m

3. How did Kumudini react to her mother's death?
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Answer
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The news of the death of Kumudini's mother was not directly given to her by the
Principal of the school where she was studying at that time. She was told that she
had to go home as her mother was sick. When Kumudini reached home she saw
her mother dead. She felt helpless in this world . She was only 14 years old at that
time. Her hands hung loose from her body. She also felt hungry but couldnot
express it to anybody. She was afraid of appearing greedy.
4. What were the concepts that Kumudini Lakhia represent through Duvidha, Atah
Kim and panch Paras?
Answer
In Duvidha or conflict, Kumudini examined the plight of a middle class woman
who is chained to the traditions of Indian life. In Atah Kin, Kumudini uses the
concept of the desire for power.
Panch Paras is all about the exploration of spiritual life.
5. How does Kumudini Lakhia describe her guru Ramgopal's influence on her?
Answer
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Kumudini Lakhia describes intensely about her guru Ram Gopal's influence on her.
She recounts that Ram Gopal was a strict disciplinarian and had a fetish for
perfection of line. Kumudini has been influenced by this. She has tried to impart
this lesson to her students as well. Kumudini narrates how touring with Ram
Gopal enabled her to delve deep into her own personality.
Talking about the Text
1. Exceptionally talented people are born so; talent cannot be cultivated.
Answer

Ed
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Exceptionally talented people are born so, talent cannot be cultivated. Some
genetic scientists opine that talent is determined by the genetic factor. It is
inherited genetically. It cannot be cultivated . Had it been so, it would have been
possible to produce exceptionally talented people by grooming individuals. But in
reality that is not the case.
Another View
There are other group of scientists who believe that talent is not exclusively
determined by the genes or heredity. Environment plays a vital role in shaping
talent. They call it meme and not gene.

2. “Discipline and a questioning spirit can coexist in an individual.”
Answer
Discipline and a questioning spirit can go together. There is no inherent conflict
between the two. If somebody is disciplined then one will have questioning spirit
in a disciplined manner. Every discipline is with an objective. Discipline is not for
discipline's sake. So, if one seeks to understand the fundamentals of a discipline
there is no harm.
Another View
Discipline and questioning spirit cannot coexist. One cannot stick to any discipline
if one does not take for granted the basic assumptions of a discipline. For
example, one cannot follow and apply the principles of an art form if one keeps
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on questioning. Both cannot go together. Some sort of surrendering of the
questioning spirit is required to be disciplined.
3. “Before you begin experimenting you need to perfect the technique with which
you experiment.”
Answer

m

There is a tendency among people that they they start experimenting without
perfecting the technique with which one experiments. Great exponents of arts,
however, often recommend that improvisation should follow perfection of the
technique with which one begins with. Otherwise, the experiment becomes an
end in itself without bearing any fruit.
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4. Kumudini Lakhia's life is an inspiring illustration of the emancipation of women.

er

Answer
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Kumudini Lakhia's life shows the emancipation of women. She started learning
dance under the inspiration of her mother. She later on joined an Agriculture
course. In the Agriculture college she could experience the behaviour of boys and
the American teachers. After the completion of the course, she chose to join Ram
Gopal company as a performer. Having led a successful dance career, she settled
in a married life. All these show that she was free to chose her ways despite being
a woman and the way she could establish her identity in her career is inspiring
illustration of the emancipation of women.
Apperciation
1. The significance of reading an autobiography lies in drawing lessons from
another life. What is the significance of Kumudini's account for us as readers?
Answer
We as readers can understand many core issues of life by going through the
account of Kumudini. Her training in dance in her initial years teach us the lesson
that learning any art form requires dedication and hard work. It needs rigour to
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acquire the skills. Her account of going to the dance teacher's house show her
sheer dedication to the art.
We can know about the value of discipline when Kumudini talks of her teachers in
Queen Mary's college, Lahore. According to Kumudini, discipline in one's daily
routine does bring discipline in thinking. This is really inspiring for the readers.
Kumudini's account of her days with guru Ram Gopal is inspiring. We can learn
the lesson that one needs to perfect the technique with which one begins to
experiment.
Her account teaches us that one should learn to adjust with a group of different
personalities as in a family and a performance on the stage.

m

2. “I can see clear bridges between my life experiences and my work in dance.”
How does Kumudini Lakhia weave episodes from the two realms in her account?
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Kumudini Lakhia in her account shows that her life experiences form the basis of
her work in dance. Though she was focussed on dance, yet she tells us that she
lived her life. She has taken cues from her life experiences to present these in her
dance.
She recounts how in Duvidha or conflict she has examined the plight of a middle
class woman who is chained to the traditions of Indian life. In Atah Kim, we can
see how Kumudini bases the theme on the desire for power which she
experienced after her schooling was over.
Her work Panch Paras is on the spiritual realm of life. Kumudini tells us about her
experience on spiritualism, the arguments she used to have with her
grandmother regarding the existence of God etc. She has used this bit of
experience as theme in Panch Paras.
Language Work

1. Distinguish between the following pairs of words
Incredulous -

Incredible

Suspicious

Susceptible

-
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Sensitivity

- Sentimentality

Successive -

Successful

Answer

.c
o

m

Incredulous: not disposed or willing to believe, unbelieving
Incredible: beyond belief or understanding
Suspicious: openly distrustful and unwilling to confide
Susceptible: yielding readily to or capable of
Sensitivity: the ability to respond to physical stimuli or register small physical
amounts or differences.
Sentimentality: falsely emotional in a maudlin way.
Successive: having or giving the right of succeeding to an inheritance, following in
order or in uninterrupted course
Successful: having succeeded or being marked by a favourable outcome

Answer
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2. Interpret these phrases in the context of the essay
Mist of protection
At a crossroads

Mist of protection: The phrase has been used by the author to signify that her
childhood was very protective. Her parents always cared for her and kept watch
over her. They tried to influence her in all her activities. She found this protection
as something like a mist which covers our vision.
At a crossroads: At a cross roads refers to a situation when some one is not able
to decide as to which path to chose. In the text the phrase is used by the author
to describe her situation after completing the agriculture course when she was
left with few job prospects.
3. 'Kummi', ' ghumar' and 'dandia' are some dance forms mentioned in the text.
Make an inventory of folk dance forms in the different regions of the country.
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Arunachal Pradesh: Bardo Cham
Assam: Bihu dance, Jhumur
Chattisgarh: Raut nach, Panthi
Gujarat: Garba, Padhar, Raas,
Himachal Pradesh: Kinnauri Natti
Karnataka: Yakshagana
Kashmir: Dumhal
Lakshwadeep: Lava
Madhya Pradesh:Tertali, Charkula, Jawara, Grida dance
Maharastra: Pavri Naach
Manipur: Thang ta, Dol cholam
Mizoram: Cheraw Dance
Nagaland: Chang lo or sua lua
Orissa: Goti Pua
Pondicherry: Garadi
Punjab: Bhangra, Giddha, Jhumar, Ludi
Rajasthan: Ghoomor, Kalbelia, Bhavai
Sikkim: Singhi Chamm
Tamil Nadu: Kummi, Kolattam
Tripura: Hojagiri
West Bengal: Gambhira, Domni
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Chapter 1 Peacock
Page No: 108

Word Meanings
Notice these words in the poem and guess their meaning from the context
turquoise

darts

Answer
Turquoise: A greenish-blue colour
Dart: To move suddenly and quickly in a particular direction
Understanding the Poem
1. Comment on the lines that make you visualise the colourful image of the
peacock.
Answer
The lines which visualises the colourful image of the peacock are:
The poet, when calls the peacock, “a flash of turquoise”, the mind of the reader is
filled with colourful image of the peacock.
The phrase “the slender neck” portrays the sleek figure of the peacock and the
grace with which it poses.
“A blue shadow” again casts a wonderful image of peacock.
The poet talks about the beautiful eyes of the peacock, “Those dark glowing eyes
violet fringed with golden amber”.
2. What are the cues that signal the presence of the peacock in the vicinity?
A loud sharp call, flash of turquoise, a disappearing tail end, a blue shadow, the
wind changing its direction and the awakening of the cat and its stretch are a
signals that a peacock is in the vicinity.
3. How does the connection drawn between the tail and the eyes add to the

Downloaded from https://ncertbooks.guru

descriptive detail of the poem?
Answer
The pattern on the tail of a peacock looks like eyes, but these eyes cannot be
blinked. Rather the tail when contracted appears to give an illusion of blinking a
lot of eyes together. This adds to the descriptive details of the poem.

4. How does the poem capture the elusive nature of the peacock?
Answer
The poem captures the elusive nature of the peacock by describing its activities
that signal its presence indirectly. For example in the opening line of the poem we
hear "His loud sharp call", or we get a "glimpse of the very end of his tail" in the
last line of the first stanza.
If someone tries his best to get a glimpse of the elusive bird, he "might see the
peacock turning away as he gathers his tail."
This description presents a very elusive nature of the peacock.
5. The peacock is a colourful bird. How does the poem capture the various colours
that its plumage displays?
Answer
The poem captures the various colours of the peacock's plumage by use of
expressions like "turquoise", "blue shadow", "dark glowing eyes" and "Violet
fringed with golden amber". These expressions as we can see present the colours
associated with peacocks very beautifully.
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Chapter 2 Let Me Not to the Marriage of True Minds
Page No: 110
Word Meanings
The following two common words are used in a different sense in the poem.
Guess what they mean
bark

compass

Answer
Bark: Ship
Compass: Time range
Understanding the Poem
1. 'Constancy' is the theme of the poem. Indicate the words, phrases and images
that suggest the theme.
Answer
Constancy is not just the theme of the poem but also it is the most important
thing in any and every relationship. In the poem, there are many such phrases
that express this quality. A few of the expressions are listed below.
1. Love is not love which alters
2. Love is not love which … bends
3. It is an ever-fixed mark
4. Never shaken
5. Love's not time's fool
2. Why do you think the poet has used so many 'negatives' to make his
statement?
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Answer
"Negatives" are an effective tool to prove one's point. It highlights the other side
of the coin to bring home the positive points of the statement very effectively. In
this case the poet puts forward all the negative aspects that love is taken for, and
then argues that love is something permanent and beyond physical beauty.
3. What does the line 'I never writ, nor no man ever loved' imply?
Answer
It implies that if the poet is proved wrong about these thoughts on love, then he
will recant all that he has written, and no man has ever loved.

4. Love is presented as the subject or the doer of actions in the poem. Why do
you think the poet has used this form rather than involving human agents?
Answer
It is not surprising that Shakespeare has chosen love as the subject and has not
involved human agents. The reason for his choice is obvious and it the underlying
theme of the poem, the fickle nature of humans. However, the love, and eternal
being, is constant. Hence, the poet when talked of all the qualities that love
embodies and should be sans of, he chose love itself and not a human, whose
emotions and sentiments undergo frequent changes. Shakespeare should be
appreciated for his understanding of human nature and thus a wise decision
made by him in his composition.
5. Explain the phrases.
a. his bending sickle's compass
b. Time's fool
Answer
(a) Compass is considered as a symbol of eternity. However, in the poem, it
represents the change that a relationship goes through as it grows, old and less
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intense. How a man's love for his young beloved grows less as he gave value to
beauty over the spiritual love. Though the love never dies, the physical beauty of
a lover may fade and withers as it falls to time's compass' sickle.
(b) Shakespeare says that love is not at the mercy of time. True love is ageless. No
matter how old a human grows, with it love grows; though the physical beauty
falls prey to time's sickle. It is the constancy that holds two people in a
relationship together.
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Chapter 3 Coming Woven Words Poetry English
Page No: 112

Understanding the Poem

1. What does the bird in the poem announce? How is this related to the title,
‘Coming’?
Answer
The poem 'Coming' by Philip Larkin is a celebration ofthe advent of the spring. To
express the happiness the poet sets the plot of house fronts clothedin chilly and
yellow light. Amidst all this, a thrush sings a welcoming song. It seems the whole
nature is dancing with joy at the arrival of the new season. The thrush, sitting in a
garden shrub,laurel”, in the deep bare garden, is humming repeatedly in” its
fresh-peeled voice “that” it will be spring soon”. This joy full singing of the thrush
imparts an “astonishing” effect on the brickwork of the houses. The poet feels
happy as well to see the beauty that nature encompasses. In fact it is through the
voice of the thrush that the poet has tried to express that how overwhelmed he is
on the “coming” of the spring.
2. Why is the speaker’s childhood described as ‘a forgotten boredom’?
Answer
The autobiographical element makes a reader curious to know about Larkin's
childhood. His parents were very loving and affectionate. However, he recalls his
childhood as a dejected one. He talks of himself in depreciating terms. It appears
that the poet had a very poor concept of himself. It is also known that Philip
suffered slight stammer in childhood that endured for the rest of his life, though
reduced. If the reader pays attention, argues John Woley, it is not difficult to note
the contradiction in the term “forgotten boredom”. If, like Larkin says, he has
forgotten his childhood, the question is, how can he comment so confidently that
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it was a bored one? However, it may be concluded that Larkin's childhood did not
have any memories that he was fond of.He even remarked once that his
biography could begin when he was 21, which implies that nothing spectacular
happened before that. Thus, Philip Larkin recalls his childhood as “a forgotten
boredom”.
3. What causes the element of surprise when the child comes on the scene of
'adult reconciling'?
Answer
As Larkin is absorbed in the resonant humming of the thrush, he transcends
present to his boring childhood, which he feels is best forgotten. The poet is
transformed into a child. He feels happy like a child who feels happy just by
watching elders reconciling with each other. The child comprehends nothing yet
smiles just because the adults are happy. This might appear surprising however, if
one may look more closely, the scene reflects the innocence of a child. Probably
the poet has tried to make a point that our happiness lies in other's happiness.
The whole thought makes Larkin happy and he wonders about the mystiques of
universe and human life.

4. What two things are compared in the poem?
Answer
It is difficult to judge whether the poet is trying to compare or is drawing a
relation. Philip Larkin, in his poem Coming, celebrates the advent of the new
season, spring, with the “fresh-peeled voice” of the thrush. He creates the
imagery of the spring peeled out of the winter. The old season giving birth to the
new season. The nature had been sleeping in the cold and gloomy winter and
now the freshness of the new season sparked a new life in it. The birds, houses,
gardens, the whole nature has joined the party to welcome the spring. Seeing this
transformation the poet is so happy that he himself transcends into childhood.
Here Larkin highlights the difference between innocence and experience. He
presents an innocent watching the adults, laughing and reconciling, probably after
a fight or reconciling with the life. How he begins to feel happy though he
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understands nothing. This is the innocence of the child that his happiness lies in
others happiness, which is juxtaposed with the experienced adults, who engage
themselves in trivial issues creating troubles for themselves and others.
The poet has tried to bring out the difference between two seasons and stages of
human life. This mystique is beyond Larkin's comprehension and he is only left
wondering about it all.
5. How do you respond to these lines?
Light, chill and yellow,
Bathes the serene
Foreheads of houses
Answer
The poem Coming by Philip Larkin is dedicated to the beauty the spring brings
along with it. It is a celebration of humanity. In the beginning, the poet creates a
picturesque in the mind of a reader. Larkin creates a beautiful evening scenery.
The longer evenings of the spring are jeweled by the forehead of calm houses'
roof tops, washed down by the chilly and yellow light of the setting sun. The
reader is imparted with beautiful imagery of the whole environment sitting
serenely and enjoying the sun going down as the spring beckons. They all dance
to the humming of the thrush in the deep garden. It feels like the whole nature
has come alive in the lovely evening and join the party to welcome the coming of
the spring.
6. Comment on the use of the phrase ‘fresh-peeled voice'.
Answer
Larkin uses the “fresh-peeled voice” of the thrush as an adjective to beautify the
evening setting of the new season, the spring. The phrase describes the freshness
and sharpness of the thrush's humming. This freshness is symbolic of the
freshness that has dissolved in the air with the advent of the new season that the
poet celebrates. The thrush sings, sitting in a “laurel-surrounded in the deep bare
garden”. It hums repeatedly that “it will be spring soon”. Its singing marks an
“astonishing” effect on the brickwork of the houses. The song of the thrush also
acts a catalyst in the transcending of Philip to his childhood flashing the
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“forgotten-boredom” right in front of his eyes. He is transformed into a child. The
poet probably tries to draw a parallelism between the freshness of the bird's song
and the innocence of the child. The “fresh-peeled voice” is symbolic of the spring
succeeding the winter. The transformation of the season. It appears as the winter
gave birth to the spring and now that it is coming, the whole universe and
humanity dance to the tune of thrush to join in the celebration.
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Chapter 4 Telephone Conversation
Page No: 115
Word Meanings
Notice these expressions in the poem and guess their meaning from the context:

brunette
clinical assent

m

squelching tar
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o

rancid breath
spectroscopic flight of
fancy
rearing on the thunderclap
peroxide blonde
raven black

ev
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Answer
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rancid breath: Rancid means a matter which is offensive or disagreeable. Thus,
the voice in which the lady speaks to the poet is under an immensely nasty or
insulting breath.
squelching tar: The verb squelch means to strike or press with crushing force.
Thus, the expression used here is that of a huge amount of compressed tar, the
dark coloured product obtained after distillation of coal or wood, expressing the
complexion of the poet.
spectroscopic flight of fancy: The word spectroscopy originated from the concept
of dispersion of visible light into seven different colours. Thus, the word explains
the dispersed flow of thoughts of the lady after talking to the erudite poet. Her
fancies of a “dark” man gained wings and attained new levels of interpretations
when she had to submit to the fact that she knew lesser than the person on the
other side of the line.
rearing on the thunderclap: A thunderclap refers to something resembling the
sudden occurrence of a thunder, as in loudness or unexpectedness.
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brunette: Brunette here refers to dark hair and, often, dark eyes and darkish or
olive skin.
peroxide blonde: This expression refers to a harsh or unnaturally bleached palm
and sole of feet rather than a natural fair complexion. Peroxide is a chemical
which is used as a bleaching agent.

m

clinical assent: The voice of the lady in the poem seemed clinical while assenting
to the poet's revelation. It refers to the concerned voice based on a vivid and
actual observation of the poet, giving in to the situation after a lot of thought and
inspection.

ev

Understanding the Poem

er
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raven black: Here, raven black is a metaphorical expression to describe the
intensity of the colour black. Raven is supposedly a very large, dark complexioned
bird of the crow family. This metaphor is usually used to describe dark-skinned
people.

Answer
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1. State the central issue in the poem.

The central issue dwells around the ironical fact that when a person is in search of
shelter, the questions being asked are based on his skin colour and not the usual
queries exchanged like that of the rent, the amenities provided and other basic
requirements in an apartment. The landlady is shown to have possessed a very
shallow racist behaviour in the poem and ironically, the poet is shown to be sorry
for something which he was born with. Discrepancies between what appears to
be and what really is create a sense of verbal irony that helps the poem display
the ridiculousness of racism.
2. There are intervals of silence in the interaction between the landlady and the
prospective tenant. What are the reasons for this?
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Answer
There are intervals of silence in the interaction between the landlady and the
prospective tenant. The main reason behind this was the fact that the landlady
felt inferior in the face of the poet and realised her lack of knowledge as
compared to the erudite intellect of the poet. The sudden silences are prominent
in the poem emphasizing the impact of the African’s race being revealed to the
landlady. The ignorance of the landlady is also portrayed with humour on a very
subtle level.

m

3. How is colour highlighted in the poem and why? List all the words in the poem
that suggest colour.
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The various colours highlighted in the poem exemplify the difference between the
landlady and the poet, based on the skin-colour of both. The use of the colour red
is magnified to explain the various things which are red in colour like the
telephone booth, the double-tiered bus and the pillar-box. It explains the colour
of the dark-skinned poet who was not fair-complexioned like the landlady on the
other side of the line. The expression 'gold-rolled' shows the elite class to which
the 'fair-skinned' people are said to belong.
Various colours which are used in the poem are: Red, Black, Gold, milk chocolate,
brunette and blonde.
4. Which are the lines in the poem that impressed you the most and why?
Answer
'West African Sepia' is the phrase which impressed me the most. This phrase
seems to be a befitting reply to the ignorant white woman. This phrase in the
poem projects humour on a very subtle level where the poet, when asked again
and again, about his color, turns to reply like a person with a high level of
intellect. Through these words Soyinka tries to emphasise on the fact that it is
wrong to judge a person's level of wisdom and knowledge based on his color.
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Page no: 116
5. You know what ‘hide-and-seek’ is. What would ‘hide-and-speak’ mean?
Answer
The expression 'hide-and-speak' here expresses the taboo of the dark-skinned
people being inferior to those who claim themselves to be 'fair-skinned' and thus,
more learned, sophisticated, civilised and superior.
6. Certain words in the poem are in capital letters — why?
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Answer
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Certain words in the poem which are in capital letters are: “HOW DARK?', 'ARE
YOU LIGHT?', 'OR VERY DARK?', ' OR VERY LIGHT?'
These words exemplify the purpose of the poem which is to showcase the racist
mentality of the fair-skinned. When a landlady talks to a tenant, the only matter
of concern should be whether the person is suitable for staying with respect to his
behaviour, financial position, etc. and not on his skin colour. These capital letters
magnify the fact that it is more important for the landlady to know how darkskinned the person on the other side of the phone is, rather than how erudite or
intellectual or well-behaved he might be.
7. Why do you think that the poet has chosen the title ‘Telephone Conversation’?
If you were to suggest another title for the poem, what would it be?
Answer
'Different- are We?' could be another suggestion for the title of the poem.
However, the poet has chosen a very appropriate title for the poem - 'Telephonic
Conversation'. It refers very aptly to the shallow racism being projected by the
conversation between the landlady who is 'white' and the poet who is 'dark'. The
telephone symbolises the gap between the two ends of the line, the impossibility
for both the ends to meet.
8. The power of poetry lies in suggestion and understatement. Discuss this with

https://www.edufever.com/

reference to the poem.
Answer
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Understatement means to state or represent less strongly or strikingly than the
facts would bear out. Thus, it is a very well known fact that it is very understating
to decide one's status or level of knowledge based on his/her color. The play of
words between the landlady and the poet clearly proves that a man's color and
region has nothing to do with the levels of education he has attained and the
power of wisdom he possesses. The questions posed by the landlady became a
mockery at her own level of intellect. Thus, the poem very strongly suggests that
the question of civilisation does not rest on own's color. Soyinka humorously uses
sarcasm as he says 'Shamed/By ill mannered silence" when it is obvious that is the
woman who is the ill mannered of the two.
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Chapter 5 The World is too Much With Us
Page No: 118
Understanding the Poem
1. Why does the poet prefer to be a primitive Pagan rather than a member of
civilised society?
Answer
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Wordsworth is deeply disturbed by the materialism and consumerism, brought to
us by the industrialisation. It has encompassed humanity, who is too busy “getting
and spending”. He mourns that humanity has such wonderful powers that are being
laid waste. The mankind has given her heart away to this destructive blessing, the
poet calls it a “sordid boon”, an oxymoron. Thus, Wordsworth decides to become
a Pagan and prays to God. Pagans were the people of Southern Europe, they were
not worshippers of a monotheistic God. They were rustics or rural folk. Wordsworth
admires their tradition and perceives that to be close to nature he should be one
of them. He wishes to feed on and relish the mesmerising beauty of the nature. He
wishes to enjoy the lea he stands on, so that he might feel a little less lonely. He
wants to have the glimpses of the countryside and wants to taste the rural and
rustic life that a Pagan lives. He wishes to go back in time where he might get a
chance to see “The Old Man of the Sea”, Proteus, rising from the sea. He wishes to
see “The Messenger of the Sea”, Triton, the son of Poseidon. Wordsworth wishes
to be in absolute harmony with the nature.
2. What, according to the poet, are human beings out of tune with?
Answer
Wordsworth has always been close to nature. Whether in his Tintern Abbey or The
Tables Turned, he has appreciated nature profoundly. His “The world is too much
with us” lays scathing criticism on the humanity that is distanced from the nature.
The materialistic belief of "getting and spending" that the industrialisation dawned
upon us, Wordsworth calls it a "sordid boon", a contradiction. The poet talks about
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the worlds of past and the future, "late and soon". He is unhappy because mankind
has given her heart away to this destructive blessing. We consider the Industrial
Revolution a boon, while the poet has deeply condemns it. We do not see “the
nature that is ours”. Wordsworth appreciates nature's beauty. He talks of how the
fragile sea, in the night, bares her bosom to the moon. The beauty of the white light
reflected on the mirthful waters appears magnificent. Then the poet talks of how
the wild winds gather above us, hovering like a sleeping flowers. However, he
deplores the loss of it; he suffers due to the mechanical advancement of the
society. Lamenting the poet declares how the humanity is “out of tune” with it all
and wishes to become a Pagan so he might get glimpses of the beauty of nature.
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Chapter 6 Mother Tongue
Page No: 120
Understanding the Poem
1. The quill is the central element of the poem – what does it symbolise?
Answer
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The quill symbolises the Sharade script. A script is central to propagate and
preserve any language. In this case the poet is eager to make a point for her mother
tongue Dogri which was originally written in Sharade script but for reasons
unknown happened to be written in Devanagari script. So she personifies the reed
and requests it to give a quill and the reed instantly agrees to do so saying that it is
also the servant of the Shahni like the poet herself and ready to serve her.
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2. You notice a sense of urgency in the poet's request – what is the reason for this?

Ed

The reason for the sense of urgency shown in the poem is because of fast depleting
base of Dogri language in its native speakers and the influence of other language
on it. The poet is concerned that if the Dogri speaking population is not ready to
serve the Shahni(Dogri) then it will be too late to save the language.

3. How has the poet brought out her emotional attachment to her mother tongue?
Answer
The poet has brought out her emotional attachment to her mother tongue in the
form of this beautiful poem wherein she treats her mother tongue as Shahni and
the poet herself as a maid to the service of the queen. The emotional height is
reached when the reed instantly agrees to cut its hand and give it away for the
service of Shahni in the form of a quill.
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4. Personification is a figure of speech that attributes human qualities to inanimate
things and abstract ideas. How has it been used in the poem?
Answer
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The poet has beautifully used the tool of personification for her mother tongue
Dogri and its script Sharade. Dogri has been personified as Shahni and Sharade
script has been personified as the queen's maid in the form of a quill. The
dramatization of the reed cutting its hand to offer for the service of the queen
animates the entire poem and rouses the reader to stand up for the greater cause
of saving/serving one's mother tongue.
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Chapter 7 Hawk Roosting
Page No: 122
Understanding the Poem
1. Comment on the physical features of the hawk highlighted in the poem and their
significance.
Answer
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Hawk Roosting signifies self-esteem or self-assertion of a Hawk that is so alienated
from the human world. The poem is a dramatic monologue in a non-human voice;
i.e., of the Hawk, who carries the false belief of himself being the most superior
living being. The Hawk brandishes its supreme ego by boasting of its physical
features. The outrageous fashion in which he brands his physiology insinuates his
arrogance. The much vaunted self-praise has criticised as an instance of fascism.
The poet has brought out savagery by describing the unsophisticated physiology of
the Hawk. In the first stanza of the poem, the Hawk claims to limit the whole of the
world between his “hooked head” and “hooked feet”. The Hawk insinuates himself
to embody the whole of creation and even while he is asleep he “rehearses perfect
kills and eats” in his dream. In the third stanza, we see the Hawk challenging the
God. He flatters himself that “it took the whole of Creation” to design him, his foot,
his each and every feather. Now the roles are reversed and he possesses and
exercises his power over the whole world.

2. How does the poem emphasise the physical prowess of the Hawk?
Answer
Ted Hughes' poetry is known for its intense and obsessive fascination with the
world of birds and animals. His poems shock us with unusual phrases and violent
images. The poet, in the poem Hawk Roosting, presents the reader a grotesque
image of a Hawk whose physical prowess, from the perspective of the hawk itself,
is emphasised. The Hawk sits on the top most branch of a tree in wood. The
egocentric Hawk sees itself at the top of the world. It expresses its superiority
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thought its physiology. The savage features of the Hawk make it appear ferocious
and superior to the rest of the living beings. It talks of its “perfect kills and eats”
even in its dreams. The fascist Hawk believes that it took the whole of Creation to
make it. And now that the roles are reversed, it takes just one flight of it and it can
revolve it all round slowly. The fashion in which it exercises its authority by calling
the whole of the world its own, it gives itself the solemn right to kill where it
pleases. There is no sophistication about the Hawk. He is arrogant and swaggers.
His demeanour is not appreciable as he slanders the Sun, showing that even the
Sun follows the Hawk. He talks of his eyes as the final authority and that they
haven't “permitted no change” since it began. And the Hawk plans to keep it all like
this.
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3. 'There is no sophistry in my body' – this statement expresses the brutal frankness
of the Hawk. Does the poet suggest something through this statement?
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Ted Hughes in the poem Hawk Roosting portrays the Hawk as arrogant and
fallaciously authoritative. The poet apprises Hawk's savage and grotesque image to
the reader. The fashion in which it is personified, belittling God and Creation is
condemned as fascism by many critics. The direct way it beholds itself as the
highest authority shows its audacity to challenge all the social and moral laws of
this world. When it says that “there is no sophistry in my body”, the Hawk is ruthless
and brutally frank about its physiology. It is disdainful and its narcissism is much
apparent by its insolence and impudence as it does not pay heed to the laws of
nature or even the social laws. It lacks mannerism and is gall; only knows killing and
ripping the heads off as and when it pleases the Hawk, as it all (the whole Creation)
is subservient to him and it. In the fifth stanza, the Hawk declares itself inscrutable
and that its ways of killing are not to be questioned. It is the Hawk who decides the
allotment of death and there is no other supreme authority to challenge its flight,
which is “through the bones of the living”.

4. 'Now I hold Creation in my foot' – explain the centrality of this assertion in the
poem. What makes the hawk's assertion of its invincibility so categorical?
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5. Why is the poem entitled 'Hawk Roosting'?
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As posed in the poem, the Hawk appears to be absolute and indomitable. It ascribes
itself the summit of the jungle. The highest of all the social ladder, it sits on the
highest point from where it can see it all beneath and small. The Hawk exaggerates
that it took the whole of the Creation to design it. It sits on a bark that is rough and
it at the highest point of the tree. The perspective of the Hawk is bounded by its
vision. The little of the wood that it sees from its seat it takes it to be the whole of
the world and presumes itself as its God. The little bird's petty egocentricity is
amusing as when it flies it believes itself to be the one rotating the planet and
moving the whole of the life. So now that the roles are reversed, the Hawk exclaims,
“Now I hold Creation in my foot.” The Hawk declaring its assertion as invincibly
categorical. It is the Hawk who is in the control of the whole creation, even the Sun
abides by it. Nothing that its eyes do not permit can flourish or even exist.

er

Answer

Ed

uf

ev

The poem is about the speaker, the Hawk, who is looking down from where it is
roosting, the highest point in the woods. It is a dramatic monologue in a non-human
voice. The Hawk boasts of its superiority and is self-assertive. It is symbolic of we
humans who tend do not think beyond what has been defined to us by the society
our beyond our perspective. Our ignorance is our bliss as in the case of the Hawk.
The Hawk, who narrates its story of how it perceives the world, is personified
incarnating it as the most superior of all the beings. The Hawk believes itself to be
the centre of the cosmos. The whole poem is from the perspective of the Hawk,
the bird of prey. The poem is from Hughes' second book, Lupercal, published in
1960. Once in an interview he explained, “Actually what I had in mind was that in
this hawk Nature is thinking. Simply Nature. It's not so simple because maybe
Nature is no longer so simple.” in many of Huges poems animals serve as a
metaphor. He takes their help to describe his perspective on life. Ted is known for
evoking violent imagery and his description of the ultimate battle of survival. In
Hawk Roosting, the Hawk goes on blathering about its inherited supremacy and its
ignorance is its bliss, which it celebrates.
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6. Bring out the parallel suggested between the predatory instincts of the bird and
human behaviour.
Answer
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Ted Hughes has always known to have cited examples of animals or birds or even
fishes in his poems to draw a parallelism between the animal world and human
behaviour. We humans are social animals; however, the animal instinct is still
seated within us. Hughes explores this proclivity of humans, when the predatory
instinct takes over. In the poem the Hawk hungers for the power and authority,
similarly humans lust for power and exercise their supremacy. The Hawks
perspective is blinded or limited by its vision and even with humans, their ignorance
is their bliss. There is a constant battle, the survival of the fittest. It is a jungle raj.
The Hawk talks of its inherited power from the roost it resides in. It blathers its
pride and self-assertion. The way any other human does. It matters little of whether
there is an element of truth in it or not, but whether the Hawk or a human, they
proclaim their supremacy over the rest of the world. They believe themselves to be
the rulers of the Creation and mock God, thankless beings who weave their own
fall.
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Chapter 8 For Elkana
Page No: 126
Understanding the Poem
1. Comment on the subtlety with which the poet captures the general pattern of
communication within a family.
Answer
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Nissim in his poem For Elkana has portrayed a common scene of any Indian home.
On an April evening, strolling in the porch, the wife tries to discuss certain issues
that the husband is indifferent to, as he believes that any man in the
neighbourhood would know solution to them, while their son plays around. The
lady of the house is keen on discussing the issues and needs no disturbance and
demands her husband to pay attention. A simple style of how a conversation takes
place between any husband and wife, be it on any topic under the sun. the husband
finds the talk irrelevant and tries to ignore. He believes the issues the wife is
discussing to be too simple to waste his time on and humorously declares that the
wife is always correct to avoid any further argument. The reader may find it
interesting to note that even during the argument the poet does not forget to
mention the love of the wife for the husband.
2. Poetic effect is achieved in the poem through understatement and asides.
Discuss this with examples.
Answer
The effect that an understatement or an aside creates is the vivid visual imagery
that descends in the reader's mind while reading the poem. It brings the reader in
resonance with the poet's mood while composing. The reader is overwhelmed with
the setting through which the poet captivates the reader's mind. Thus, the work of
these adjectives is to not just beautify but to create the image of the plot. The
details of the background and other surroundings, the details about the characters
that infuses the mind of the reader so that it all appears lucid to imagine and feel
what the poet probably felt or is trying to convey through her/his creation.
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When the poet details the environment like “on a broken window pane” and the
rest, an image is imparted of the house the characters live in. The emotional effect
is created when the narrator recalls “the man she loves who happened to be me”
amidst the argument, it makes it clear that no matter how many debates or
discussions happen the bond between a husband and wife is eternal and can not
be challenged. The poet does not forget the little one around and his body
language, he describes keenly. How with “his small legs well apart” he demanded
his mother with dinner. The little boy is growing up, his body language reflects his
attitude; “his crescent-moon-like chin uplifted eyes hard and cold” display his
determination. These all draw a images cascading in the mind along while one reads
the poem.
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3. How is the idyllic juxtaposed with the pedestrian in the poem?
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Nissim is known for bringing out the extraordinary in the ordinary. His poems are
based on the ordinary settings and ordinary issues. The fashion with which he
presents the common issues are appreciated by many critics. In fact he was the first
Indian poet to have abandoned romance and write on ordinary issues in poetry
composed in English. In his poems like The Night of the Scorpion, he portrays the
emotions of the ordinary human being. An ordinary p0edestrian scene of a village
out of which he created a hyperbole presenting it in a very idyllic fashion. Even in
the poem For Elkana, Ezekiel has exploited a very ordinary home situation in which
the parents are discussing their household issues. It is just that through various
figures of speech such as meiosis, undertones, asides and understatements he
personifies the ordinary that any married couple may undergo or a parent may
have for her/his child. Thus, through his creation Nissim has given the reader that
even in an pedestrian lies an idyllic expression.

4. Explain the undertones in the statement:
'Wife and husband in unusual rapport
State one unspoken thought':
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The statement explores the subtle relation of a husband and a wife. The statement
shows both the sides of the relation. While the two are probably in a heated
argument, yet they both think alike and read each other's thought as well. Other
than being husband and wife they are parents to a boy of seven. They have the
same feelings towards their child; who, they both believed, should be disciplined.
When the son approaches them demanding the dinner from his mother, she points
a finger at him telling him to stay quiet for some time as their was an ongoing
discussion that he was interrupting. However, the impatient child continued to nag.
Both the parents gave each other a look as they both agreed at least on this that
the discussion was being interrupted, no matter whether the father was least
interested. However, later he agreed on that the boy should be given the dinner
immediately due to his wits and logic. But at this time, they both think of the same
thing, it is the parenthood that binds them other than their own relation. And just
an exchanged look was all they needed to read what the other one was thinking
only to realise that it was exactly the same.
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5. Comment on the capitalisation of all the words in the line:
'Children Must be Disciplined'.

The line is heavy and carries authority of a parent. It was the thought that both the
parents were thinking of when their son barged in their on going conversation.
Though unspoken, the gesture that both the parents made made it clear what they
were thinking about exactly the same thing. When a parent talks of how disciplined
a child must be. The capitalisation highlights the stress laid on the words. They are
unsaid by the parent, however they are authoritative implying that a child ought to
be obedient and well behaved.

6. What makes the urgency of the child's demand seem logical?
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Answer
The child is young and impatient. When he hears the mother discussing things with
the father, on hearing her voice reminds him that he is hungry. So, he goes up to
her asking for food. Even on being gestured by the mother to wait for five minutes
he demands food throwing his logic at her that he will not be hungry any more. The
argument is appealing to the father, he feels that a boy, so young, who is “such a
logician deserves his dinner straight away.” The urgency with which the boy
demands and with such wittiness makes the mother laugh. This joy held the three
together. The mother then agrees to serve the dinner and they go inside the house.
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Chapter 9 Refugee Blues
Page No: 131
Understanding the Poem
1. The title, 'Refugee Blues' encapsulates the theme of the poem. Comment.
Answer
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Blues are African-American form of ballads that originated by the end of 19th
century. They primarily are melancholic and sad and can be called as “the sad black
slave's songs”. In this Blue Ballad, Auden narrates the suffering of the Jews by Nazis,
their persecution, the holocaust, the concentration camps, the rise of Fuhrer and
Nazism. The poem revolves around a Jewish couple who escaped the Nazi Germany
and emigrated to the United States of America. These refugees now sing this Blue
talking of their agony and pain that they have nowhere to go to.
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2. What is the poetic technique used by the poet to convey the plaintive theme of
the poem?

Ed

Refugee Blues is a Blue Ballad. A form that defines his character. Ballads were
popular in Ireland and Britain till 18th century while Blues were popular in AfricanAmerican that originated at the end of 19th century. Auden, a British migrated to
USA, blends the two techniques to bring out this beauty that sings the sorrows and
sufferings of Jewish Refugees. The metre used in the poem is the same he used in
his poem 'Calypso', written around the same time, 1930s. While Ballads were
popular medieval forms of narrative verse while a Blue is a African-American music
genre that has a rigid pattern concerning the use of repetitions and a simple rhyme
scheme. In the poem, the first two lines of every stanza rhyme with each other, a
tercet, while the third line draws a repetitive pattern, with the phrase “my dear”
being repeated in every third line giving a unique uniformity to the poem. It is
interesting to note that first word of every stanza is a verb. The poem is a first
person narrative, in a colloquial and informal language.
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3. What do the references to the birds and animals made in the poem suggest?
Answer
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Refugee Blues is a melancholic poem that narrates the constant terror that hovers
a Jew couple that escapes to America and their ordeal for no one sympathises with
them. The constant fear of loss of home and death haunts them. They are
unwelcome even to the new found land, America as they accuse them that they
will take away their 'bread'. The poet juxtaposes the free birds and animals to the
lives of Jews. The freedom that the Dog, Cat or Fish enjoy is not blessed to the Jew
couple. They remember the orders of Fuhrer (Hitler) to wipe out the whole Jew
race through the holocausts or concentration camps where they were thrusted into
gas chambers. It is brought out that even animals in America enjoy freedom and
are respected; whereas, Jews in Germany have no right to live as per the Nazi
regime. The narrator is upset that even a fish who is at the mere distance of 10 feet
from the narrator can swim freely in the waters while the narrator is mourning at
his and his wife's misery.
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4. How does the poet juxtapose the human condition with the behaviour of the
political class?

The poem is crafted in the environment when the whole of Germany rose to the
ideology of Nazism and the political thinkers were determined to terminate the
whole of Jew community.
The thunderous rumbling of Adolf Hitler that “they must die” shook waves of terror
across Europe paralysing Jews to utmost horror. The narrator exclaims at this that
they are in his mind! In a public meeting in USA, where they took refuge, the
speaker spoke anti Jews as well. He possibly meant that if Jews were allowed to
settle in they would steal their jobs and food. Jews across the America and Europe
were looked at with bitter hatred. Everyone wanted them dead. At this time the
couple is left destitute at the hands of fate. They are scared and bewildered. They
have nothing to go back to the nation that was once their. They suffer the loss of
identity and are threatened with death constantly. A striking contrast is drawn
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between the two sects that the world around them is divided into. One is
comprising of people like them, the Jews and the other is the one hunting for them,
wanting to kill them. One is the sufferer and the other is the one inflicting pain on
the first one.
5. How is the essence of the poem captured in the lines 'two tickets to Happiness'?
Answer
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The narrator and his partner are homeless and they have nothing to go back to.
They grieve on their loss of identity and home. Desperate to be happy, they are
ready to pay for it. The picture presented is piteous and lamentable. Though they
cannot have the happiness in reality, they imagine an express that goes to a land
of happiness and wish to purchase two ticket of it, one for the narrator and other
for his partner. The narrator desperately looks for some place to board the train
but every coach was full. It is death present everywhere and they cannot afford to
be happy as Hitler has called the whole Europe that “they must die”. Even in the
end on a land far stretched with whiteness of snow everywhere, it is displeasing
to see the Nazi army hunting the Jew couple, obviously, to kill them.
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Chapter 10 Felling of the Banyan Tree
Page No: 133
Understanding the Poem
1. Identify the lines that reveal the critical tone of the poet towards the felling of
the tree.
Answer
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There are many expressions in the poem that reveal the critical tone of the poet
towards the felling of the tree:
“Its scraggy aerial roots fell to the ground”
“Sawing them off for seven days and the heap was huge”
“Insects and birds began to leave the tree”
“Fifty men with axes chopped and chopped”
“We watched in terror and fascination this slaughter”
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2. Identify the words that help you understand the nature of the poet's father.

There are such words in the poem that help one understand the nature of the
poet's father.
The father was a much practical man. Probably because the whole family was
moving to Baroda, the father got all the trees removed and the surrounding
property demolished. He was not an emotional man but a man of actions.
“the structures were demolished”
“but he massacred them all”
“My father ordered it to be removed”
3. 'Trees are sacred my grandmother used to say'– what does the poet imply by this
line?
Answer
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There are many legends surrounding the sheoga, the oudumber, the neem and
most of all the banyan tree. These are considered mythologically relevant and holy
in Hinduism. Old folk who are deeply religious consider it sin to cut down these
trees as they are to be worshipped according to the holy scriptures. They even say
that if one brings neem or peepal down by felling them they are cursed with ill fate.
There are plenty of stories in our mythology that fear and plague our society with
as many superstitions as possible. Thus, the poet is merely trying to convey the
fears and religious beliefs of old folk like his granny.
4. No trees except the one which grows and seethes in one's dreams'– why is the
phrase 'grows and seethes' used?
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In the climax of the poem, the poet with his family moved to Baroda. There, the
poet sees banyan tree. The memory of the banyan tree in his own garden rushes
to him. And now that the tree in reality is dead, for his father brought it down, the
poet carries its memories in his faded dreams. The poet personifies the banyan tree
by saying that this tree is the one that grows in one's dreams, i.e., in poet's dreams.
There in the dreams, the tree seethes, i.e., boils. It is to be considered for why the
poet has used the second term. Is it possible that the tree is in anguish, because it
was brought down, and thus it boils in anger while it grows in the poet's dreams
though dead in reality.
5. How does the banyan tree stand out as different from other trees? What details
of the tree does the poet highlight in the poem?
Answer
In Bhagvad Geeta, Krishna said, “Of all the trees I am Banyan Tree”. Banyan is
considered to be the most pious tree in Hindu mythology. It is believed that Buddha
renounced under the banyan tree in Bodh Gaya. There are many more such stories
that this tree encompasses in its age old aerial roots that fall to the ground
mysteriously. The poet is impressed by its huge figure as he says, “the great tree
revealed its rings of two hundred years”. The physical description of the banyan
carves an image of an enigma. The tree's aerial roots dangling from above to reach
out to the ground. They are the proof of all the years and decades the tree has
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lived. It is a tough tree and it takes more that usual effort to bring it down. And
when it happens, all watched it fall in terror and fascination, the slaughter of the
age old banyan tree. It fees as if a raw mythology was revealed it age to the poet
and his folk.
6. What does the reference to raw mythology imply?
Answer
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The Banyan tree is a mythological one, and when his grandmother calls it along
with the other trees to be sacred. A religious sentiment is brought out in not just
the poet but the reader as well. When the tree is slaughtered on the orders of the
poet's father, a mystery is revealed. First the scraggy aerial roots were brought
down unleashing age old trunk that had a circumference of fifty feet. It was a tree
that had witnessed ages and held all the knowledge knotted inside. When it was
brought down it felt as if all the mythology was revealed to the poet. The darkness
and the concealed, the enlightenment it has secreted away since so long. The
reasons and the answers to all the logics all was beheld by the tree and now was
slaughtered.
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7. 'Whose roots lay deeper than our lives' – what aspect of human behaviour does
this line reflect?

A banyan tree's life cycle is a unique one, it grows as an epiphyte. It may live for
more than 200 years or even 400-450 years. In contrast an average human life is of
70-80 years. It is clearly visible that one banyan alone may survive generations of
humans. Banyan has strangled roots knotted in its trunk that grow for centuries. It
transcends human life and rolls and grows with the knowledge that it witnesses all
the while. The poet has subtly juxtaposed a human life to that of a banyan. For all
its mythical hugeness that makes it an enigma a human is thrown into utter
bewilderment and surprise for all the knowledge that it secrets away inside its vast
trunk, which grows with its aerial roots that grow to reach the ground. They
resemble the lives that it has lived again and again witnessing all the human lives
that descended and perished with time standing tall and erect.
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8. Comment on the contemporary concern that the poem echoes.
Answer
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Poet is concerned about the pace with which the traditions are changing and are
affected by modern notions. The value attached to the trees in earlier times is not
of concern to people living in modern society. The old cultural values are breaking
free giving way to western science and studies. The religious values that were
inculcated in a child from her/his childhood are payed no heed. Life is busy and is
consuming not just our time and space but our lifestyle. The moral values our
tradition was raised on are now treated as bygones. The poet wonders at the
change our society is undergoing and has written the poem on it.
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Chapter 11 Ode to a Nightingale
Page No: 138
Understanding the Poem
1. How does the nightingale's song plunge the poet into a state of ecstasy?
Answer
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When Keats was sitting under a plum tree in the garden of his house, in Hampstead,
he composed this poem. He was inspired by Nightingale's song and completed the
poem within one day. The poet begins the poem in a melancholic mood and
disparagingly expresses how his “heart aches” as if he is poisoned or is drugged. He
felt as if he drank Lethe's water and was drowsy. Then it is revealed that actually it
is the nearby bird, the Nightingale's song which is the reason of the poet's
happiness. The poet addresses the Nightingale that he is happy in the bird's
happiness.
2. What are the unpleasant aspects of the human condition that the poet wants to
escape from?
Answer

While the poet is celebrating his new found happiness in the nightingale's song, he
is thrown into much deeper thought. Keats commiserates with the human for the
sorrow and all the unpleasantness that one has to go through in one's life. The poet
wishes to escape from all these. He wishes to fly away to the bird and drown himself
in the ecstasy of its humming. Keats realises the truth of human life. He renounces
and learn that this world can serve nothing more than momentary pleasures to
humans and rest all is sham and has pain. All the materialistic gains have pain
rooted in them and he wants to break free from them. He lists out various such
intricacies and obstacles. He tells the bird, who has never experienced fever,
weariness, fret; who never sits like men and groans while palsy shakes a few, those
sad folks with those last few gray hair. How youth fades and grows pale, thin and
dies with time. He grieves for this world where nothing is permanent. The poet
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wishes to escape from all these aspects of our physical world and wants to see the
other world where true happiness lies, where the spiritual bliss awaits him.
3. What quality of 'beauty' and 'love' does the poem highlight?
Answer
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Romantics share a reverence for nature's beauty and find solace in her embrace. In
his poem, Ode to a Nightingale, Keats realises the ultimate truth, which is death.
To fight this inevitability, he celebrates the beauty of nature, in which he finds
beauty through the bird's song. However, we all must die. The poet travels a
journey from mortality to immortality. Keats relishes the song of the immortal
nightingale and feels ecstatic. The realisation dawns upon the poet that the beauty
is not what we see but it lies within. And the beauty that he dwells on is of the
nature and it helps him to delay the ultimate, the death! However, he must die.
This beauty of the bird's song, the nature shall always be there, though the speaker
will grow old and die one day. It is to be realised that the true beauty and happiness
lies in the spiritual awakening and not in this materialistic world. Nothing is
permanent in this world full of momentary pleasures, neither beauty nor love.
4. How does the poet bring out the immortality of the bird?
Answer

While the poet is grieving on the unpleasant aspects of human life, he cherishes
the nightingale's song and feels elated and finds peace in it. He praises the beauty
of it. He calls the bird immortal for its humming is not to fade away like humans
wither with age and death. He wishes to fly to the nightingale, wants to die and live
with the bird. However, Keats soon realises that what he imagines is impossible.
Keats is bewitched by nightingale's singing and he sings in praise of this bird whose
ageless humming has been heard by the emperors and clowns and even Ruth and
by all since times immemorial and will be there to be heard by posterity.
Spellbound, he further embellishes and adds the beauty to the bird's song by his
personification. Enchanted by the evergreen beauty of the sound of this bird, Keats
delays the inevitability of death and lives the immortality of the bird, though not
for long.
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5. How does the poet tossed back from ecstasy into despair?
Answer
While Keats praises the bird's song, the nightingale flies further away from him. The
poet sighs, “Forlorn!” As the sound is distanced, the spell breaks and Keats awakens
to the reality. He realises that while dreaming he had travelled far from reality. He
is thrown back to the physical world again and he grieves that his imagination is not
to become reality. Keats laments at the loss and wonders whether he was dreaming
or he envisioned it all. He bemoans for he is bereft of his art and the beauty.

Answer

Ed
uf
ev
er
.c
om

6. How does the poem bring out the elusive nature of happiness in human
existence?

The poem is an attempt to distinct happiness and true happiness, the real and
imaginary, reality and dream, the pleasure and pain, the ideal and the actual as
Richard Fogle calls it. The everlasting and the momentary have been differentiated
in the poem. The true pleasure as Keats defines lies not in the physical world which
is full of miseries and pain and loss. We chase the beauty and happiness the way
the poet chases the bird's song and still at a point the spell is bound to break like a
bubble bursts and the human is thrown into the reality to realise the ultimate and
inevitable, the death! Happiness is elusive and evanescent and can not be held for
ever. It is fickle and promiscuous. The poet when felt that he has found the true
happiness in the singing of the nightingale, which is beyond age and time; he wakes
up to the reality. He realises that it was just a vision a dream, so is happiness, like a
dream, not stationary! All that we can do is delay the inevitability of death through
this beauty that gives transcendental happiness.
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Chapter 12 Ajamil and the Tigers
Page No: 142
Understanding the Poem
1. The poem has a literal level and a figurative level. Why has the poet chosen
'tigers' and 'sheep' to convey his message?
Answer
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Though literally the poem talks of a short story in which a shepherd made a concord
with a king of tigers to maintain peace among the two communities. However, if
one tries to gauge, there is more to it than just a jungle story. It speaks of the
distinction between the proprietor and the proletariat. It is about the class struggle
and the oppressor and the oppressed. The shepherd is the politician, the ruler, as
depicted in the poem, and other sheep are subjects. The sheepdog, is the warrior,
the army, to protect sheep. However, shepherd wants to maintain his sovereignty,
so sacrifices a few sheep to maintain a cordial relation with the tigers and goes on
signing the pact. It is depicted how the rulers sacrifice their people to maintain their
regime.

Answer

Ed

2. What facet of political life does the behaviour of Ajamil illustrate?

The poem Ajamil and the Tigers is a political satire by Arun Kolatkar; Ajamil and the
Tigers represent the corrupt politicians and the oppressed subjects. The sheep
represent the mass, the mob; the sheepdog's is the incarnation of the army. It is to
be seen how the commoners, sheep and sheepdog, are annihilated by the rulers,
Ajamil. How their sentiments are overlooked. The poet has beautifully retold the
fantastic story of Ajamil, the believed to be good shepherd, which he possibly heard
in Jejuri. When the tigers are captured by the brave sheepdog, Ajamil lets them
lose, despite being warned by the dog. To show his prominence, he did not listen
to the sheepdog and did not even make any eye contact with him. Rather he
offered a gala feast to the tigers and gave them gifts like sheep meat, skin and wool.
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The audacious warriors are paid no heed to and the subjects are sacrificed for
Ajamil wanted to maintain his supremacy.

3. Why have the words, 'pretended' and 'seemed' been used in the lines:
...Pretended to believe every single word
of what the tiger king said.
And seemed to be taken in by all the lies.
How does the sense of these lines connect with the line 'Ajamil wasn't a fool'?
Answer
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Ajamil, the good shepherd, was not a fool. The tigers' king requested him to set all
the tigers free; the sheepdog tried to convince Ajamil that the tigers had come to
him to offer a friendly hand. Ajamil though agreed to him and cut them all lose and
even offered them a feast and signed a pact with the king of tigers that they were
friends thenceforth. Ajamil was a fine politician and did not want to mess up with
the lot and believed it best to maintain cordial relation with them. So, though he
knew inside that, today or tomorrow, the tigers would attack the sheep again. He
pretended that he believed all what the king told him and accepted the friendship
offered by the tiger. He portrayed it so well that Ajamil seemed taken in by all the
lies of the tiger, but in heart he knew that they will return to hunt. So, he felt it
better to sacrifice a few sheep every time rather than losing them all in a possible
fierce battle where he might lose his reign absolutely. It is also a little disheartening,
his lack of confidence in his sheepdog. However, he played it safe and avoided the
risk that was hovering over his kingdom.
Page No: 143
4. Why did Ajamil refuse to meet the sheepdog's eyes?
Answer
When Ajamil accepted the tiger king's offer of friendship, the sheepdog realised the
hidden intentions and tried to convey him to not agree. The sheepdog was a simple
one who never told a lie. He made frantic signs to signal Ajamil. The shepherd,
however, refused to meet the dog's eye and went on signing the pact and offered
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the tigers to stay for dinner. Ajamil was a safe player. He took calculated risk. He
was a mature politician, not to mess with, who would do anything to maintain his
supremacy. He disrespected by displaying his lack of confidence in his sheepdog
and rather went on signing a treaty, while he could have challenged a fierce battle.
However, he tried to sort it our by sacrificing a few of the sheep and not messing
with the ferocious lot. The incident shows how the executive, one of the pillars of
democracy, is at the mercy of the legislature. It was not jingoism that saved his
regime but by shrewd politics.

m

5. 'He is free to play a flute all day as well fed tigers and fat sheep drink from the
same pond
with a full stomach for a common bond.'
What do the phrases 'play the flute all day' and 'a common bond' refer to?
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It is so that the leaders relish their living at the cost of their subjects. So did Ajamil
who was a good shephered on the exterior but a shrewed politician inside whose
each and every move was a calculated one. He signed a pact which was impossible
to maintain forever, though it was to be so. It was obvious that once when the
hunting instinct will take over the tigers they will try to attack the sheep again.
However, Ajamil did not mind losing a few foot soldiers rather than waging a war
and lose all his sheep in one go. He did what a smart shepherd does, to protect all,
sacrifice a few. So, he can sit back and relax by playing flute all day long. He did
good to both the species. He fed the tigers and saved the sheep as well. In jungle
raj everything is defined by one thing alone, “the survival of the fittest” and another
fact that no matter how strong or weak an animal is, they all drink water from the
same pond. All survive together and so for common good, Ajamil did what he could.

6. The poem is a satire against the present political class. How effectively does it
convey the anger and anguish of the common man trapped in the system?
Answer
Karl Marx said, “The history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class
struggles.” The clash between the proprietor and the proletariat is natural and
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inevitable. The oppressor and the oppressed will always be class apart. A
commoner who has no say is sandwiched between the political groups. The mob
struggles; however, it is a futile war against the powerful who sacrifice their
subjects to gain power and play petty politics. Like it happened in the poem how
the two groups, the tigers and the shepherd, exploited the commoners, the sheep.
Even though the social forces, the sheepdog, try to stop it all, on the name of
“common good” the proletariat is always sacrificed. They can not raise voice
against the powerful and simply have to obey the laws laid down by the dogmatic
authorities.
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Chapter 1 The Lament
Page No: 8
Understanding the Text
1. Comment on the indifference that meets Iona's attempts to share his grief with
his fellow human beings.
Answer
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Iona Potapov had lost his son, who died a week before. He wished to share his
suffering and his emotions and grieve at his loss. However, the people he came
across, whether passengers or others, were not interested in listening to his story.
Either the people were in hurry or were tired or busy. Thus, none of them paid
heed to his words as he began every time. Finally, he told it all to his horse.

er

2. What impression of the character of Iona do you get from this story?

ev

Answer
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Iona was an old cabdriver; he lost his young son.Being lonely, he was reduced to a
phantom figure. He desperately wished to talk and share his sentiments with
someone. He was so shattered that he tried to talk to any or everybody. He
lamented his loss, despair and melancholy encompassed him. He was plunged in
the thoughts of his son so much that he was totally unaware of his surroundings,
even the snow. He drove his sledge rashly and brandished his horse more than
necessary. He lost control over his emotions and went one blabbing his loss in
front of even the ones who would be least interested to know. He tried talking to
his passengers, the policemen and the three drunkards. He was afraid for his
withered age and that his son was gone. He knew it would be difficult for him to
earn his livelihood. He even made a remark to the horse that had his young son
been alive, they would not have suffered and would have had plenty of food to
live on. His state was of a typical old man who loses his young son and feels
helpless and only grieves.
3. How does the horse serve as a true friend and companion to Iona?
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Answer

m

When Iona realised that no body was listening to him and that he had no body to
go to to grieve at his loss, he turned to his horse. He tried to talk to his
passengers, the officers, the drunkards and the young cabdriver, about his son;
how he fell ill, what did he say before he died. It was about to be a week since the
mishap and the Cabby had had no body to talk to so far. Finally, he decided to go
to look after his horse. It was unbearably painful to him to picture his son when
he was alone. So he tried to keep himself occupied. He offered hay to the little
horse as that was all he could as he had no corn as he did not earn much for he
had lost his young son, he explained it to the horse. Iona's feelings were too much
for him. The driver goes on explaining the whole story of his son to the horse,
while the horse listened patiently and breathed over his master's hand like a true
mate.
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Talking about the Text
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Answer
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1. Empathy and understanding are going out of modern society. The individual
experiences intense alienation from the society around him or her.

Ed

We have entered an era that feeds on globalisation. A world that is driven by fast
technology. The age old emotions and sentiments are all bygone. There is little
time for empathy and understanding. An ordinary human's lifestyle has evolved,
changing the ethics of our society. People are busy and work is immense and the
pressure that a human undergoes leaves no time for her/him to ponder or
wonder. A state that makes a human mechanical and lacking in sensibility, which
is overtaken by practicality. The concept of society has altered. The individual is
alienated from the society. Human does contribute to the society but not with
cultural values but only by technological advancement. The sharing and
dependence have evaporated from our culture and we have restricted our zone
by not giving way to feelings of joy, sorrow, fear or love any way. Humans have
resigned from such emotions and are resolute not to give in to them.
2. Behind the public face of the people in various occupations is a whole saga of
personal suffering and joy which they wish to share with others.
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Like Iona, every human has a portion of his/her heart unexplored. They guard it
stealing it from everyone and yet they long for it to be uncovered; sharing it all
with a companion, a friend, a mate. A human, like a diamond has many facets.
The face people wear in public is just one of those facets. There is a child inside
everyone, a male in every female and a female in every male, unknown, hidden.
They keep them locked inside and yet crave to share it with someone. This world
of today, where we all are much wiser and practical and much more busy, get
little time to spend and share the inner self of ours with someone. The true face
behind us all is shielded carefully and it longs to be known, understood. We all
hold our souls back yet we wish to share our dark secrets with someone. Our
sufferings, our joys, our desires, our hidden self. And in this modern world, few
find that true mate with whom they can share their personal joys and sufferings,
which they keep locked away in their hearts.
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Apperciation

Answer
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1. The story begins with a description of the setting. How does this serve as a
fitting prelude to the events described in the story?

The story of Iona Potapov is one of suffering. The setting described in the
beginning sets the mood of the reader, the atmosphere is full of gloom and
darkness as it is a day covered with snow. The author has tried to evoke
melancholy in the reader's heart through the environment he describes so that
the reader is set in tune with the mood of the protagonist. The author describes
the positions and appearance of Iona. He appears like a phantom who is lost as if
he is not interested in the world any more, unaware of his surroundings and the
snow that covered his eyelashes and even on his horse's back. This all sets the
mood perfectly for a story that is to uncover the protagonist's loss at which he
laments.
2. Comment on the graphic detail with which the various passengers who took
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Iona's cab are described.
Answer
The author described the passengers that took Iona's cab defining their character
sketch. The first one was the officer. It gives an image of the impatience that the
police personnel have. These characters portray the society we live in. How a
drunkard might react to someone's grief and how a police officer would be
unconcerned about someone's loss. Even the boy in the stable did not pay any
heed to Iona's story. No body in the busy world had the time to stop and hear to
what the poor old cab driver had to say.
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3. This short story revolves around a single important event. Discuss how the
narrative is woven around this central fact.
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The story has a simple plot and revolves around it. Iona Potapov, an ageing man, a
poor Russian cab driver lost his dear son earlier week. A load that he carries,
weighing his heart, Iona wishes to speak and share his grief desperately with
someone. Thus, on finding no companion or friend to mourn over his grief he tries
to share it with every one he comes across. He tries to share it with the
passengers that board his sledge only to find how disinterested everyone is in his
story. His agony grows and he is thrown into despair. All the while there is one
thing that remains constant in the story, the loss Iona suffers and his attempt to
overcome it. So, overwhelmed is the old father that he finally decides to go on
and talk his heart out to his horse. The horse proves to be a true companion and
listens to Iona's story patiently while munching hay.
4. The story begins and ends with Iona and his horse. Comment on the
significance of this to the plot of the story.
Answer
The story is a satire on how disengaged humans are that one has to find a true
companion in an animal. Iona from the beginning of the story is portrayed with
his horse. In the beginning, while Iona is struck with his loss and is melancholic, he
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and his horse stood unmoved. It appeared that they both shared similar grief.
Both seemed unaware of their surroundings and of the heavy snow, the horse for
being a slave animal and Iona due to his grief. The story narrates how Iona lashes
his frustration by brandishing the horse unnecessarily, yet the horse is faithful to
his master. Even by the end of the story, Iona is left unheard and his heavy heart
knows no one to release his burden to. He finds solace in the company of his
horse again. He goes up to him and gives him hay to munch. While he goes on
speaking to the silent animal explaining how he lost his young son. He grieved,
now that he is old and poor, to make things worse, he will be having trouble
earning. The animal, not sure if understood what his master said, remained silent
and heard it all peacefully proving its faithfulness to his master.
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Page No: 9
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uf

Answer

ev

er

1. Look at the following set of words and mention what is common to them both
in form and meaning.
Snuffle
snort
sniffle
snore

Ed

All the words given are different ways of breathing
Snuffle: To breathe noisily due to cold or because of crying
Snort: To breathe air out noisily through nose to show anger
Sniffle: To breathe air from nose in a way that makes a sound, especially while
crying or on having cold
Snore: To breathe noisily though nose and mouth while sleeping
2. Look at the words given in the box below
snigger
wriggle
sneak
squawk
titter
pant
giggle
jeer
chortle
sigh
sidle
boo
scramble
croak
straggle
gasp

squeak
chuckle
guffaw
shriek
plod
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Now classify them according to their closeness in meaning to the words given
below
A
B
C
D
E
snigger
wriggle
squeak
jeer
sigh
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giggle boo plod
sniggerwrigglesqueakjeersightitter
chortle
chuckle
guffawsneak
straggle
scramble
sidleshriek
squawk
croak
gasp
pant

m

Answer
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3. Explain the associations that the colour 'white' has in the story.

White is the colour of light. However, the irony in the story The Lament is that it
reflects the gloom portrayed in the story. In the beginning to show the
melancholy of Iona Potapov, the narrator says that he is so white that he looks
like a phantom. His horse also appears quiet white. Actually white is the colour of
snow. And snow reflects despondency and lethargy of the season of winter and
how the whole environment and atmosphere appears to be thrown into utter
despair. The evening is setting in and everything seems so white and withered.
The street lamps' light is also white, replacing the brighter rays. The whole setting,
while laying stress on the white surroundings, project the solitude of the poor cab
driver.
4. What does the phrase 'as if he were on needles' mean? Can you think of
another phrase with a similar meaning substituting the word 'needless'?

https://www.edufever.com/

Answer

Ed

uf

ev

er

.c
o

m

The phrase actually is 'on pins and needles' which means to be nervously waiting
to see what is going to happen.
Another phrase that has similar meaning is 'on tenterhooks'.
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Chapter 2 A Pair of Mustachios
Page No: 17
Understanding the Text
1. What do you understand of the natures of Ramanand and Azam Khan from the
episode described?
Answer
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Ramanand, the grocer and the money lender, is quiet cunning and possess a
servile nature that is fit for his business of selling groceries and money lending. He
never gets angry but prevails on his customers like Azam Khan with cleverness
and by provoking the so called pride. It is also evident that Ramanand regards his
customers as always right at least in principle. So he always keeps his business
first and pride secondary.
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Azam Khan on the other hand is a victim of so called pride. He is still lost in the
past glory of his forefathers. He is arrogant, full of anger and short sighted. He is
ready to sell all his property for the sake of keeping Ramanand's moustaches
down, which was suitable to his(Ramanand) class. Obviously Azam Khan is living in
his past. He is impractical, short tempered and doesn't know what is good or bad
for him.
2. Identify instances in the story that show the business acumen of Ramanand.
Answer
Ramanand is a good businessman. His business acumen is evident from the fact
that he readily agrees to lower his moustache on Azam Khan'request. But he
lowers only one tip of his moustache just to cleverly provoke Khan to bring in
more of his property for mortgage. Unlike Khan he never gets angry and keeps his
business interests above all his priorities.
3. Both Ramand and Azam Khan seem to have very fixed views. How does
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Ramanand score over Azam Khan towards the end of the story?
Answer
Ramanand and Azam Khan have a fixed view regarding themselves and each
other. They are part of the social milieu that believes in the categorization of
people on the basis of their moustaches. Ramanand belonged to goat class while
Khan sahib belonged to tiger class moustache. They are both in harmony with the
fact that they should not trespass into each other's boundaries.
Ramanand scores over Azam Khan at the end of the story by turning up the tip of
his goat moustache so that it looked like a tiger moustache. This enrages Azam
Khan and he is tricked into selling all his property to Ramanand.

m

Talking about the Text
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1. The episode has been narrated in a light vein. What social mores does the
author seem to ridicule?
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Answer
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The author has mocked the society and its people who live in false pride of their
community or lineage. How a fool who knows not of the practical matters and just
to feed their image they go ahead auctioning their actual possessions. And such
people are fooled by the smarter ones like Ramanand who bend but do not break.
They alter their values according to the need of the situation but do not
compromise entirely on their pride. They are the cunning ones who take
advantage of fools who are stuffed with their worn out social status and forsake
the present to protect the past. The author has ridiculed such people who weave
their fall with their insensibilities.

2. What do you think are the reasons for the references made to the English
people and the British monarchy?
Answer
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Indian society, unfortunately, is the one that takes pride in the language and
culture of their rulers and not in their own rich and vibrant history. The nabobs
and babus that were in British Raj are still looked up and are respected. Though
the truth is that these are the people that ensured English Queen's authority on
our land. The reference in the story of Mulk Raj Anand makes it clear. He cites an
example of how the nabobs and generals in English army are to wear the
prestigious lion moustache, which is worn by resplendent rajas and maharajas of
our land. This makes clear how we Indians take pride in being slaves of Britishers.
3. What do you think is the message that the author seems to convey through the
story?
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The author has tried to make a point that how people living by age old impractical
values weave their own fall and create unnecessary disturbance in the society.
One should evolve as the time advances and the society grows. Sticking to false
pride is not what will bring prosperity to one. One must be cautious and keep a
wide eye to see if one is taking advantage of their virtues.

1. Comment on the way in which the theme of the story has been introduced.
Answer
The theme of the story-mustachios has been introduced in a scientific but light
manner. In the beginning, it seems that it might be an essay on how Indians take
pride on their style of moustaches. It is only later the reader realises the
significance of the introduction. The author wisely served the reader with the
detail description of the object around which the whole story will revolve. How
men rise and fall by altering and sticking to their status symbols, such as
moustachios.
2. How does the insertion of dialogue in the story contribute to its interest?
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Answer
Inclusion of dialogues in a story enables the writer to express things in their actual
perspective. It allows him to include words and expressions which a writer
normally would not write on his own. For example when Azam Khan gets angry he
says to Ramanand: "You know what I mean, seed of a donkey!" or & "I tell you,
turn that tip down" or "I shall wring your neck."
Language Work
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1. Nouveau riche and bourgeoise are French words. Collect from newspapers,
magazines and other sources some more French words or expressions that are
commonly used in English.
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Answer
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T?e-t?e, entrepreneur, envelope, enclave are some French words in English.
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2. Locate expressions in the text which reflect the Indian idiom, for example, the
pride of the generations of his ancestors.

Here are a few Indian idioms reflected in the text.
Seed of a donkey
To become a mere worm
Oily lentil-eaters
3.We 'draw up a deed'. Complete the following phrases with appropriate words
a. ................ one's word
b. ................ one's will
c. ................ ends meet
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d. ................ a loan
e. ................ a deaf ear to
Answer
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a. To give one's word
b. Carry out one's will
c. To make ends meet
d. To owe a loan
e. Give a deaf ear to
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Chapter 3 The Rocking Horse Winner
Page No: 35
Understanding the Text
1. What was the reason for young Paul's restlessness at the beginning of the
story? How did it find expression?
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Answer
Young Paul is restless at the beginning of the story because he was told by his
mother that they were not lucky therefore don't have enough money to have a
car and other luxuries of life. Besides young Paul had a feeling that deep down his
mother was not as happy as she appeared to be. She blamed young Paul's father
for not being lucky and making her unlucky as well because she was married to
him.
2. Why do you think Paul's mother was not satisfied with the yearly birthday gift
of 1,000 pounds for five years.
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Answer
Paul's mother was not satisfied with the yearly birthday gift of 1000 pounds for
five years because she was an unsatisfied lot. She always had the feeling that she
deserved a better treatment from life and this resulted in not showing any
enthusiasm for the handsome birthday gift from Paul. Instead Paul started to hear
more whispers from the house for more money.
3. What was the reason for the anxiety of Paul's mother as he grew older?
Answer
As it can be implied from the story, The Rocking-horse Winner, Paul was an
autistic child who also suffered Oedipus-complex. The story pictures a very young
Paul who is at the threshold of teenage and is very eager to fight the sounds that
keep whispering in his house that “there must be more money He was desperate
to bring happiness to his mother through money and desired to replace his father
in her life. As Paul grew impatient and betted on racing horses to earn money by
means of gambling. Hester, realised that her son was indulging too much in horse
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racing and asked the gardener and her brother to keep him away from it. She
realised how tensed Paul had grown. Yet she knew not that the worry that had
been eating and consuming him up was of his mother. Eager to win, Paul lost, and
lost again. It was before Derby, he grew worried to earn for his mother and prove
his luck to her. She was worried so much that she left the party in the middle to
return to her son to see him safe and healthy. However, it was the last time she
saw her son in senses.
4. Paul's final bet his family richer but cost him his life. Explain.
Answer

Ed

uf

ev

er

.c
o

m

Paul was a child that was doomed. There had to be some signs, indications to his
disintegrating health, implying his mental situation. He was possibly an autistic
child who needed more than general attention and care from his family. He heard
the house whispering to him all the time that there must be more money. The
child was possibly schizophrenic as well for he was hearing sounds that did not
exist. And he was oedipal for sure. All these were already leading him to the
inevitable, however, the child had no knowledge to what was happening to him.
He tried and tried to earn for his mothers sake. He wanted to prove that he is
lucky to earn and deserving of her love. And he did earn in Derby 80,000 pounds
by predicting that Malabar would win through his clairvoyance. However, it
deteriorated his health so much that he died in few days afterwards.
Talking about the Text

1. 'Luck is necessary for success in life'.
Answer
There are many who believe luck is important and one may find many such who
believe in hard work. It is not though that those who believe in luck do not work
hard. It is just that they believe in “do your best and God will do the rest However,
there are those who completely blame their fate for everything and do not do
anything to change or improve it. Still there are people that believe that hard
work is greater than luck and that it has the power to change the destiny. One
may find various beliefs around them and it depends on what they chose to
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believe in.

2. Although Paul's mother liked to be rich she did not approve of betting on
horses.
Answer

er
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Paul's mother foolishly wished to be rich and yet was not able to achieve or
materialise her desire. She blamed it on her husband for being unlucky. However,
she was one of those humans who do not tread as per their cloth. She was used
to a lavish lifestyle and blamed her husband and misfortune for low income. Yet
there was one thing appreciable about her that she was against gambling. She did
remark in her conversation with her brother that she had seen her family
members pursuing it and how it led to their fall. She advised her son to not
indulge in it and made him promise that he will not think about racing horses any
more.
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3. What were the voices that Paul heard? Did they lead him to success in the real
sense?

Although the house Paul and his family lived in was a pleasant one, the money
they had was not enough to maintain the social position they had to keep up. The
mother realised that father had no luck to make enough money so she decided to
do something on her own. It was then that the house started whispering from
every corner that “there must be more money The sounds started haunting the
place and made Paul very uncomfortable and distressed and disturbed him.
Though there were expensive gifts coming on Christmas, Paul could hear behind
the shining rocking horse that “there must be more money It is plausible that Paul
was schizophrenic and imagined the voices on being stressed due to their misery.
As it is written in the text that no body said it aloud and there is no mention of
anyone else hearing such voices, it is clear that Paul imagined his fears giving
them voice. Paul's fear transferred into him through his mother constantly
haunted him and became his driving force. The boy was oedipal and unknowingly
wished to replace his father from his mother's life. So, the autistic boy drove his
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shinning horse ferociously until he “got thereand would be sure of the horse that
would win the next race. There were times when he was not sure, so he would be
careful. The gardener Bassett was his partner throughout. Later even uncle Oscar
joined as such was the conviction with which Paul used to declare the winning
horse's name, and the horse used to win in actual. Call it clairvoyance or sheer
luck, which he aspired to have to prove to be worthy of his mother's luck, Paul
made money by betting on horses and fi8nally left 80,000 pounds for his family by
losing himself.
Page No: 36
Apperciation
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a. Paul and his mother
b. Paul and Bassett
c. Paul and his uncle
d. Basset and Paul's uncle
e. Paul's mother and his uncle

m

1. Examine the communication channels in the story between

a. Paul and her mother shared the most intimate conversation through eyes.
Though they were not actually love bound to each other as in the first paragraph,
the author says that it was the children and the mother alone who knew that
there was no love in their relation, they knew it because they read in each other's
eyes.
b. The friendship of Paul and Bassett or to say more clearly their partnership was
an affectionate relation between them. Bassett knew and understood what the
rest failed to even notice. He brought all the news of racing horses to Paul and
then the clairvoyant Paul will decide in his trance who was to be the winner.
c. Paul and uncle Oscar became partners soon after uncle discovers that Paul has
an uncanny knowledge that makes him predict the winning horse. However, there
is more to it, he realises that the whole betting thing was making Paul nervous
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and was hampering his health. However, Oscar Creswell asks Paul on how to win
by betting, to which the child innocently replies that he just knows who is going to
win once he “gets there
d. Bassett and uncle Creswell shared a bond since long back. However, as Bassett
had promised to Paul he never told about his betting to uncle Oscar as well. But
later he found himself explaining things to Creswell and the three of them
became partners.
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e. It would be totally unfair to call Hester that harsh a lady for she did care about
her children after all,however, she gave importance to materialistic gains. When
she realised her sons obsession with the racing horses, she asked Bassett the
gardener to keep Paul away from Oscar so it did not affect her son's health. She
realised that the obsession was proving to be neurotic for her son and she wanted
her son to be healthy and for that she risked her relation with her dear brother.
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2. How has the author linked the symbol of the rocking-horse to Paul's triumphs
at the races?
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The rocking-horse is one of the three symbols present in the story that Lawrence
has dealt with throughout the story. The horse is symbolic of the victory that Paul
achieves at last. The materialistic gain and the importance of money over love.
The whispering that haunts Paul that “there must be more money and the
rocking-horse are interrelated. The want of money to achieve the love of mother
that he never had, he goes on betting and earning more and more, thus, proving
his luck. The boy when asked his mother for what is luck, she explained him that
luck is what brings one money. The boy is disheartened to know that his father
has no luck and so will not make money. He is sad at the implication that he will
never have his mother's love who is all consumed by indebtedness. The boy,
autistic as he is, with some clairvoyance rides his horse harder and ferociously till
he “gets there It shows his desperation to physically win his mother's love by
winning the race and thus earning more money, as “there must be more money
Post the ride, Paul will stand facing the horse with his legs apart and he would
look at the bent head of the horse and its shining eyes. These interpret just one
thing, the determination, the wanting, the longing for money. It is about success,
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money, love and most importantly, winning. And Paul gets it all, he wins and gets
her mother the money through his triumphs in races. And he even found her love
as she grew too concerned about her son's obsession with the races that
eventually killed him.
3. The ending of the story is an instance of irony. Suppose Paul had not died at the
end, how would you have reacted to the story?
Answer
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It is true that a tragedy digs a deeper mark than a happy ending. It causes an
emotional catharsis in the audience. Had the story had a happy ending it would
have been pleasant, however, the reader would not have felt the emotions and
passion that drove Paul to his inevitable climax. Yet some may find it not justified
to have killed the boy at the end of the story that went so well with Paul achieving
what he wanted all the while, money and love both. He sacrificed his life to bring
to his mother what his father couldn't and thus proved to be worthy of her
affection, which hungered for. However, one can not have all the happiness in the
world. They say that God is cruel when he gives us something, he gives it to us
only with one had while taking away with the other our most cherished
possession. So, it can not be said that the death of Paul was justified or other way
round; however, it is ironical. Had he lived post the Derby win, who knows what
shape the story might have taken. Maybe what happens happens for some good
yet it would have brought the story to a happy ending had Paul lived.
Language Work
1. 'A bird in hand is worth two in the bush'.
a. Explain the above statement in the literal sense.
b. Explain it in the context in which it is mentioned in the story.
Answer
a. The proverb originates from the tradition of falconry, which implies that no
matter the number of falcons in a bush, what matters is the falcon in possession,
even if it is a single falcon.
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b. When Paul and uncle Oscar decide to gift the 5,000 pounds to Hester, by giving
her 1,000 pounds on each birthday. She becomes eager and asks the lawyer if she
could have all the 5,000 pounds in once. Then the son decides to give them away
to her mother in once so that she is free of the debt and said that he could make
more with the left amount. The uncle doubted and tried to caution the lad by
telling him that is wise to not give what you have with you right now for the
possibility. However, Paul was sure to know of one of the three upcoming races
he assured and so gave the money to his mother gladly.
2. Explain the following phrases
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a. Sure as eggs
b. Spinning yarns
c. Turned to dust
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Answer
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a. When a person is absolutely sure about something
“The man will not bet unless he is as sure as eggs.”
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b. To narrate a long and wonderful story
“Mother always spun yarns while putting the baby to sleep at night.”
c. Ruined, finished completely
“The man was so ill fated every thing he touched turned to dust.”
3. Given below is the dictionary meaning of
Smirk: to smile in a silly or unpleasant way that shows that you are pleased with
yourself.
Look up the dictionary for the following words which are also related to facial
expressions and write down the meaning of each
smile

grin

grimace

Answer
Smile: A facial expression indicating happiness

https://www.edufever.com/

sneer
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Grin: To smile broadly to indicate pleasure
Grimace: An expression showing disapproval
Sneer: To show that one has no respect for somebody by a facial expression.
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Chapter 4 The Adventure of the Three Garridebs
Page No: 54
Understanding the Text
1. What clues did Sherlock Holmes work upon to get at the fact that the story of
the three Garridebs was a ruse?
Answer
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The first time Holmes felt wry of the story when the American Garrideb was angry
at Nathan to have involved a detective. When Sherlock noticed the Garrideb in
English appearance and he pointed it out to him that how come that he was an
American and yet was dressed so English. The American said that he was a lawyer
in Kansas, Holmes made his bait by pointing out to a unreal late Dr. Lysander
Starr, who Holmes said to be a Mayor in 1830. and as he had suspected, Garrideb
fell for it, he reciprocated by saying that good old Dr. Starr's name was still
honoured. Holmes was then sure that as he had suspected, Garrideb was never a
lawyer in Kansas. Holmes grew sure of that the story of Alexander Garrideb was
made up by John Garrideb when he brought an advertisement published in a local
paper of Birmingham that was from some Howard Garrideb. Holmes and Watson
both noticed the written piece to have been in American English and they
concluded that the piece was published in the paper by Garrideb himself to set
Nathan off to Birmingham to buy time so he can intrude in his room without any
disturbance.
2. What was John Garrideb's objective in inventing the story of Alexander
Hamilton Garrideb and his legacy?
Answer
John Garrideb's was a fool proof plan. However, as Holmes said even the best
criminals leave behind some clues. John had the knowledge of a note printing
machine, cloistered below the room Nathan Garideb was living in. The previous
tenant of the room was a man named Waldron or Rodger Presbury, he was the
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owner of the machine and he was shot by John Garrideb or James Winter, alias
Morecroft, alias Killer Evans. Thus, so that no body suspects his intentions,
Garrideb wove the intricate plan and decided to break in Nathan's house when he
was off to Birmingham to see the third Garrideb.
3. Why didn't John Garrideb like the idea of including Holmes in the hunt for the
third Garrideb?
Answer
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Holmes was a detective, and a renowned one. John Garrideb was afraid that
Sherlock Holmes and his partner Watson will suspect his motives and will
jeopardise his plan. Involving a detective in a plan that had a fake story, other that
the fact that Garrideb, alias Killer Evans, who had a criminal background was not
safe.
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4. Who was Roger Presbury and how was John Garrideb connected with him?
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Roger Presbury was a man shot by John Garrideb over cards in a night club on the
Waterloo Road in January, 1895. His appearance matched with the appearance of
Waldron, the previous tenant in Nathan Garrideb's room, who acquired the note
printing press. It was this printing press that John Garrideb was after and carved
out the whole plan to acquire it.
5. How did Holmes guess that John Garrideb would go to 136, Little Ryder Street?
Did he expect to find what he ultimately did before he went there?
Answer
John Garrideb was furious over the fact that Nathan got a detective involved in
the whole case and as Holmes and Watson knew this they expected John Garrideb
to show up immediately after their meeting in Nathan's apartment. They knew
that John will come to question and express his discomfort over Nathan's actions.
However, Holmes and Watson did put the man at ease by clearing it to him that
they were least interested in any matter and won his confidence by showing that
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they were just to help him in discovering another Garideb. Thus, Garrideb did
appear at Little Ryder Street. To their amazement, he had acted promptly by
coming up with the advertisement of Howard Garrideb and with a neat plan of
sending Nathan away to Birmingham and knocking the detectives out of his way
so that he can carry his plan out without any hindrance.

Talking about the Text
1. 'It was worth a wound?t was worth many wounds?o know the depth of loyalty
and love that lay behind that cold mask'?ow does this comment throw light on
the kind of relationship between Holmes and Watson?

m

Answer
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The expression is made by Watson on being shot on his thigh by Killer Evans.
When he got shot, Holmes led him to a chair and with great concerned asked him
if was hurt. For the first time,. Says Watson, the clear hard eyes of Holmes were
dimmed for a moment and firm lips were shaking. Watson says that it was worth
a wound, worth many wounds, to know the depth of loyalty and love that lay
behind that cold mask. It was no doubt a professional relation that Holmes and
Watson shared. However, it had grown into a friendship that ran much deeper
than it appeared. It was in this moment that Watson caught a glimpse of a great
heart as well as of a great brain.
2. The cleverest of criminals leave behind clues to their crime.
Answer
It is so true that even the cleverest of criminals leave behind clues to their plan.
See how hard John Garrideb tried to work things out and made such a fool proof
plan that anybody would have fallen to it. Yet Holmes was able to sort it out with
his applied intelligence. He looked for loose ends and caught Garrideb at various
points where he got assured of his fake identity and the loop holes in his plans
were visible. First when he pretended to be a American, though he was actually,
he was caught due to his British look. Then, when Holmes pointed out Dr. Starr, it
was clear that Garrideb had not done his homework that he responded with such
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conviction as if there was a Dr. Starr in real. Even the advertisement he got
published was not edited properly and the language in it was easily recognised to
be American English. Thus, though Killer Evans had a well knit plan, he could not
fool Holmes.
3. How did Holmes' digressions sometimes prove in the end to have a bearing on
the matter on hand?
Answer

Apperciation
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It is a queer thing about many detectives that they often deviate from the original
question. It may seem surprising to anyone. Same was the case with Sherlock
Holmes, when on a case visit, he seemed to digress from the objective. For
example, he would ask a person to be interrogated about his plans, however he
would ask him about his nationality and talk about his attire. Little the person
would come to know what Holmes is progressing at. While he is solving the
mystery in his mind. He would never run a background check on a person by
directly asking him his whereabouts. He would pretend to know a person from
the suspect's vicinity and call out his name to check if the person is honest about
his background. However, the suspect would not realise and will fall to the bait by
exclaiming how well he knows the person, while in reality the person does not
even exist in reality. This way Holmes does his inspection of the matter and does
not bring it to the suspect's notice as well.

Examine the structure of the short story 'Adventure of the Three Garridebs' with
the help of this framework
The introduction of the story
Introduction of the topic of the story
Introduction of the main characters in the plot
Development of the plot
Climax
Resolution of the mystery
Answer
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The introduction of the story: The story opens with a faint reflection of the climax.
Watson, the narrator, does not give the climax entirely. However, he does tell the
reader how the experience will be in the end.

m

Introduction of the topic of the story: The narrator does not hit the nail on the
head, he rather lets the reader explore the story as the situation unfolds itself.
However, Watson does not make the reader wait for too long.
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Introduction of the main characters in the plot: Watson, the narrator takes the
hold of the narration in the very beginning introducing the reader to the story.
However we get to know him only once he introduces the reader to him. And it is
when Holmes addresses Watson, we come to know the name of the narrator. For
it is a first person narrative, we have to wait and move as the narrator describes
all the events.

Ed

Development of the plot: In the beginning, Holmes is talking about a person with
a particular surname and that there is a need to find a person with the surname.
Then he tells Watson to wait for the person who has assigned the task to the
detective as Holmes wants the person in question himself to explain the situation
to his friend. Then arrives, John Garrideb of Kansas, who explains the reason for
why is there a need of another surname. And it is made clear for why Nathan
approached Holmes for the task as it was John who approached Nathan for the
same reason. And then further the story unfolds and with it is the truth explored.

Climax: The climax is built as the series of events are described. There are clues
laid for the reader to guess, yet the narrator does not give away the resolution.
The reader guesses the possibilities. Ultimately a stage comes where the story
reaches its height when Holmes is sure of the identity of the suspect and is sure of
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evil intentions and yet his motives are not clear. It is all to be discovered by the
reader as he/she advances to the final tragedy.
Resolution of the mystery: The resolution unleashes a comical tragedy. The reader
is surprised and feels funny as well, thanks to the witty detective that leads the
case. A faint reflection of the emotions that the reader might go in the ending
were already given in the beginning, yet the resolution was unknown. It is not just
the tragedy revealed but along with it is revealed the other side of the main
character Sherlock Holmes and his friendship with Dr. Watson. There is more than
expected revealed. The digressions of Holmes are justified in the end as well. It
was a mystery resolved in the end.
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2. Examine the subtle humour in the narration of the story that lightens the
gravity of the subject matter.

er

Answer

Ed

uf

ev

The story's wittiest character is the detective Sherlock Holmes whose digressions
are most funny. How in the middle of a sensitive interrogation he points out to
the suspect that he appears to be a English, though the suspect exclaims that he is
an American. In the beginning when Holmes is explaining the case to Watson, he
remarks that there is a chance to make money with this case as if it is they and
not the Garridebs who will be given the inheritance Alexander Garrideb. The most
interesting part is the style with which Holmes talks or discusses any information.
Even while explaining a serious matter he adapts a casual style. For example,
again while in the beginning Holmes is explaining the case to Watson, he did not
give away the people already involved in the case. However, he tells that Nathan
is already taken in as Watson comes across his name in the directory. He did not
even tell the name of the mastermind John Garrideb until Mrs. Hudson
approached with the card signed by Garrideb. There are many such instances that
make the mystery light-hearted and the reader is not burned by it.
Page No: 55
Language Work
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a. Identify the words in the advertisement that gave away the fact that it was
placed by John Garrideb.

b. Make a list of words which are spelt differently in American and British English.
Answer
a. The errors, to say, that gave away the fact that the advertisement was placed
by John Garrideb, or an American.
b. BritishAmericanAmongstAmongColourColorDefenceDefensePretencePretense
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2. Look at the highlighted expressions in the following sentences from the text
and explain their figurative meaning.
'I went through it, sir, with a fine-toothed comb and never a Garrideb could I
catch.'
'They are my favourite covert for putting up a bird, and I would never have
overlooked a cock pheasant as that.'
'There is no bolt-hole for you in this country.'
'When his castle in the air fell down, it burred him beneath the ruins.'

with a fine-toothed comb: To investigate minutely
putting up a bird:
a cock pheasant:
bolt-hole: A place of escape or refuge
castle in the air: A fantasy
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Chapter 5 Pappachi's Moth
Page No: 60
Understanding the Text
1. Comment on the relationship shared by Mammachi and Pappachi.
Answer
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Pappachi and Mammachi had a gap of 17 years. A retired high ranked officer,
Pappachi was always jealous of Mammach's talent and of the attention she
received. Whether it was pickle making or her violin classes in Vienna, Pappachi
was always jealous of her. Despite of all the friction they had in their relationship,
Mammachi bore with him. Mammachi was more used to Pappachi and was not
exactly in love with him. Pappachi used to beat him with brass vases and still
Mammachi could not let go of him. She wept bitterly on his funeral not because
the man she had loved was gone but because he will not be around her any more.
He was an old shoe for her and she could not let go of him. She was too attached
to him, to having his slouching around the pickle factory, and of course, used to
being beaten by him.
2. How does Mammachi stand out as an independent resilient woman in the text?
Answer
Mammachi was a woman who was always discouraged by her egoistic
Entomologist husband. He never supported her and was jealous of her talent and
any sort of attention she received. Probably it was so because of the frustration
pent up inside his heart for not receiving the deserved fame of his discovery of
the moth he wished to be named after him. However, her pickle recipe was a
famous one and she was called by the Kottayam Bible Society to make some of
her famous banana jam and tender mango pickle for an upcoming fair. It sold
quickly and received more orders than she could cope with. Thrilled with her
success, Mammachi decided to persist with the pickles and jam and was kept busy
for the whole year. Gradually she set up a pickle factory and made a success of it.
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3.Why does John Ipe consider retirement to be a dishonour?
Answer
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Benaan John Ipe, Pappachi, got retired from the post of Joint Director,
Entomology. He was a reputed man. He was proud of being a high-ranking
government officer; however, now retired he was finding it difficult to cope with
the ignominy of retirement. He was seventeen year older than Mammachi and
realised with a shock that he was an old man when his wife was still in her prime.
He had always been a jealous man and he resented the attention his wife was
suddenly getting. For him his retirement that was a constant reminder of his old
age stung him deeply. A man who was once so strong to beat down his wife with
brass vases was not put to a stop by his young son. He felt neglected and
dejected. A once Imperial Entomologist was now reduced to a withered old man
and this gave a jolt to his ego.
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4. What was the underlying reason for John Ipe's disgust with the world?
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John Ipe was disgusted with the world. He did not get his due. The moth,
Pappachi discovered, was not named after him and it fuelled the fire that burnt
within him, consuming him. He was ill humoured already, yet the fact that he was
a retired government official without any fame, his wife who was seventeen years
younger to him, still in her prime, was making good out of her pickle factory. This
hurt Pappachi, it wounded his pride. He started beating Mammachi now regularly.
Everything, from his never got fame to his wife's success wounded him badly and
his frustration proliferated.
Talking about the Text
1. Chako's firmness in dealing with the irrational behaviour of his father.
Answer
Pappachi used to beat Mammachi with brass vases every other night until Chako
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came home for a summer vacation from Oxford. He had grown into a big and
strong man. It had been a week to him since he arrived that he found Pappachi
beating Mammachi in the study. Chacko strode into the room, caught Pappachi's
hand by which he held vase and was beating Mammachi and twisted it around his
back. He told loud and clear to Pappachi that he would not want the incident to
happen again, ever! The father was flabbergasted. He never dared to touch
Mammachi again and yet he never talked to her again till he lived. The firm
attitude of the young son stopped the domestic violence that used to take place
every day in the house. It was a good action taken by the boy. Men in our society
beat their wives without any cause just to prove their physical superiority. The
boy made it clear to the father that he is not the only one with muscles in the
house putting a stop to the violence.
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2. The contrast between the outward elegance of a person and his private
behaviour.
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Pappachi, John Ipe, was an ex high-ranking government official, a Junior Director,
Entomology. A well qualified and socially dignified personality who always wore
immaculate three piece suits and his golden pocket watch. However, the
grotesque reality that was locked inside his house was this that he was one of
those men of our society who could not see their wives prospering and successful.
He resented her talent and never approved of her pickle factory or even her violin
classes in Vienna. The face that his family knew was an ugly reality. He used to
beat his wife almost every day with brass vase. Anybody would be disgusted at
the behaviour of such a man who appeared to be so dignified in his exterior and
did domestic violence with his wife.
3. Approval from the outside world and approval within the family.
Answer
Mammachi was a woman with exceptional talent and of this Pappachi was
jealous. Once when her violin teacher remarked on her being so talented,
Pappachi called off the classes. Even when later in life when Pappachi was retired,
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his ego did not give way to soberness and he disapproved of her flourishing pickle
factory. The Kottayam Bible Society in Ayemenem was full of appreciation for
Mammachi, while her own husband looked down upon her. He was jealous of his
wife's success, a male chauvinist, Pappachi was not an ideal husband in any case
who had a dutiful wife he never appreciated.
Apperciation
1. How does the author succeed in raising crucial social issues not through open
criticism but through subtle suggestion?
Answer
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Roy hit the nail right on the head in describing the male chauvinistic society we
live in, though suggestively. How pride is all that matters to a male and for a
female, no matter how cruel her husband is and even if the love is worn out of
their relationship, her want for him never ceases. This the society we live in where
a male beats her wife no matter how qualified he is. It does not matter if he is a
top notch government official who comes from a so called modern background,
he can not tolerate his wife's success. A man always wants his wife to be a
subordinate to him. It is in our minds that a woman can not rise higher to her
husband. It is also highlighted in the story that how we run after momentary
pleasures. Recognition is important for a human undoubtedly; however, the way
Pappachi ruined all his life and relations because of what he did not get, rather
than accepting that may be it was not fated after all. We humans, especially men,
crave for fame and recognition. In what of what we can not have, we lose what
we have.
2. Within a few pages the author has packed the important events in the lives of
John Ipe and his wife. Discuss how conciseness and economy of expression can
achieve effective portrayal of entire lives.
Answer
There are two ways of narrating a story, one style is the elongated narration with
the detailing of each and every emotion and situation giving length to the story.
The other style is crisp one that keeps the story short yet highlighting the
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important events and emotions. Roy has narrated using the second style. She has
kept the story short, yet she did not miss out anything. She has described the
relation of a husband and a wife with all the necessary details, though she did not
ponder over the sentiments for long. She explained the face of the society we live
in. Jean Genet was so correct when he said that society dwells on images and this
is what Roy has tried to emphasise in her story. John having lost the chance to
gain the recognition, he could have, felt the loss of identity along with it. Roy is
economical when she describes the emotions and makes sure that nothing
worthless is portrayed. All that she has spent in the short tale is worth the while.
The narration is simple enough and achieves effectively the portrayal of the entire
lives of the characters. The disturbance in the marriage, the physical violence, the
emotional loss, the intervention of the young child and its impact on the father.
All have been portrayed wisely not wasting any time or making the reader to wait
for the following happenings.

.c
o

3. Identify instances of ironical comment in the story.

er

Answer

Language Work

Ed

uf

ev

It is ironical that despite being brutally beaten by Pappachi, Mammachi used to
love him. She cried bitterly on his death. However, the fact is that Mammachi was
not in love but was used to Pappachi and his beatings.

1. Entomologist and lepidopterist are mentioned in the text and you must have
guessed the meanings of these words or found them out in the dictionary.
Now match the kinds of scientists given with the work they do:
A
ornithologist
gerontologist
ergonomist
dermatologist
cytologist

B
study of the skin
study of cells
study of birds
study of old age
study of design of equipment
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Answer
A
ornithologist
gerontologist
ergonomist
dermatologist
cytologist

B
study of birds
study of old age
study of design of equipment
study of the skin
study of cells

Page No: 61

an epitaph
a postscript

a glossary

er

.c
o

a citation
an abstract

m

2. A short report announcing the death of a person in a newspaper is called an
'obituary'. Where would you find the following

ev

Answer

uf

a citation: Words or lines taken from a book or a speech are called citations. It is
somewhat similar to quotation.

Ed

an epitaph: Lines written in remembrance of a person on her/his gravestone is an
epitaph.
a glossary: The list of terms, used in a book, presented at the end with their
meanings is called glossary.
an abstract: A short piece of writing containing the main idea in a document is an
abstract.
a postscript: The extra message written at the end of any message is called
postscript (p.s.).
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Chapter 6 The Third and Final Continent
Page No: 83
1. Indicate the details that tell us that the narrator was not very financially
comfortable during his stay in London.
Answer

uf
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The following details depict a very uncomfortable picture of life, faced by financial
crisis: The author travelled in a third class cabin. The author talks about
'struggling' to earn a livelihood and establishing oneself abroad. The author were
three or four friends residing together and sharing a wash-room which was icy
cold. The author, along with his friends, took turns cooking pots of curry which
they ate with their hands on a table covered with newspapers. His rugged life
could well be understood by instances such as watching cricket at Lord's or
listening to Mukesh. Habits such as walking barefoot, smoking, drinking tea and
strolling around on weekends show that he wasn't all set in his life. The word
'penniless' quite describes the financial crunch which he faced while he was
studying at LSE.

Answer

Ed

2. How did the narrator adjust to the ways of life first in London and then in
Cambridge, U.S.A.?

The narrator has seen various shifts in his life. Firstly, during his bachelorhood, he
adjusted a great deal surviving under very absurd and unfavourable conditions.
He started working in a library to meet his expenses while he was attending
lectures at the LSE. He adjusted his accommodation with other people like him,
sharing food, toilet, etc. He led a reckless life eating with hands, soaking dirty
dishes in the tub, lounging barefoot, doing things only expected from aimless and
lethargic people. Next came a phase in his life when he got married and found a
permanent job in America. He shifted because he was given a full-time job in the
processing department of the library at MIT. This, however, did not mean that he
had started living lavishly. His budget remained just the same it was when he was
a student. The aspect that changed drastically was the pace of life in America.
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Every person was in a hurry to get to the top. Even in his new accommodation, he
adjusted to various noises such as flashing sirens, fleet of buses rumbling along all
night, distracting and suffocating him. Life wasn't as peaceful and calm as he had
expected with no “glittering ocean to thrill” him or no “breeze to cool” his face.
His change in schedule can be reflected at various incidents such as buying milk,
etc. His life at the YMCA building turned to be stifling and intolerable with the
inconvenient living conditions and unbearable noise because of which he had
disturbed sleep.
3. What do you understand of the character of Mrs Croft from the story?
Answer
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Mrs. Croft, as seen in the beginning of the chapter, is very commanding with an
authoritative tone in his voice. She could be interpreted as a hypocrite when she
asked the author as to whether he was a Harvard or a Tech, depending on which
she would be renting out her flat. She was very firm when it came to following
instructions. She was a very orthodox lady whose ideals were very strong and
needed to be followed without any questions. However, with passage of time,
more of her character was revealed. She just seemed hard from outside but was a
soft person from within. She was an old lady who was a little bit forgetful. She
was strict when it came to not allowing any lady visitors at her place although the
author didn't fail to mention that he was a married man. With passage of time,
her character moulded which appealed and made the author develop an affection
for her. She was grateful and kind as per the demand of the situation. Mrs. Croft
also seemed vulnerable at times, especially, after the author came to know that
she was one hundred and three years old. Overall, there are various shades of
light which can be thrown while drawing her character sketch.
4. What kind of a relationship did Mrs. Croft share with her daughter Helen?
Answer
The relationship of Mrs. Crost's with that of her daughter did not seem to be that
of love and affection. They shared a very practical life based on strong reasons
and logic. She seemed to be a matter of fact person who didn't believe in getting
emotional on stuff. She carried on her responsibilities for her mother as a mere
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schedule. Care and empathy was what lacked in her. She knew what were her
mother's weaknesses. This is clear when she says: ‘She slips sometimes.’ The gap
in between their generations was visible when they differed on women wearing
miniskirts on the streets. Helen was quite indifferently calm of the fact that Mrs.
Croft was three years older than a century and needed constant assistance,
supervision and above all, love.
5. How does the narrator bring out the contrast between the Indian way of life
and American society? Do you think his wife Mala adjusted comfortably to the
new way of life?
Answer

.c
o

m

Indian life and American life have a very obvious line of difference. The author
found it quite difficult to adjust to the American lifestyle.

er

Page No: 84

ev

Talking about the Text

Ed

Answer

uf

1. Living abroad is challenging in many ways.

Few of the various things which needs to be taken into consideration when one
shifts to abroad to settle are:
Identity crisis is one among the various very important concerns because of which
shifting to abroad becomes very difficult. One is always treated as a second-hand
citizen. People of that particular nation, may it be France, England or Australia
would never accept Asian people residing there. The feeling of diaspora and
multiculturalism exists throughout even if one attains the citizenship abroad and
settles there forever.
Violence on many levels could harm an individual on a physical as well as
psychological level. The recent case of Indian students being bullied, beaten up
and even killed in Australia could be taken into consideration while talking about
violence. The difference in ethnicity strikes people of other nations a lot. There

https://www.edufever.com/

.c
o

m

are very few nations who are as hospitable as India who believe in the concept of
accepting guests as Gods just like the Sanskrit sloka which says: Athithi Devo
Bhava.”
Stability in life is struck a huge blow. People live on very uncertain grounds. Issues
such as recession could hit the economy anytime. Alternative to income are
usually neither found nor provided to such people who immigrate from other
nations.
The difference in climate, cuisine and standard of living holds prior importance
too. People usually face a financial crunch because of the huge gap between the
money they earn and the type of life they want to live. Education, health, etc are
also very expensive which might make people feel unsuitable and ,thus,
unwelcome in a country.
The law and order system differs from one nation to another. It is very difficult to
cope up with the changes so soon. Thus, even when someone gets caught up with
some issue, people find it hard to find a solution.

uf

Answer
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2. The Indian family system offers more security to the aged than what is found in
the West.

Ed

In India, the very basic family values which are followed are respecting elders,
taking care of parents at old age, respecting our Guru or spiritual teacher,
contributing towards the society and mankind as a whole selflessly and passing on
our cultural, spiritual and ancient heritage to our children. It is very well known
and a very age-old fact of Indians to take care of their parents in old age. Senior
citizen homes and assisted living concept has just begun. They are still more
prominent and often practised abroad and not in India. In India, it is still
considered a taboo and hasn't yet become a conventional to send our aged
parents or relatives to Old Age Homes. Taking care of parents in their old age is a
basic duty of a child – and, as believed in India, he or she gets lot of ‘sukarma’
points for doing so, and substantial negative karma for not doing so.
The elderly in India are generally obeyed, revered, considered to be fountains of
knowledge and wisdom, and treated with respect and dignity by family and
community members unlike the way aged people are treated in abroad. Old age is
a time when a person is expected to relax, enjoy solitude, retirement, pray, enjoy

https://www.edufever.com/

spending time with the grandchildren, and not worry about running the
household or about finances because the oldest son is now in charge of the
finances and family matters, and the oldest daughter-in-law is generally running
the household. In most instances, the elderly care for their grandchildren and
assist with cooking and household chores. Even grown up children continue to
consult their parents on most of the important aspects of life.
3. The eccentricities of the old are often endearing.
Answer
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Apperciation
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Various eccentricities of aged people might sometimes seem to be quite
endearing. Their forgetfulness evokes laughter. The innocence with which they
speak their mind out causes amusement in the family. Their urge for various
things such as chocolate, etc. grows similar to that of children. They tend to
disobey whatever they are told not to do. This comes out to be a subtle source of
amusement in the family. These eccentricities might seem annoying at times,
however, one should not be disturbed by it. They are the sources of endearment.
One should embrace these habits and lifestyle with grace and smile on his lips.

Ed

1. Discuss the manner in which the author interweaves details of the narrator’s
family with the flow of the main narrative.
Answer
The details about the narrator's family is important for the readers in order to
understand the psyche of the narrator. He had a very turbulent childhood and
was brought up among very disturbed conditions at home. This is important for us
to understand the bond he shared with Mrs. Croft. The words written by the
author expresses that he was very attached to his mother and had fulfilled the
role of an eldest son till the time she was cremated. He missed his mother a lot
and recollected small incidents about she never forgetting to drape her head
before coming in front of his father. When he came to know of Mrs. Croft's age
which had crossed a century, he contemplated on how his mother couldn't adjust
to his father's death and turned insane. Her insanity led to deterioration of her
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health. Her death gave him a heavy blow but he cared for her till the very last
moment before cremating her. This shows his reason for growth of empathy
towards Mrs. Croft because of her old age. Thus, his concern for Mrs. Croft grew
which can be clearly reflected in the line: I was mortified. I had assumed Mrs.
Croft was in her eighties...that this person was a widow who lived alone mortified
me further still.
2. ‘Mrs Croft’s was the first death I mourned in America, for, hers was the first life
I had admired; she had left this world at last, ancient and alone, never to
return’—how do these lines encapsulate the bond that is possible between two
strangers?

m

Answer
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A person usually feels very detached from people staying around him abroad.
Here is where originates the feeling of diaspora. The same happened with the
narrator. He was away from his home and his family and, thus, never grew any
feeling of affection towards anybody in America. He was quite alienated with the
people of America. However, the course of action justifies his attachment and the
emotional bonding which grew between him and Mrs Croft. In the foreign land,
he grew a fondness towards the old lady because of various reasons. When he got
to know that she was older than a century, he felt a sense of responsibility
towards her. He was amazed and was quite awestruck at the idea of a widow of
that age residing all alone, with nobody to take care of her . Taking up chores like
heating her soup every evening or giving her eight dollars in the envelope every
month satisfied him. All these instances and many more cite the fact that a very
strong bond had developed between the lady and the narrator.
3. Examine the pieces of conversation in the story. How do they reflect the world
view of each of the speakers?
Answer
The various conversations taking place in bits and pieces during the course of
action of the story reflect a lot about people's perception on various issues and
attitude towards each other and humanity in general. We see a very firm and
hypocritical attitude prevalent in the tone of Mrs Croft when the narrator arrived

https://www.edufever.com/

.c
o

m

at her place for the first time. This is when for the first time he realised that
belonging to a very high standard place was important, anywhere such as Tech or
Harvard. The greatness and biasness of Americans to be the first one to step on
the moon, considering it an unattainable and impossibly splendid feat to be
attained. However, she becomes mild for the first time when she receives the
eight dollars from the narrator. Mrs Croft's orthodox ways become prominently
visible when she objects to a lady and a man talking in private without a
chaperone. Her conventional ways are quite evident keeping in mind the fact that
she had already crossed hundred. The ways of the western world is shown to be
in a very high contrast when we see Mrs Croft's daughter Helen being quite
indifferent towards her mother's health or meals. Her casual tone when she says
“she might have slipped” might disturb readers. However, even with the
differences in opinions, perceptions and norms, the bond which had developed
between the narrator and an American widow of a hundred years is worth
appreciation.

ev

Answer
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4. There are many instances of gentle humour in the story. Point out some of
these and state how this contributes to the interest of the narration.

Ed

uf

Few instances of gentle humour which contributed to the interest of the narration
were:
► When Mrs Croft said with disbelief and delight after meeting Mala: She is a
perfect lady. The gentle laugh the couple shared at this moment was very
important although quite subtle.
► The old lady asking it repeatedly everyday: ‘A flag on the moon! Isn’t that
splendid?’ and the compulsion with which the author used to reply: “Splendid!”
► There was a point in the story when Mrs Croft expressed the fact that she
didn't accept the physical proximity between a male and a female. She found
improper for a lady and gentleman who are not married to one another to hold a
private conversation without a chaperone! The situation portrayed here might
seem amusing.
Language Work
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1. ‘Don’t expect an English cup of tea’—how does this phrase bring out the
contrast between the English and American attitudes?
Answer
Britishers are supposedly more polite and hospitable to their guests as compared
to Americans. The pace in which the lives of Americans rush is quite different and,
in fact, faster than people residing in Britain. The feeling of competition is so
immense that ‘Everybody feels he must get to the top.'
2. How did the narrator learn to distinguish between 'a flask' and 'a thermos'?

m

Answer
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There was a time when the narrator went to buy tea bags and a 'flask'. This is
when he came to know that the thing which he was looking for was actually
known as a 'thermos' and 'flask' was something which was used to store Whisky.
The reason for the narrator having limited knowledge on the subject was the fact
that he hadn't consumed whisky till then.

Answer

Ed
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3. It took the narrator quite some time to understand that what he heard as
'piper', in fact, meant 'paper' and the phrase 'mind the gap' in the Tube. What do
you think caused the problem?

The narrator had the mentioned problems with his language when he shifted to
US because in the beginning it was a new language for him to speak. He was not
habituated to speaking fluently in any language other than his own mother
tongue, i.e. Bengali. Also, the pronunciation was quite different from how it was
spoken in London, where he stayed before moving to US.
4. Make a list of items that are referred to differently in British and American
English, for example, 'lift' (BE) 'elevator' (AmE).
Answer
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Few words which are spelt differently in British and American English are:
Barrister (BE) : Attorney (AE)
The cinema (BE) : The movies (AE)
Flat (BE) : Apartment (AE)
Holiday (BE) : Vacation (AE)
Lavatory (BE) : Bathroom (AE)
Lift (BE) : Elevator (AE)
Favour (BE) : Favor (AE)
Wardrobe (BE) : Dresser (AE)
Barrister (BE) : Lawyer (AE)
Windscreen (BE) : Wind shield (AE)
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5. See if you understand what the following words that are parts of a house mean.
Look up the dictionary if you don't.

ev

Answer
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parlour foyer lounge porch
lobby attic portico
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Parlour – It means a small room for guests away from the public rooms in an inn,
club, etc. In a house, in old fashioned English, parlour meant the living room
especially kept neat and tidy for reception of visitors.
foyer – Foyer means a vestibule or entrance hall in a house or apartment. Foyer
could also refer to the lobby of a theatre, hotel, or apartment house.
Lounge – A lobby or a living room might also be referred to as a lounge in a house.
However, lounge also means a sofa for reclining, sometimes backless, having a
headrest at one end.
Porch – A porch refers to a verandah. It is the open space or the extended
enclosed space in front and on the sides of a building.
Lobby – It is a hall or a waiting room at or near the entrance to a building. It is a
corridor or a vestibule which usually serve as a space to an entry into a larger
room.
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Attic – Attic is that part of a building, especially of a house, directly under a roof. It
is a story or room directly below the roof of a building, especially a house.
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Portico – A structure consisting of a roof supported by columns or piers, usually
attached to a building as a porch is called a portico.
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Chapter 7 Glory at Twilight
Page No: 96
Understanding the Text
1. Give reasons for the following

.c
o
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a. Satyajit attending the village wedding.
b. Satyajit’s recollection of the forgerer when he was on the train.
c. Srinath and his family members’ eager expectation of Satyajit’s arrival.
d. Srinath’s disappointment with Satyajit.
e. Satyajit's feeling that he was an impostor.
f. Satyajit not disclosing his present financial status to his uncle.
Answer

Ed
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a. Satyajit attending the village wedding was a mere fact of pride and selfrealisation. He was nobody in his younger days. Thus, when he gained some
prestige and became a recognised person, he enjoyed the attention and fame
that he got. The village people gave him looks of wonder and amazement. He
appreciated the homage which people offered. When Satyajit became openhanded in the flush of prosperity, he started attaining an air of pride and stature.
Satyajit knew one thing for sure that it was his benediction which would pave
Srinath's way through the present daughter crisis.
b. He was contemplating on how the wheel of fortune keeps turning and never
favours the same person. He thought about the forgerer because he knew one
thing for sure. If luck leads to attainment of success before one might expect
failure would strike faster. If success would come fast, downfall would be faster.
Ironically, although catching the forgerer paved his way towards glory, promotion
and prosperity, he had all regrets for the man. The thought that came to his mind
was the fact that he could have given the forgerer a chance to live. The moment
in his life was ironic because it was he who needed a second chance to make a
living, now that he had lost everything.
c. There was a very valid reason for Srinath and his family members to have high
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expectations and eager eyes towards Satyajit's arrival. Satyajit was very liberal in
his days of prosperity. His wealth made him reach high levels of status. Although
they did not share any blood relation but Satyajit boasted and felt pride in helping
Srinath in the marriage of his other daughters. He enjoyed success and attention
while they needed money. It was a relation of pure give and take.

m

d. Srinath had extremely high and sure-to-be-fulfilled expectations from Satyajit.
Thus, when he confessed that he was present in front of him with his begging
bowl and needed Rs. 2001/- to give the in-laws as dowry, he was very much sure
that he would get the money. He didn't worry much because he thought that a
millionaire like Satyajit would obviously be carrying this meagre amount with him.
He was extremely disappointed and put down by the fact that Satyajit wasn't able
to lend him the required amount of money.
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e. The story projects mixed emotions of Satyajit. In one moment he wants to
enjoy the high level of status and privilege which he gains from the people at his
uncle's place. On the other hand, Satyajit has the consciousness of doing the
wrong thing and deceiving people who need him. He had regret in his mind for
attending the marriage at this time of crisis in his life. However, he wasn't ready
to let go of the situation. He decided to listen to the 'false echo' that convinced
him to keep misleading his uncle. He was very well aware of the glory which had
departed and thus wanted to remain joyous, though fake, at this twilight of the
gone splendour. This is where he knowingly becomes an impostor to his uncle.
f. Satyajit was so much in the limelight since the time he had attained glory that
he was ashamed of revealing about his failure to anybody. Srinath was especially
one of the few people whom he would never want to know about his turn of
fortune. He was considered to be the person who had a lot of money and was
always ready to help. His image was that of a God who held a very high and
prestigious position in the society. It was because of Satyajit's benediction that all
the daughters of Srinath could be married. He couldn't reveal the tragedy of his
life that he was no more in a position to be called their benefactor. He could not
expose the harsh reality that he could no longer be known as the philanthropist
present at times of need.

2. Describe the cycle of events in Satyajit's life that brought him back to where he
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began.
Answer

.c
o

m

Satyajit witnessed a lot of changes in his life till the time the story was written. He
had started his career as a client at a bank. He then caught a forgery and thus got
promoted as a Managing Director. However, all these events turned out to be a
turning point in his life. At present, he regretted reaching heights of success just
by chance and not hard work. Now he realises that the tempo of failure is always
faster than that of success. Today, he faced crisis when it came to job, wealth, in
fact any resource at all. The wheel of fortune had turned and had completed an
entire rotation bringing Satyajit back to where he had begun. He was reduced to
nothing after enjoying glorious days when he owned a fortune. Once, it was he
who was looked up to for financing and fulfilling the needs of the people. Now, he
had to avert such situations to avoid the shame and dismay he felt at his present
situation.
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Talking about the Text
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Page No: 97

Answer
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1. It is difficult to adjust to a fall from glory.

The story explains the truth very clearly as to how it becomes extremely difficult
for a man to adjust to the fact and accept defeat after being an achiever. Falling
suddenly after gaining extreme heights of glory it becomes very difficult for a
person to come in terms with his failure. Every known person in the vicinity
knows the success story. Thus, it becomes hard to cope up with the loss, let alone
telling people the tragic story.
2. 'Failure had a tempo faster than success.'
Answer
The concept of people who achieve success very fast also fail very fast holds truth
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as far as this story is concerned. The tempo of failure is always faster than
success. Thus, on one hand, we strive so much to attain success while on the
other hand, it takes just seconds for failure to reach us. Most of the times, it is
just a matter of chance that a man gains success while a man's failure is predestined and occurs only because of his own actions. Success when planned and
achieved because of hard work stays for long. However, when failure strikes, it is
very abrupt and never knocks on the door before approaching. Thus, it can be
said that the tempo of failure is faster than that of success.
3. Satyajit should have revealed his predicament to his uncle.
Answer
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Predicament refers to an unpleasantly difficult, perplexing, or dangerous
situation. Here, in this story, Satyajit was sandwiched in between his tragic loss of
wealth and his uncle's expectations to fund him for the latter's daughter's
marriage. He could not reveal his present status because of his ego and pride,
especially after he was considered to be the benedict to his uncle. He was selfish
and didn't want to let go of his status as a God among all the devotees at his
uncle's place. However, revelation usually lightens the mood and unburdens one's
heart. Thus, it might have been easier for Satyajit to be true and honest about his
actual situation and let go of his pride.
4. The author's comment on crime and punishment.
Answer
The author, at the beginning of the story, always believed in the fact that he
achieved what he was supposed to. He found it right and just to be promoted to
the post of a Managing Director even though he didn't deserve it. However, after
fortune turned its face away from him, he realised that he hated the person for
whom he was promoted. He disliked the forger because of whom he gained so
much glory and fame. Now, he just wishes that the hands of clock would turn
back and he would let go of the person who committed the crime. He possessed
contempt in his heart for the person who did this felony because he was the
cause of his sudden success because of which he had to suffer. This was a point of
epiphany when he realised that tide and time waited for none and thus, it was too

https://www.edufever.com/

late to seek him out and give him a chance to live.
Apperciation
1. How is Satyajit's financial crash introduced to the reader?
Answer

m

Satyajit has an entire list of denials. He was working on quitting some habits like
smoking. This realisation dawned on him when he was about to smoke in the train
he was travelling on. While reaching out for his cigarettes he gave it a second
thought. He had rationed his habits as it was a time of crisis for him. He could not
afford unrestricted luxury. He was bitten by the stark reality that the wheel of
fortune did not favour him.
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2. Comment on the way in which the story is narrated from Satyajit's perspective.
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Answer
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Satyajit has been extremely biased in expressing his opinion in the story. The story
could also be presented as a diary entry. The narration seems to be in a
continuous tone of justification. Satyajit explains himself at every point of the
story - may it be feeling regretful for not giving the forgerer another chance or
feeling joyous at being considered to be a God by his hosts. His revelation about
failure striking faster than success portrays the completely broken condition of his
spirit and soul. He very well seems to interpret the fact that the tempo of failure
occurs to a man faster than success. His moments of epiphany to forgive the man
who had committed forgery, to consider himself stupid for coming at an occasion
where Srinath and his family members expected benediction from him, and to
pull Srinath through the crisis of getting his daughter married rather than gifting
the house and the fish-pond to his own family.
3. How has the author used the episode of the bank theft to comment on
Satyajit's success in his career?
Answer
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The author has very well knit the entire frame of the story. He wanted to show a
common man's rise from a mere client to the post of Managing Director. He, in
turn, wanted to explain how success earned through short-cut could be
shortlived. He introduced this incident in the story making it the key episode,
highlighting on how Satyajit managed to get promoted by play of chance. The
author elaborates on a situation here on how men rise by occurrence of such
incidents based on luck. It was just a matter of chance that he got the position
and, thus, didn't have any rational reasons for the same. Thus, with no solid
foundation for him to achieve what he did his success came to an end in a short
while. The author wants to exemplify through this story that the tempo of failure
is always faster than success.

m

4. How do these lines capture the essence of the story:
'Glory was all overlaid with dark shame. Glory was dead.'
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The line 'Glory was all overlaid with dark shame' very well exemplifies the state of
mind of the narrator. He seems to be a kind of person who is unable to accept
defeat or failure. He has broken down completely and yet is not in favour of
revealing his loss of wealth and position publicly. He had enjoyed his status as the
superior being in the concerned society for a very long time and had always been
glorified by all, especially his uncle. His uncle's daughters got married well
because of the 'benediction' by Satyajit. Hence, it was impossible for the author
to digest the fact that now the tables had turned and he owned nothing. Thus, he
makes failure sound synonymous to shame. He thinks that the opposite of being
glorious at one point of time is utter shame in public. 'Glory is dead' is the final
statement which reveals the author's complete helplessness and vulnerability to
the situation.
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Chapter 8 Luncheon
Page No: 104
Understanding the Text
1.Although the author was not a vindictive man he was very happy to see the
twenty one stone lady who had impoverished him twenty years ago, and says he
had finally had his revenge. What makes him say this?
Answer
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The story Luncheon relates incidents, replete with humour and irony, involving
the author and a lady in a restaurant twenty years ago. The author narrates how
he was tactfully suggested by a lady to meet her at a high grade restaurant Foyot.
Given the poor economic condition of the author at that time, visiting a highly
expensive restaurant like Foyot along with a lady for a luncheon was very ironical.
The author narrates in a flashback how at that point of time he could not turn
down her request only to meet with embarrassing situation at the restaurant. In
the name of a little luncheon, the lady started placing order after order for highly
expensive items from the menu like salmon, caviare, champagne, asparagus etc.
without bothering about the bill. Unable to reveal his actual position, the author
kept giving excuses for not ordering items for himself. Ultimately, he had to give
away whatever money he had with him in paying the bill. He was left without
even a penny and the whole month was before him.
The author was not a vindictive man so he did not say a word to her but chose to
endure. It is in this context, the author says on seeing the lady after twenty years
that the embarrassment done to him in the restaurant by the lady was avenged in
due course of time as the lady is now only twenty one stone.
2. There are quite a few places where the author uses the expressions 'my heart
sank', 'panic seized' etc. What was the reason for this?
Answer
The author has used the expression 'My heart sank' when the lady ordered for
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caviare. The author has used this expression to convey his inability to afford
caviare. The use of this expression lends humour to the situation.
In yet another situation, the author uses the expression 'panic seized' to state
that more than embarrassing it was a matter of concern when the lady ordered
for asparagus as he anticipated that its price may exceed his budget line. The
expression very aptly brings out the author's mental state of embarrassment and
anticipation at that point of time.
3. Locate instances of irony in the story.
Answer
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The story The Luncheon is replete with instances of irony. Irony is a technique in
which an unexpected situation is revealed either in terms of speech or incident. In
other words, an ironical situation is never expected or anticipated. It happens and
comes as a shock or surprise. In the present story there are many instances of
irony. In the beginning of the story when the author visits Foyot thinking that he
would manage with his limited budget, he finds the unexpected thing. He
discovers that the prices in the bill of fare are very high. He has not anticipated
this. It comes as a shock or surprise, hence, ironical. At first the lady friend tells
the author that she never eats anything for luncheon. But soon she says that she
will love to have salmon, a highly priced item in the menu. This is ironical. Then
she orders for caviare, and then champagne and at last asparagus. These
instances are all ironical.
The story has instances of verbal irony also. The lady's remark that she never eats
anything for luncheon is ironical as she eventually orders for so many costly items.
Another instance of verbal irony in the story is when the author tells the lady that
his doctors have absolutely forbidden him to drink champagne. In fact, the entire
story is built on the structure of irony.
Apperciation
1. The author is a humorist
a. How does the story reflect his sense of humour?
b. What makes his lady friend remark----'You are quite a humorist' ?
c. Give instances of the author's ability to laugh at himself.
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a. The author is a humorist. Humour is a device which is employed to evoke
laughter. The author has very deftly employed this device in the story The
Luncheon from the beginning to the end. In the beginning of the story, the author
brings out a humorous situation when he was tactfully suggested by a lady to
offer her a little luncheon at a highly expensive restaurant Foyot .Given the
economic condition of the author at that time, visiting Foyot was beyond his
budget line. Driven by flattery, the author made all possible calculations and
decided to go along with the lady to Foyot only to experience some embarrassing
moments. This embarrassing moments are very humorous to the readers.
The author was taken aback at the very beginning after visiting the restaurant
when the lady in the name of little luncheon ordered for salmon, then caviare and
champagne and asparagus. These situations are humorous and testify to the
sense of humour of the author. The way he avoided placing orders for himself in
order not to reveal his budget line is also very humorous. The way he describes
the lady in the beginning as a woman of forty who was imposing rather than
attractive is humorous.
At the end, when the lady recommended the author to follow her example of
having a so-called little luncheon, the author humorously replied that he would
do better than that by eating nothing for the night that day.
Thus, the story unfolds the author's sense of humour from the beginning to the
end. Every situation depicted in the story amply expresses his sense of humour.
b. The story The Luncheon narrates how the author's lady friend tactfully
managed to have lunch in a highly expensive restaurant Foyot from the author.
The author with all his monetary constraints decided to visit the restaurant where
senators usually go only to come across some embarrassing situations. The author
carefully chalked out a plan to order for some items in the highly expensive
restaurant which would not affect his monthly budget. However, the irony
unfolded when he found his lady friend placing order one after another without
bothering about the budget of the author. At the end, when the author's lady
friend recommended him to follow her path to have the so-called little luncheon,
the author humorously replied that he would do better than that by not taking
dinner that night. In this context, the lady friend made the quoted remark.
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c. The story The Luncheon is full of instances to show the author's ability to laugh
at himself.
In the beginning of the story, the author admits that he was flattered to visit
Foyot by the lady. The author admits that as he was young he could not say no to
the invitation of the lady. In the restaurant when the lady started ordering for
costly items one after another he could see the irony. He laughed at himself as to
why he agreed to the proposal of having lunch in Foyot. In fact, from the
beginning to the end the author shows his ability to laugh at himself.
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