SNAPSHOT
English NCERT Solution

Class XI

ENGLISH NCERT SOLUTION

English: Snapshot
NCERT Solution
INDEX
Chapter No.

Chapter Name

Page No.

Chapter 1

The Summer of the Beautiful White House

1-3

Chapter 2

The Address

4-5

Chapter 3

Ranga’s Marriage

6-8

Chapter 4

Albert Einstein at School

9-10

Chapter 5

Mother’s Day

11-13

Chapter 6

The Ghat of the Only World

14-15

Chapter 7

Birth

16-17

Chapter 8

The Tale of Melon City

18-20

https://edufever.com/

Chapter 1 - The Summer of the Beautiful White Horse
Question 1:
You will probably agree that this story does not have breathless adventure and exciting
action. Then what in your opinion makes it interesting?
Answer:
Pointers have been provided for students' reference.
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
The various reasons which make this story mind-gripping and a real page turner, are:



The innocence of the language which keeps us in suspense about the belongingness
of the horse.
The mystery behind riding horse;

The interesting feature which makes this story captivating is the way in which the
relationship between the author and his cousin develops.
Question 2:
Did the boys return the horse because they were conscience-stricken or because they
were afraid?
Answer:
A model answer has been provided for students' reference.
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
The most beautiful essence of this story is the fact that the boys were very innocent and
meant no harm to anyone. They were just dreamy and wished to ride a horse. It pricked
their conscience when they saw the clean heart of the farmer, John Byro, who didn't suspect
them even for once for stealing the horse. They were not afraid but were guilt-stricken
when they met a pure-hearted soul like John, who couldn't even think of people of their
clan stealing, even after he said it was confirmed that the horse resembled his, just like
twins. The children might have also been afraid of ruining the prestige and honor of their
families.
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Chapter 1 - The Summer of the Beautiful White Horse
Question 3:
“One day back there in the good old days when I was nine and the world was full of every
imaginable kind of magnificence, and life was still a delightful and mysterious dream...”
The story begins in a mood of nostalgia. Can you narrate some incident from your
childhood that might make an interesting story?
Answer:
A model answer has been provided for students' reference.
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
We are a small happy family consisting of three members. Luckily, we shared a common
hobby of travelling. We were in the lap of Himalayas, somewhere near Ranikhet in the
Garhwal range, when suddenly my parents suggested that I should study in a residential
school there. I seemed extremely elated with the fantastic idea. Years later, when I was in
Grade 7, my parents started searching for a good boarding school where they could put me
in for my further studies. I don't have words that could describe my exact feeling at that
point of time. I was very happy as well as equally scared at the very thought of living
separate from my family. I knew this very well by then that this would be a final farewell
from my home and my family. Further studies, college and now in a job, I have always gone
back home on vacations and had a very great time, but I have always been very aware deep
inside that I was a boarder and had to leave within a few days. I never knew where the
towel was hung, when the milkman came, when my mother sat down to have her evening
tea, nothing. I did not even find it necessary to know all these minor details because I knew
one thing for sure, I was a guest for merely a week so why bother!
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Chapter 1 - The Summer of the Beautiful White Horse
Question 4:
The story revolves around characters who belong to a tribe in Armenia. Mourad and Aram
are members of the Garoghlanian family. Now locate Armenia and Assyria on the atlas
and prepare a write-up on the Garoghlanian tribes. You may write about people, their
names, traits, geographical and economic features as suggested in the story.
Answer:
A model answer has been provided for students' reference.
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
Here are a few words to describe the Garoghlanian tribes:
This entire concept of the existence of this tribe is said to be fictitious. It's said to be formed
by William Saroyan in his book “My name is Aram” (1940). The Garoghlanian tribe is
Armenian. The culture of these people, known for their honesty, is at the heart of the story.
Hospitality is also an important function in the Armenian culture. Social gatherings revolve
around large amounts of food. The religion of most Armenian people is Christianity, which is
structured around forgiveness of sins and focuses on the spirit of Tolerance.
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Chapter 2 - The Address
Question 1:
'Have you come back?' said the woman.'I thought that no one had come back.' Does this
statement give some clue about the story? If yes, what is it?
Answer:
The quoted statement indicates that the two families knew each other. When the war was
going on some people left their homes to take refuge in distant lands. Few people who
remained there thought that those people who had left their land would never come back.
That is why the woman feels surprised to see one of them returning back. Usually people
care more for material things than for human beings. But it cannot be said of all human
beings. The narrator and her mother were totally different in their nature. They were
trusting and loving human beings. Thus, the given statement gives some clue about the
story.
Question 2:
The story is divided into pre-war and post-war times. What hardships do you think the girl
underwent during these times?
Answer:
The story, “The Address” is divided into pre-war and post-war times. There are clear
indications of the hardships which the narrator, a young girl, had to undergo during these
times. The girl came from a rich family. The family had a lot of valuable belongings. Then the
war broke out. Mrs. Dorling renewed her contact and started visiting their house. She took
away all their possessions on the ground that she wanted to save all their nice things in case
they had to leave the place. After the war was over. Things became almost normal. Now the
girl was living all alone in a rented house. She wanted to meet Mrs. Dorling and ask for the
valuables. When she went to meet Mrs. Dorling she found that Mrs. Dorling was using her
mother's things recklessly. Suddenly, she lost interest in the things that had belonged to a
connection that no longer existed. She decided to leave it all behind and resolved to move
on.
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Chapter 2 - The Address
Question 3:
Why did the narrator of the story want to forget the address?
Answer:
The narrator went to the house of the lady who had kept many valuable items of her
mother during the war days. The address of the lady helped her in searching out the house
of the lady. But now she wanted to forget the address as after visiting the house of the lady
she found how the belongings of her mother were kept in a strange manner. These had lost
all their emotional value for the narrator. The narrator now lived in a small rented room.
She had no place to keep all these things. The lady treated her very insolently. She even
refused to recognise her. She did not let her come into the house. That was why she wanted
to forget that address.
Question 4:
'The Address' is a story of human predicament that follows war. Comment
Answer:
The phenomenon of war brings lot of suffering for human beings. It brings with it death and
destruction. It kills the feelings of love and sympathy. The story Address is based on this
theme. The narrator's mother leaves all her valuable things with an acquintance during the
war. The mother dies and many years later, the narrator comes to the woman to have a look
at her mother's belongings. But the woman shows no human feelings towards her. Rather,
she behaves in a very hard hearted manner. She doesnot even let the narrator come in and
sit a while. She closes the door. Thus, we find that war leaves the world desolate not only on
the physical level but also on the emotional and spiritual level.
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Chapter 3 - Ranga's Marriage
Question 1:
Comment on the influence of English – the language and the way of life – on Indian life as
reflected in the story. What is the narrator's attitude to English?
Answer:
When the English came to our land, they did not bring the industrialisation alone. They
carried with themselves their culture, their religion and their language to our home. We,
who had been ruled by the Slaves and the Moguls for centuries were now about to face yet
another foreign dominance, which was to leave an impact on us that was to live for ever in
the future. The biggest of all influences was the language English. Even after so many years
of independence, we Indians are not able to pull ourselves out of this inferiority complex.
They ruled our nation once and now even after so many decades, they rule our minds. We
consider those inferior who do not know the English language. It is nothing but a language
after all, why feel so proud about it when it is not even ours. Yes it is a global language and it
is good to know foreign languages, however we must treat a language as language only and
not as a status symbol.
This falsehood has been reflected very well in the story. The narrator, Shyama, showed how
when Ranga returns from Bangalore, after completing his studies, the way people
anticipated his return and the excitement on knowing that Ranga now knew English, “a
priceless commodity”. They all wanted to see if there has been any change in Ranga after
studying English in Bangalore. However, there was no change or little in Ranga's personality.
He even did the traditional namaskar to Shyama by bowing down and touching his feet.
Question 2:
Astrologers' perceptions are based more on hearsay and conjecture than what they learn
from the study of the stars. Comment with reference to the story.
Answer:
Some say that astrology is a science, others say it is a sham. It is true that all the calculations
done in astrology are based on the movement of various celestial bodies in our solar
system. However, there are claims that all that the astrologers predict is based on hearsay
and is general to all. There have been claims that there are these rare astrologers who are
know for their accurate predictions. There have been famous astrologers, like Linda
Goodman, who have been known and appreciated for their astrological knowledge. Many
people are staunch believers of this study. Late President Roosevelt, of United States of
America, consulted astrologers to calculate the auspicious moment to swear in as President
of USA.
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In the story, Shyama went to the astrologer and told him what was on his head about a
possible alliance between Ranga and Ratna. Later when he returned to the Shastri and
asked him to predict what the planets told about Ranga, he told what he was actually told
by Shyama and said that Ranga was cotemplating marrying a girl whose name's innitial is 'R',
which was Ratna. Thus, it is difficult to say whether astrologers' predictions are based on
mere hearsay or are actually what they learn from the movements of stars.
Question 3:
Indian society has moved a long way from the way the marriage is arranged in the story.
Discuss.
Answer:
A model answer has been provided for students' reference.
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
It is true that the Indian society has evolved way beyond what has been portrayed in the
story. The way Shyama arranged Ranga's marriage is not how it happens in the modern
times. Children today do not want to stay dependent on their parents or elders to chose
their life partners. They now want to take control of their lives. They take the lead and
decide themselves who they want to spend their lives with. The society has opened up to
love marriages. However, it should be noted that love marriages are not modern, this
culture has existed since times immemorial. Many cases of love marriage can be traced back
in the history. Shakuntala did love marriage (gandharva vivah), Sita and Draupadi chose their
partners on their own (swayamavar). Hence, it is difficult to say whether arranged marriage
is an old tradition or love marriage. Now that we have been independent for decades and
have moved far ahead of Medieval and Modern India, it can be observed that the culture of
arranged marriage is returning. Hence, we can be sure of at least one thing that these are
trends that come and go and people follow what is in fashion.
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Chapter 3 - Ranga's Marriage
Question 4:
What kind of a person do you think the narrator is?
Answer:
A model answer has been provided for students' reference.
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
Shyama, a person who is too attached to his soil and his village, is the narrator of Ranga's
Marriage. When the story starts the reader expects something about a marriage happening.
However, the narrator takes the reader on a tour of his village, Hosahalli, explaining the
specialities about it. He does not believe in the English culture. He tells how 10 decades ago
there was no such culture and how he thinks that the language has changed the atmosphere
totally. How a distinction has descended between those who speak English and those who
do not. Shyama is person who respects a person who believes in her/his culture; for
example, when Ranga payed homage to him, he bowed down and touched Shyama's feet as
a namaskar. This made Shyama happy that even after studying away from home Ranga had
not forgotten his roots. Even though Ranga was an educated boy and was determined to get
married to a girl who is mature enough, Shyama got him married to Ratna, who was much
younger and not at all the kind of girl he would have married. This shows his beliefs in
arrange marriage and also that he was a determined person who always got done what he
had decided. He was a person who strongly believed in his tradition and culture.
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Chapter 4 - Albert Einstein at School
Question 1:
What do you understand of Einstein’s nature from his conversations with his history
teacher, his
mathematics teacher and the head teacher?
Answer:
A model answer has been provided for students' reference.
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
Einstein’s behavior seemed to be extremely unruly. He didn't believe in the then prevailing
system of education. His nature was a spontaneous one. He found memorising facts and
dates quite useless. Ideas lured him more than facts because of which he had a heated
argument on education with his history teacher. He was so restless and indifferent to the
importance of attending school that he didn't mind not attending it at all. From his
conversation with the Maths teacher, we come to know that he was a student who actually
had some interest in mathematics, that being the only class in which he paid a lot of
attention and never wasted his time. He wasn't open and outright in front of his
Mathematics teacher. His behavior had turned mild before his teacher which showed his
level of respect and obediance for elders. Later, when he confronts the headmaster, we find
him defensive at the beginning and carefree at the end of the meeting.
Question 2:
The school system often curbs individual talents. Discuss.
Answer:
A model answer has been provided for students' reference.
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
Various points to prove the fact that the school system curbs individual talents are:






Focusses more on memorising facts and data rather than encouraging them to
understand concepts and ideas.
Thrust on taking exams rather than focussing on increasing the mental and
intellectual aptitude of a student;
The irregular student-teacher ratio makes it impossible for the teachers to provide
individual attention to each and every student.
One-to-one interaction with the kids have lessened these days.
Quantity matters more than quality.
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Chapter 4 - Albert Einstein at School
Question 3:
How do you distinguish between information gathering and insight formation?
Answer:
A model answer has been provided for students' reference.
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
There is a mass difference between the concepts of information gathering and insight
formation. Information gathering refers to collection of data and facts. It means knowledge
of specific events or situations that has been gathered or received by communication.
Insight formation, on the other hand, refers to the perception one has of things through his
deep understanding of a subject. Insight refers to the capacity to discern the true nature of
a situation. Thus, it might differ from person to person, depending on everyone's ideas and
concepts.
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Chapter 5 - Mother's Day
Question 1 (i):
This play, written in the 1950s, is a humorous and satirical depiction of the status of the
mother in the family.
What are the issues it raises?
Answer:
Mother's Day is a comical satire. The story is a simple one, yet it strongly condemns the
position of women in society. Our mothers and wives work hard daily, turning our houses
into homes. They receive no wages and have no weekends off and work all day long, round
the clock. Little do we realise the hard work they put in to make it all perfect. We take them
for granted and never appreciate them or stop by to drop a word of 'thanks'. The story very
clearly states that our mothers and wives have equal right to relax, enjoy their lives and
deserve acknowledgement and appreciation. They sacrifice their whole lives building ours'.
Husbands stay busy at work and kids are occupied in their own lives. Amidst all this women
lose their self trying to contain our world.
Question 1 (ii):
This play, written in the 1950s, is a humorous and satirical depiction of the status of the
mother in the family.
Do you think it caricatures these issues or do you think that the problems it raises are
genuine? How does the play resolve the issues? Do you agree with the resolution?
Answer:
A model answer has been provided for students' reference.
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
The issues that the story raises are genuine and we must heed them. In the story the major
complaint of Mrs. Pearson is that her family does not spend time with her. The author has
tried to highlight the fact that how lonely can a woman feel when all the members of her
family leave early morning to work and then return in the evening just to get the supper and
then leave again to socialise outside home. They pay her no time or attention. She selflessly
makes the home and asks nothing in return. However, little do we realise that they also
yearn for company and wish to spend time with their loved ones.
In the play, Mrs. Fitzgerald, a determined lady who lives in the neighbourhood and a fortune
teller, helped Mrs. Pearson by exchanging body with her and dealt with Mrs. Pearson's
family. She made the Pearsons understand that Mrs. Pearson is a human after all and that
even after working 24x7 she receives no acknowledgement and appreciation from her
family members. She did not prepare the supper and did not iron the clothes and made
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George, Doris and Cyril realise that how dependent they are actually on Mrs. Pearson. She is
the sole pillar who keeps their lives in place and keeps everything ready for them before
even they have asked for it. Finally when the three receive such harsh treatment and see
Annie sitting back and not doing household chores, they feel helpless and find it all difficult
to manage on their own. They realise that their lives are absolutely incomplete without Mrs.
Pearson.
The resolution was perfect and very well decided. The Pearsons needed the harsh treatment
after all else they would have never realised the blunder they were going on committing.
After what all happened and when Mrs. Fitzgerald and Mrs. Pearson exchanged the bodies
back to the original ones, Annie tells George, Doris and Cyril to stay back and play cards with
her and proposed that kids would do cooking while she could sit back and relax while talking
to her husband, to which the three approved merrily.
Question 2:
If you were to write about these issues today what are some of the incidents, examples
and problems that you would think of as relevant?
Answer:
A model answer has been provided for students' reference.
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
No matter that time has changed and women in today's society have become confident and
aware about their rights. However, they still continue to be dominated in conservative
societies like ours. Even in western world, one may find many such families, like Pearsons,
where the lady of the house alone manages all for the rest of the members. They work
round the clock, doing the house hold chores all by themselves without complaining and do
not even receive appreciation. Our mothers take little liberty to enjoy or have their own
leisure time. A woman is accepted only in the avtar of a home maker, we never can accept
our mothers or wives going out with her friends. We all stereotype a woman as a lady who is
going to cook food for us, iron our clothes, sit back at home all day cleaning our room and
anxiously waiting for us to return in the evening. We behave as if she can not have a life and
is liable for our our work. We must always keep it in mind that that woman in our house
needs our attention and appreciation and we must be greatful to her.

https://edufever.com/

Chapter 5 - Mother's Day
Question 3:
Is drama a good medium for conveying a social message? Discuss.
Answer:
A model answer has been provided for students' reference.
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
Drama or theatre is a perfect media to deliver social messages to the society. Now that we
are in the digital era, we have various kinds of media, print, electronic and cyber. However,
in the times when there were no TVs, the only media was theatre. Media not just reflects
the society but also revolutionises the society. Jean Genet has made it very clear from his
plays that the society dwells on images. Hence, what we show affects the society largely. So,
in Drama or Theatre, when the characters come alive and equivocally make their point in
front of the whole society, they raise questions, very strong and vital issues are highlighted,
which otherwise remain ignored. People heed to what is displayed and learn and not just
relate and get emotional.
It is believed that in drama, comedy is best able to mark an effect on the audience. Comedy
does not stimulate the audience emotionally; hence, there is no subsequent catharsis. Thus,
the alienated audience is able to think rationally rather than getting emotional and is able to
infer what the dramatist has been trying to convey. Thus, it opens the audience's mind and
they begin to think about what has been suggested or portrayed in the story rather than
associating themselves with the characters and reaching a catharsis.
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Chapter 6 - The Ghat of the Only World
Question 1:
What impressions of Shahid do you gather from the piece?
Answer:
A model answer has been provided for students' reference.
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
As the text is a very brief description of Agha Shahid Ali, we can never judge his character
completely. However, it can be said from the text that, even after he realised that he was
dying, Shahid remained an extremely lucid person and didn't lack enthusiasm of life. Just
like any other normal man, he was afraid of dying. He ignored reassurances given by people
and lived his life fully till his last breath. He was a man who wanted to stay alive in people's
memories not through spoken recitatives of friendship but of written word. Even when he
reached a very serious stage of his illness, Shahid did not let his illness impede the progress
of the friendship between him and the author. He had the extra-ordinary ability to
transmute the mundane into the magical. He was very fond of company. His social live
included festivity at home every day. He could be awarded for his prowess in the kitchen. He
was a believer of exactitude and authenticity and thus, could not tolerate any deviation
from the traditional methods of cooking. Shahid worked his way through poetry in almost all
spheres of his life.
Question 2:
How do Shahid and the writer react to the knowledge that Shahid is going to die?
Answer:
A model answer has been provided for students' reference.
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
“Oh dear! I cant see a thing...I hope this doesn't mean that I am dying,” The fear of death
was very vividly visible in Shahid's tone of voice and usage of words. He got scared when he
felt for the first time that he was dying. When his occasional memory lapses became more
serious with passage of time, the realisation of death drawing nearer becomes stronger.
When he was in a conversation with Amitav Ghosh, he said in a clear ringing voice- “When it
happens, I hope you will write something for me.” The writer could think of nothing to say
on such a topic. At last, he had to promise, “I'll do the best I can.” From that day, the writer
started keeping a record of all the conversations and meetings he had with Shahid. This
record helped him to fulfil his promise.
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Question 3:
Look up the dictionary for the meaning of the word ‘diaspora’. What do you understand of
the Indian diaspora from this piece?
Answer:
A model answer has been provided for students' reference.
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
The word 'diaspora' means a dispersion of an originally homogeneous entity, such as a
language or culture. With reference to the context, Indian diaspora becomes more
prominent in Ghosh's writings.
From this text, we come to know that a number of Indians have settled in different
countries of the West, especially England and America. Agha Shahid, his brother and two
sisters, Suketu Mehta and the writer form part of the Indian diaspora in America. Shahid
belonged to Kashmir and migrated to America in 1975. his elder brother was already settled
there. His two sisters also joined them later. These people, though living in another land,
never forgot about their roots. These Indians feel a sense of unity and keep meeting each
other on various occasions.
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Chapter 7 - Birth
Question 1:
“I have done something; oh, God! I've done something real at last.” Why does Andrew say
this? What does it mean?
Answer:
A model answer has been provided for students' reference.
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
Andrew, the protagonist of the story Birth, utters these words as he is able to bring a still
born child back to life which seemed impossible in the beginning. The child is born still to
the wife of Joe Morgan. The child is the first child of the couple who has been married for
nearly twenty years. The child is born under critical condition. Both the child and the mother
are in critical condition requiring urgent attention. The nurse dumps the child thinking it to
be still born.
Andrew takes care of the mother first and seeing her in the recovery path turns his
attention to the child. Andrew pulls the child out. It is a perfectly formed boy. Its limp white
body is white and soft. Its head is hanging loosely on the thin neck. Andrew at once
understands that it is a case of asphyxia pallida. He orders the nurse to get him cold water
and hot water and basins. He lays the child upon a blanket and begins the special method of
respiration. Fifteen minutes passes but no breath comes from the body of the child. In sheer
desperation, he rubs the child with a towel, crushes and relaxes the chest with both hands.
Then a miracle happens. The little chest gives a short, convulsive heave and then another.
Andrew redoubles his effort. The child is now gasping, deeper and still deeper. Then comes
the child's cry. He hands over the child to the nurse and climbs down the stair. He utters the
quoted words out of deep satisfaction on achieving the seemingly impossible task.
It means that Andrew has been able to do something wonderful. He has been able to apply
what ever he learnt in the medical textbooks and even beyond that. It is really a great
achievement for Andrew. The above words mean that a doctor is a medium through which
God or Almighty grants life to the patients. The miracle happened by the grace of the
Almighty. Andrew acknowledges this fact in the above quoted words. These words bring
home the fact that saving the life of a patient is the most coveted achievement of a doctor.
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Question 2:
There lies a great difference between text book medicine and the world of practising
physician. Discuss.
Answer:
A model answer has been provided for students' reference
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
There lies a great difference between text book medicine and the world of practising
physician. Text book medicine is purely a Science whereas treating a patient is an art. The
world of practising physician requires a different set of skills and knowledge. Text book
medicine no doubt provides the conceptual framework for treatment but no doctor can
treat a patient without the use of his or her intuitive practices. In the story Birth the way
Andrew brings back life in the still born child is a testimony to this fact. The nurse at first
dumps the child thinking it to be dead. But Andrews takes a chance and the miracle
happens. He in the beginning applies his text book knowledge but the child does not
recover. He doesnot lose heart. He applies his own intuitive method and the miracle then
happened. Treatment is Science and beyond. It is both a science and an art. The story Birth
is a realistic fiction. In other words, the elements of the story has been taken from real life
experiences and woven in the fabric of fiction.
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Chapter 8 - The Tale of Melon City
Question 1:
Narrate 'The Tale of Melon City' in your own words.
Answer:
A model answer has been provided for students' reference.
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
The Tale of Melon city is a narrative poem by Vikram Seth written in the couplet form. The
poem is an account of an incident involving the monarch and citizens that took place in a
city long ago. The tale is humorous with a very sharp focus on the thematic aspect.
Structurally, the story has three parts-the first part mentions about a king's wish to build an
arch. The second part relates his complaints regarding the faulty construction of the arch
and the last part narrates how his decree ultimately falls on him leading to his hanging. The
poem in a high tone of humour narrates the transition of power from the king to a melon
which became a symbolic head.
In the beginning the poet narrates that there was a king in a city long ago. One day the king
expressed his desire to construct an arch spanning the main thoroughfare to improve the
onlookers morally and mentally. The king was just and peace loving. The construction work
was soon undertaken by employing large number of labourers.
After the completion of the arch, the king went to inspect the newly constructed arch. The
arch was very low. His crown struck against the arch and fell off. Feeling dishonoured, the
king decided to hang the chief of builders. All arrangements were made for the hanging. The
Chief of builders defended himself by shifting the responsibility to the labourers. Convinced
by the argument, the king then ordered to hang all the labourers. The labourers shifted the
responsibility to the size of the bricks. The king accordingly ordered the hanging of the
masons. The masons in turn defended themselves and put all blame on the architect. The
king ordered to hang the architect. The architect reminded the king that he (King) had made
some amendments to the plan when it was shown to him. The architect indirectly put the
blame on the king. The king was confused to hear the architect's argument. The king
solicited the advice of the wisest man in his kingdom. Accordingly, the wisest man was
found and brought to the court. He was so old that he could neither walk nor see. He gave
the verdict that the arch was the real culprit. It was the arch that hit the crown violently and
it fell off. So, the arch must be hanged. Accordingly, the arch was led to the scaffold. In the
meantime, a councillor pointed out that it would be very shameful act to hang the arch that
touched the king's crown.
The crowd which gathered there to witness the hanging of the culprit was getting restless.
Sensing their mood, the king said that someone must be hanged since the nation wanted a
hanging. The noose was set up. It was somewhat high. Each man was measured turn by
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turn. But there was only one man who was tall enough to fit in the noose, and it was the
King. Interestingly, the king was hanged.
The poet then narrates the third part of the poem. In the concluding part the ministers
heaved a sigh of relief that they were able to find someone, otherwise, the unruly crowd
might have risen in revolt. After the death of the King, it was required to choose another
king. As per the convention, the ministers sent out the herald to proclaim that the next to
pass the City Gate would choose a king. An idiot happened to pass the City Gate. The guards
asked him who was to be the King. The idiot answered that a melon should be chosen to be
the next king. Actually that was his pet answer to all questions as he liked melons. The
ministers crowned a melon and placed their Melon King reverently at the throne.
The poet narrates that the citizens were least bothered about their symbolic head. They
enjoyed the principles of Laissez faire. They were very respectful to their new monarch as
the new monarch did not interfere in their lives.
Question 2:
What impression would you form of a state where the King was 'just and placid'?
Answer:
A model answer has been provided for students' reference.
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
A state where the king was Just and placid enjoyed peace, liberty and justice. The king was
titular and symbolic. The citizens enjoyed freedom of all kinds. The real governance of the
country was in the hands of the citizens. In the poem 'The Tale of a Melon City' the king had
to be hanged as the citizens ultimately wanted someone to be hung. The king could not
defend himself. Even though the wisest man gave the verdict that the arch was the real
culprit but the citizens wanted someone to be hanged. Ultimately, the king was hanged. This
shows that in such a state where the king was just and placid the citizens influenced the fate
of a king.
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Chapter 8 - The Tale of Melon City
Question 3:
How, according to you, can peace and liberty be maintained in a state?
Answer:
A model answer has been provided for students' reference.
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
Peace and liberty can be maintained in a state if there exists Laissez faire, i.e., the principle
of non interference by the king in the activities of the citizens. However, the king or the
government must maintain law and order in the absence of which anarchy may reign in the
state. There should be a happy balance between state interference and citizens rights. Only
then one can expect peace and liberty to be maintained in a state.
Question 4:
Suggest a few instances in the poem which highlight humour and irony.
Answer:
A model answer has been provided for students' reference.
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
The poet has used the tools of humour and irony in the poem. Humour refers to cognitive
experiences which provoke laughter in a person. Irony refers to the strange aspect of a
situation that is very different from what one expects. Some instances of humour and irony
in the poem are:
The decision of the king to hang the chief of the builders for constructing a low arch when
his crown struck against it evokes laughter among the readers. It is an example of humour.
The way the king got convinced that actually the labourers who constructed the arch were
responsible is also humourous. The king wanted to hang the labourers but the labourers
were able to defend themselves. This situation is humorous as it evokes laughter among the
readers and ironic as the readers find that the labourers are able to shift the responsibility
to the architect. Ironically, the architect is able to shift the responsibility to the king himself.
The selection of the wisest man who would give the verdict as to who was the real culprit
evokes laughter and is, therefore, humorous. The old man ultimately blamed the arch and
declared that the arch must be hanged. Ironically, one of the ministers pointed out that the
gathering wanted a man to be hanged. As the noose fitted the king's neck, so, he was
hanged.
The choice of a successor is humorous as an idiot is consulted in selecting the successor. The
idiot chose a melon who became the symbolic head of the state.

https://edufever.com/

15


15



  




 

+  /


/0 

   1   



   



+  0 
 



/0  $%%%&  1  
  /0 0 



> 0     2  34
' 51    6



)    ,%&*!
 ;  



.  5   <
 <  0  
9    / 





 

 7  9    /

   

)((*+


(,

(  ;   
0   

*3 ; 0 
  3




:::

 



, 3 ?00 :?

.
'; 00 
<   


'    
(  


%$,%A,BB8CCC4D=E8%A#B888
 @

 
F(



