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Chapter 1 - The Portrait of a Lady
Question 1:
Notice these expressions in the text. Infer their meaning from the context.








The thought was almost revolting
An expanse of pure white serenity
A turning-point
Accepted her seclusion with resignation
A veritable bedlam of Chirrupings
Frivolous rebukes
The sagging skins of the dilapidated drum

Answer:












The thought was almost revolting – The thought that the author’s grandmother was
once young and pretty raises a doubt in the mind of the author. He finds it too hard
to believe.
An expanse of pure white serenity – It refers to the calm, peaceful and serene
character and conduct of the author’s grandmother. She is compared to the peaceful
winter landscape in the mountains.
A turning-point – It refers to the point where the author’s relationship with his
grandmother changes drastically after they move to the city-house.
Accepted her seclusion with resignation – This shows the author’s grandmother’s
passive submission to her secluded life after she gradually loses touch with her
grandson.
A veritable bedlam of chirruping – It refers to the noise, confusion and chaos caused
by the chirruping of the sparrows that scattered and perched around the author’s
grandmother.
Frivolous rebukes – It refers to the casual and light-hearted rebukes of the
grandmother to the sparrows.
The Sagging Skins Of The Dilapidated Drum – It points to the shabby and
deteriorated condition of the drum.
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Question 2:
Mention the three phases of the author’s relationship with his grandmother before he left
the country to study abroad.
Answer:
The three phases of the author’s relationship with his grandmother before he left the
country to study abroad are given below.
The first phase was the period of the author’s early childhood. During this phase, he used to
live with his grandmother in the village. The grandmother used to take care of him from
waking him up and getting him ready to accompanying him to the school. Both shared a
good friendship with each other.
The second phase was the time when the author and the grandmother moved to the city to
live with author’s parents. This was a turning-point in their friendship because now they
‘saw less of each other’.
The third phase was the time the author joined University. He was given a room of his own
and the common link of their friendship was snapped. The grandmother turns to wheelspinning and reciting prayers all day long. She accepts her seclusion with silence.
Question 3:
Mention three reasons why the author’s grandmother was disturbed when he started
going to the city school.
Answer:
The author’s grandmother was unhappy after knowing that the things taught to him at
school were related to western science and learning. Secondly, she did not believe such
things that were taught at his new school. She was disturbed that there was no teaching
about God and scriptures. Thirdly, she was unhappy with the idea of music lessons being
given at school. She considered music suitable only for the people with low dignity. The
disapproval of the grandmother was visible in her silence.
Question 4:
Which language do you think the author and his grandmother used while talking to each
other?
Answer:
The author and his grandmother might have used their mother-tongue to converse with
each other. As the author, Khushwant Singh, belongs to Punjab, the language used by them
might be Punjabi.
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Question 5:
Which language do you use to talk to elderly relatives in your family?
Answer:
I speak in Hindi to talk to the elderly relatives in my family.
(A model answer has been provided for students' reference. It is strongly recommended
that students prepare the answer on their own.)
Question 6:
How would you say ‘a dilapidated drum’ in your language?
Answer:
(This question is to be answered on the basis of students' own understanding and
experience. It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.)
Question 7:
Notice the following uses of the word ‘tell’ in the text.
1. Her fingers were busy telling the beads of her rosary.
2. I would tell her English words and little things of Western science and learning.
3. At her age one could never tell.
4. She told us that her end was near.
Given below are four different senses of the word ‘tell’. Match the meanings to the uses
listed above.
1. Make something known to someone in spoken or written words
2. Count while reciting
3. Be sure
4. Give information to somebody
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Answer:
1. Make something known to someone in spoken or written words: I would tell her English
words and little things of western science and learning.
2. Count while reciting: Her fingers were busy telling the beads of her rosary.
3. Be sure: At her age, one could never tell.
4. Give information to somebody: She told us that her end was near.
Question 7:
Mention three ways in which the author’s grandmother spent her days after he grew up.
Answer:
The author’s grandmother “accepted her seclusion with resignation”. She spent her days of
loneliness by engaging herself in the wheel-spinning activity, reciting prayers and feeding
the sparrows.
Question 8:
Mention the odd way in which the author’s grandmother behaved just before she died.
Answer:
She had omitted to pray, she was not going to waste any more time talking to us. She lay
peacefully in bed praying and telling her beads. Even before we could suspect, her lips
stopped moving and the rosary fell from her lifeless fingers.
Question 9:
Mention the way in which the sparrows expressed their sorrow when the author’s
grandmother died.
Answer:
The day the author’s grandmother died, thousands of sparrows sat scattered around her
dead body. They sat there in utter silence mourning the death of the grandmother. They
took no notice of the bread crumbs thrown at them and flew away silently after the body
was carried for the final rites. Next morning, the bread crumbs were swept away into the
dustbin by the sweeper.
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Question 10:
The author’s grandmother was a religious person. What are the different ways in which
we come to know this?
Answer:
The author’s grandmother was a religious lady with a kind heart. She moved about in the
house “telling the beads of her rosary”. Her lips constantly moved in “inaudible prayer”. She
said her morning prayers in monotonous sing-song hoping that the author would learn it by
heart. Everyday, she went along with the author to his school and sat in the temple that was
attached to it, reading the holy books for hours. She believed in the teachings about God
and scriptures and did not like that her grandson was not taught about them in the city
school. Gradually, she turned to reciting prayers throughout the day. Before dying, she
stopped talking to her family members and turned to prayers, and counting the beads.
Question 11:
Describe the changing relationship between the author and his grandmother. Did their
feelings for each other change?
Answer:
The story describes the entire phase of relationship shared by the author and his
grandmother. In his early childhood, the author shared a strong bond with his grandmother.
However, that tie of friendship loosened a little when they both shifted to his parents’ city
house. She no longer accompanied him to the school and could not help him with his
lessons. There was a further crack in the relationship when the author joined university as
he was given a private room and the common link between them was snapped. They were
further distanced from each other when the author went abroad for five years.
In spite of changes in the course of the relationship (due to the demands of the situation),
their feelings for each other remained unchanged. Though she did not display her emotions,
when the author was leaving for abroad, she wholeheartedly celebrated his homecoming
when he returned.
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Question 12:
Would you agree that the author’s grandmother was a person strong in character? If yes,
give instances that show this.
Answer:
Yes, the author’s grandmother was a person strong in character. The instances to prove this
are given below.
The author’s grandmother was a person strong in character. She was a picture of
contentment.
She had her own thoughts about the learning at school. She considered the teaching of
scriptures to be more fruitful than science and music.
In her phase of loneliness and seclusion, she took to wheel-spinning and feeding sparrows.
She appeared composed and did not display any emotion when the author decided to go
abroad for studies.
Ignoring everyone who tried to stop her, she sang for several hours celebrating the homecoming of her grandson.
During the last few hours of her life, ignoring the protests of her family members, she
stopped talking to everyone and took to reciting prayers and telling her beads.
Question 13:
Have you known someone like the author’s grandmother? Do you feel the same sense of loss with
regard to someone whom you have loved and lost?
Answer:
Yes, I knew someone like the author’s grandmother. It was my own grandmother who passed away
recently. The intense sense of loss is very heart-wrenching as I spent almost fifteen years of my life
with her.
Or
No, I have never known someone the way the author knew his grandmother. Thus, I have never felt
the sense of grief presented in the story.
(A model answer has been provided for students' reference. It is strongly recommended that
students prepare the answer on their own.)
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Question 14:
Notice the different senses of the word ‘take’.
1. To take tosomething: to begin to do something as a habit
2. To take ill: to suddenly become ill
Locate these phrases in the text and notice the way they are used.ac
Answer:
The instances where these phrases have been used in the story are given below.
1. “... she took to feeding sparrows in the courtyard of our city house”.
This phrase refers to the daily activity that the author’s grandmother took up when they shifted to
the city.
2. “The next morning she was taken ill.”
This phrase refers to the author’s grandmother’s sudden illness.
Question 15:

The word ‘hobble’ means to walk with difficulty because the legs and feet are in bad
condition.
Tick the words in the box below that also refer to a manner of walking.
Haggle

Shuffle

Stride

Ride

Waddle

Wriggle

Paddle

Swagger

Trudge

Slog

Answer:
The words that also refer to a manner of walking are:
Shuffle
Stride
Waddle
Paddle
Swagger
Trudge
Slog
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Question 16:
Talk with your family members about elderly people who you have been intimately connected
with and who are not there with you now.
Write a short description of someone you liked a lot.
Answer:
(Students may develop the answer using the given guidelines.)
The relation and the loss of a close elderly relative can be discussed under the points listed below.
Your relation with the person
Time period spent with the person
Things you both did together
Things you got to learn from the person
Reasons for development of intimacy
Reason for you not being with him/her
The message left behind
Life without him/her
Ways to recollect old memories
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Chapter 2 - We're Not Afraid to Die...if We Can All Be Together
Question 1:
Notice these expressions in the text. Infer their meaning from the context.






Honing our seafaring skills
Ominous silence
Mayday calls
Pinpricks in the vast ocean
A tousled head

Answer:






Honing Our Seafaring Skills: this refers to the efforts made by the author and his
wife, to perfect or sharpen their seafaring skills.
Ominous Silence: the silence here refers to an impending danger.
Mayday calls: Mayday calls are radio-telephonic words which signal aircrafts or ships
stuck in a disastrous situation.
Pinpricks In The Vast Ocean: this phrase expresses the search for two small islands
in the vast ocean.
A Tousled Head: this refers to hair in disarray or the disarranged hair of the author’s
son, Jonathan

Question 2:
List the steps taken by the captain
(i) To protect the ship when rough weather began.
(ii) To check the flooding of the water in the ship.
Answer:
(i) When the rough weather began, the captain slowed down the boat by dropping the
storm jib. He lashed heavy mooring rope in a loop across the stern. They prepared
themselves for the worst case scenario by double lashing everything, going through life-raft
drill, attaching lifelines and donning life jackets and oilskins. Later, the narrator managed to
stretch canvas and secure waterproof hatch covers across the gaping holes.
(ii) To check the flooding of water in the ship, he put waterproof hatch covers across the
gaping holes which diverted the water to the side. When the hand pump got blocked, he
connected a spare electric pump to an out-pipe in order to drain out the water. After 36
hours of continuous pumping, they reached the last few centimetres of water.
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Question 3:
Describe the mental condition of the voyagers on 4 and 5 January.
Answer:
On January 4 and 5, the voyagers were completely tired after rigorous practice of
continuous pumping. It was on the January 4 that they ate their first meal in almost two
days. After a short respite, they continued to face bad weather conditions and by the
morning of January 5, the situation grew desperate.
The narrator tried to comfort the children. But it is worth noting that in spite of so many
difficulties, the children displayed immense fearlessness. Jonathan confessed that they are
not afraid to die as long as they all are together. Though this inspired the narrator to fight
the sea, by that evening he was sure that their end was fast approaching. It was only
because of the moral support of his children that he continued to make efforts.
Question 4:
Describe the shifts in the narration of the events as indicated in the three sections of the
text. Give a subtitle to each section.
Answer:
The first section: The first section opens on a cheerful note. The narrator and his family are
all set for their ultimate dream- to take up an around-the-world voyage like Captain James
Cook did. They have perfected their seafaring skills. They begin the voyage and despite of
the bad weather, they celebrate Christmas on the ‘Wavewalker’.
The second section: This part of narration covers the hazards faced by the voyagers. There
is a shift in the narration from cheerful to intense. They find themselves in an extremely
fatal and disastrous situation. A huge wave hits their boat and the narrator is thrown
overboard. Despite getting injured, he maintains his composure and applies every possible
way to tackle the critical situation. They manage to pump out maximum amount of water
out of the boat in about 36 hours. But as they continue to face bad weather conditions the
narrator loses hope. The children remain fearless, courageous and optimistic throughout.
The third section: The children provide moral support to the narrator and he continues with
his efforts. Under the captaincy of the narrator, they manage to reach Ile Amsterdam. The
narrator proves his seamanship and receives the title of “the best daddy” and “the best
captain” from his children.
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The above three sections can be titled as follows:
a) The first section: Round-the-world voyage begins
b) The second section: The attack of the big wave
c) The third section: Ultimate victory
Question 5:
What difference did you notice between the reaction of the adults and the children when
faced with danger?
Answer:
The adults exhibit immense courage. The narrator acts as the true captain of the ship and
works out every possible way to handle the sudden crisis. It’s mainly because of his
undeterred efforts that they survive. Mary supports her husband in the navigation of the
ship. Larry and Herb too work endlessly to pump out the water.
However, when things still do not seem to work out, the adults lose hope and wait for their
end with a heavy heart. At this point, they are motivated by the children. The children offer
moral support to the adults. They display maturity and tolerance. Jonathan expresses his
fearlessness and courage when he says that they are not afraid of dying if they all can be
together. Sue expresses her love and gratitude for her parents by making a greeting card.
She is strong enough to not let her parents know about her serious injuries. She did not
want to bother her parents in the times of crisis.
Question 6:
How does the story suggest that optimism helps to endure “the direst stress”?
Answer:
Optimism is a determination to overcome difficulties. It raises one’s spirits and helps one
overcome stress and difficulty with ease. The story displays courage and optimism
throughout. Survival happens only because of the optimistic struggle that the family carries
on with.
The level of perseverance in the author rises when Jonathan says, “we’re not afraid of dying
if we can all be together. Besides, the caricatures of him and Mary, drawn by Sue, helps his
determination and optimism to grow many folds. The positive outlook of the children
infuses positivity in the narrator. He rigorously calculates their position and finally asks Larry
to steer a course of 185 degrees. Though he had lost all hope by then, he did not show it
and optimistically told Larry that they would spot the island by about 5 P.M. Fortunately,
their struggle and optimism pays off and they manage to find Ile Amsterdam by evening.
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Question 7:
What lessons do we learn from such hazardous experiences when we are face-to-face
with death?
Answer:
Such experiences teach us the potential that courage, perseverance and tolerance hold. It
explains how one must react in the direst of the situations. It teaches us that one must
never lose hope and try to find reasons to stay positive in the face of adversity. In such
situations one must try his/her best to remain calm and composed and understand the
power of unity and team work. Moreover, the importance of common sense, putting
continuous efforts to overcome the catastrophe and the significance of being extra cautious
and careful are learnt from such hazardous experiences.
(A model answer has been provided for students' reference. It is strongly recommended
that students prepare the answer based on their own experience and understanding.)
Question 8:
Why do you think people undertake such adventurous expeditions in spite of the risk
involved?
Answer:
The spirit to experience unique elements of nature, undaunted passion and willingness to
accept challenges drive people to take up adventurous expeditions. The people who involve
themselves in such activities are very well aware of the risk involved in them. But due to
their passion and enthusiasm to do something unique and great, they willingly accept such
challenges. Also, their desire to be in the lap of nature and experience its beauty pushes
them to such expeditions.
Question 9:
We have come across words like `gale’ and `storm’ in the account. Here are two more
words for `storm’: typhoon, cyclone. How many words does your language have for
`storm’?
Answer:
In Hindi, ‘storm’ is known as ‘aandhi’, ‘toofan’, etc.
(A model answer has been provided for students' reference. It is strongly recommended
that students prepare the answer on their own in pertinence with the languages used by
them.)
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Question 10:
Here are the terms of different kinds of vessels: yacht, boat, canoe, ship, steamer, schooner.
Think of similar terms in your language.
Answer:
‘Naav’, ‘Nauka’, ‘Jahaaz’ and ‘Kishti’ are some of the various words used in Hindi for the
word ‘boat’.
(A model answer has been provided for students' reference. It is strongly recommended
that students prepare the answer on their own in pertinence with the languages used by
them.)
Question 11:
Here is some information downloaded from the Internet on Ile Amsterdam. You can view
images of the isle if you go online.
Location
Latitude and longitude
Sovereignty
Political status notes
Population
Census notes
Land area in square kilometres

South Indian Ocean, between southern most
parts of Australia and South Africa
37 92 S, 77 67 E
France
Part of French Southern and Antarctic Lands
35
Meteorological station staff
86

Answer:
(Students may view images of the isle if they search it online.)
Question 12:
‘Catamaran’ is a kind of a boat. Do you know which Indian language this word is derived
from? Check the dictionary.
Answer:
The word ‘Catamaran’ is derived from Tamil word ‘Kattumaram’.
Question 13:
Locate Ile Amsterdam on the world map.
Answer:
(The above question is to be attempted by the students on their own.)

https://edufever.com/

Chapter 2 - We're Not Afraid to Die...if We Can All Be Together
Question 14:
The following words used in the text as ship terminology are also commonly used in
another sense. In what contexts would you use the other meaning?
Knot stern boom hatch anchor

Answer:
Knot:
a) Interlacing, Twining, Looping, Etc.
b) A Group of Persons.
Stern: firm, strict, uncompromising, harsh, hard etc.
Boom:
a) Deep, Prolonged, Resonant Sound
b) To Progress or Flourish
c) To Hit Hard
Hatch:
a) To Bring Forth, Produce.
b) Derive, Concoct
c) To Draw, Cut, or Engrave Lines
Anchor:
a) A Person or Thing That Can Be Relied Upon For Support
b) Host of An Event.
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Question 15:
The following three compound words end in-ship. What does each of them mean?
Airship flagship lightship

Answer:
Airship: It is a self-propelled lighter-than-air aircraft with the means of controlling the
direction of the flight.
Flagship: It is a ship carrying the flag officer or the commander of a fleet, squadron. It
displays the officer’s flag.
Lightship: It refers to a ship anchored in a specific location flashing a very bright light for the
guidance of ships, as in avoiding dangerous areas.
Question 16:
The following are the meaning listed in the dictionary against the phrase `take on’. In
which meaning is it used in the third paragraph of the account:

Take on
sth:

to begin to have a particular quality or appearance; to assume sth

take sb
on:

to employ sb; to engage sb
to accept sb as one’s opponent in a game,contest or conflict

Take
sb/sth
on:

to decide to do sth; to allow sth/sb to enter e.g. a bus, plane or ship; to take
sth/sb on board

Answer:
In the third paragraph, in lines: “… we took on two crewman to help us tackle … roughest
seas…”, the word “took on” suggests to take somebody on i.e., to employ or engage
somebody.
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Question 17:
Have you heard any boatmen’s songs? What kind of emotions do these songs usually
express?
Answer:
(A model answer has been provided for students' reference. It is strongly recommended
that students prepare the answer on their own based on the information gathered by
them.)
Boatmen’s songs usually express love and nostalgia. It revolves around the longing to meet
a loved one. It may also express their love for the sea.
Question 18:
Given on the next page is a picture of a yacht. Label the parts of the yacht using the terms
given in the box

Bow cabin rudder cockpit
stern boom mainsail mast
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Answer:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)

Mast
Mainsail
Boom
Cockpit
Stern
Rudder
Cabin
Bow
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Chapter 3- Discovering Tut: the Saga Continues
Question 1:
Notice these expressions in the text. Infer their meaning from the context.








Forensic reconstruction
Scudded across
Casket grey
Resurrection
Funerary treasures
Circumvented
Computed tomography

Eerie detail
Answer:











Forensic reconstruction- It refers to the process of creating a face on the skull and
see how the owner of the skull looked like. Here, it refers to the construction of the
bust of King Tut based on the data received from CT scan.
Scudded across- It refers to moving quickly. The phrase is used with reference to the
movement of the ‘dark-bellied clouds’.
Casket grey- The words point out to the covering of the stars by the‘dark-bellied
clouds’, the way jewels are kept in a casket (a jewel box).
Resurrection- It refers to a new beginning for something which is old and long
forgotten. Here, it refers to the new life after death.
Funerary treasures- The valuable things with which the king was buried were no less
than treasures as most of the items were made of pure gold. They are, thus, referred
to as ‘funerary treasures’.
Circumvented- The thieves would easily bypass the guards with artfulness and rip
the mummy apart to remove the gold.
Computed tomography- Also known as CT scan, it provides X-ray image of a body in
cross section. It is used for diagnostic purposes.
Eerie detail- Uncanny description of the resulting image of the head of Tut visible
through the CT scan.
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Question 2 (i):
King Tut’s body has been subjected to repeated scrutiny.
Answer:
Since the time King Tut’s body was first discovered in 1922, it has been subjected to
repeated scrutiny. This is due to the fact that King Tut died at a very young age. He died as a
“boyish pharaoh” leaving behind numerous mysteries associated with his death.
Various investigations, from discovering his remains to excavating his body and studying it
under the CT scan, have been done just to find out the medical mysteries of his death.
Question 2 (ii):
Howard Carter’s investigation was resented.
Answer:
Howard Carter, a British archaeologist, was the first archaeologist to discover King Tut’s
tomb in the year 1922. His was a great discovery but during the investigation process, he
damaged the mummy to a great extent. As the body was found cemented to its gold coffin,
it was impossible to move it. Finally, to separate the mummy from its adornments, Carter
decided to remove its head and break nearly every major joint. Due to this his investigation
was resented.
Question 2 (iii):
Carter had to chisel away the solidified resins to raise the king’s remains.
Answer:
Due to the hardened resins, the King’s body was found cemented to the solid gold-bottom
of the coffin such that “no amount of legitimate force could move them”. The mummy had
to be separated as the thieves would escape the eyes of guards and rip the mummy apart to
steal away the gold. He even tried to loosen the resins by putting the mummy under the
blazing sun. However, every effort went in vain. The only way left for him was to “chisel” it
“beneath the limbs and trunk”. Thus, Carter decided to remove the mummy’s head and
break the major joints to separate it from its coffin.
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Question 2 (iv):
Tut’s body was buried along with gilded treasures.
Answer:
King Tut was buried in a coffin made of pure gold “lavished with glittering goods”. The gilded
treasures found included precious collars, inland necklaces and bracelets, rings, amulets, a
ceremonial apron, sandals, sheaths for his fingers and toes. In those times, the royals
believed in the idea of taking their wealth with them. Tut was adorned with all such riches
for his journey after life. It also gives the idea of the Egyptian belief in resurrection.
Question 2 (v):
The boy king changed his name from Tutankhaten to Tutankhamun.
Answer:
‘Tutankhamun’ means the ‘living image of Amun’. Amun was the major god in the ancient
Egyptian society whose temples and images were destroyed by a preceding ruler named
Akhenaten. He destroyed the ancient religious order of the Egyptians. Tut’s changing of his
name represents his efforts in the restoration of the old ways that were once destroyed.
Question 3 (i):
List the deeds that led Ray Johnson to describe Akhenaten as “wacky”.
Answer:
The deeds that led Ray Johnson to describe Akhenaten as “wacky” and comment that “it
must have been a horrific time” are listed below.
Amenhotep IV (later known by the name of Akhenaten) led to one of the aberrant periods in
the history of ancient Egypt.
He made many unpleasant changes in the social and political order of the country.
He promoted the worship of the Aten, the sun disk, and changed his name to Akhenaten or
‘the servant of the Aten’.
He moved the religious capital from the old city of Thebes to the new city of Akhetaten.
He destroyed the images and temples of Amun, a major god.
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Question 3 (ii):
What were the results of the CT scan?
Answer:
King Tut is one of the first mummies to undergo a CT scan. The CT scan came up with some
new clues about the life and death of King Tut. It provided precise data for an accurate
forensic reconstruction of King Tut. The CT scan displayed the mummy from head to toe
creating 1,700 digital X-ray images in cross section. It showed a grey head, neck vertebrae, a
hand, several images of rib cages and a transection of the skull.
Question 3 (iii):
List the advances in technology that have improved forensic analysis.
Answer:
Technology has been making a rapid development. The advancements in technology are
responsible for improvements in the field of forensic sciences. From the use of X-rays,
technology has advanced to the use of advanced Computed Tomography (commonly known
as CT scan). In a CT scan, hundreds of X-rays are created in cross-section, like slices. They
create a three-dimensional virtual body and with intricate structures. This change in forensic
analysis has helped in discovering the mysteries behind Egyptian mummies.
Question 3 (iv):
Explain the statement, “King Tut is one of the first mummies to be scanned — in death, as
in life ...”
Answer:
The above line indicates that King Tut’s body was the first to be scanned under a computer
tomography machine. Just like King Tut might have led his kingdom when alive, he led the
experience of being scanned among the mummies.
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Question 4:
Scientific intervention is necessary to unearth buried mysteries.
Answer:
(Such questions are to be done by the students on their own. However, pointers have
been provided for the students' help.)
For:
Science helps determine the facts related to the past even in the absence of any living
evidences.
It leads to good amount of knowledge about the past events without which things would go
in mere speculations.
It helps determine information about ancient cultures, tradition, and people.
The use of advanced scientific tools helps in extracting important facts related to past
events.
It helps in determining the time and place of the event.
It gives us important information about the unsolved mysteries.
Against:
There is no use of digging the past.
Present is valuable and we must live in the present.
Delving into the past is waste of time and energy.
It is the job of the historians and not scientists.
It is always better to invest one’s resources on the development of living rather than
investigating the dead.
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Question 5:
Advanced technology gives us conclusive evidence of past events.
Answer:
(Such questions are to be done by the students on their own. However, pointers have
been provided for the students' help.)
For:
With advanced technology such as CT scan, it is possible to solve medical mysteries related
to deaths.
It is possible to create a 3-D view of the various body parts.
It provides intricate details through forensics, radiology and anatomy.
It helps find new clues related to life and death.
It provides data for forensic reconstruction.
Technology such as satellite imaging helps find buried sites.
Date and time of an event can be confirmed through advanced technology.
Against:
No use of gathering facts about the past.
It’s important to focus on the present issues and events rather than investigating the past.
Even with the help of CT scan, no conclusive evidences could be constructed about Tut.
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Question 6:
Traditions, rituals and funerary practices must be respected.
Answer:
(Such questions are to be done by the students on their own. However, pointers have
been provided for the students' help.)
For:
Traditions, rituals and funerary practices are born out of the sentiments and feelings of a
community.
They provide identity to a community.
They maintain continuity of a culture.
They help in transferring the values of ancestors to the new generation.
They add to our knowledge the progress of human civilisation.
Against:
Traditions, customs and funerary practices may encourage superstition.
They may hamper the development of the society.
They affect unity.
They could lead to violence and friction between people belonging to different cultures.
Question 7:
Knowledge about the past is useful to complete our knowledge of the world we live in.
Answer:
(Such questions are to be done by the students on their own. However, pointers have
been provided for the students' help.)
For:
Past acts as a mirror to our mistakes and teaches us lessons.
Present is the outcome of past.
It helps us understand the progress of the events down the history.
It builds foundation for our present and future.
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Against:
One must live in the present.
Past is infinite and should be left as it is.
Past should not affect our present life.
Past should not be delved in and must be considered as a gone phase
Question 8:
What do you think are the reasons for the extinction of languages?
Answer:
Below are listed a few reasons for the extinction of languages.
Migration of people to other lands
Influence of the rulers
Evolution of language due to cultural fusion
Limitation of vocabulary
Absence of written script along with prevalence of oral tradition
Constant changes in the society
Globalisation, as it has led to the use of only dominant languages
Question 9:
Do you think it is important to preserve languages?
Answer:
Yes, it is important to preserve languages as they are responsible for the development of
culture of the community. It helps in preservation of one’s heritage and traditions. Language
preservation ensures contact with one’s history and literature.
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Question 10:
In what ways do you think we could help prevent the extinction of languages and dialects?
Answer:
Extinction of languages and dialects can be prevented through the following reasons.
Transferring the vocabulary and dialects of the language to the next generation
Teaching the languages in colleges and universities and encouraging students to specialise in
the same
Teaching children to use mother-tongue
Remaining connected to one’s cultural roots
Respecting one’s language which will help in taking it forward to the coming generations
Question 11 (i):
Ghostly dust devils
Answer:
Ghostly dust devils- it points out to the devilish or frightful movement of the dusty winds. It
reflects the anger of the winds for disturbing the king from his resting place.
Question 11 (ii):
Desert sky
Answer:
Desert sky- it refers to the dusty sky of the desert. The barren sky spread over the vast
desert region portrays a sad and dry picture.
Question 11 (iii):
Stunning artefacts
Answer:
Stunning artefacts- items found in the tomb were extremely beautiful. Usage of both the
words together explains the ‘eternal brilliance’ of the objects.
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Question 11 (iv):
Funerary treasures
Answer:
Funerary treasures- reference is to the fact that king was buried with numerous things
which were no less than treasures as most of the items were made of pure gold.
Question 11 (v):
Scientific detachment
Answer:
Scientific detachment- it refers to an indifference towards science.
Question 11 (vi):
Dark-Bellied Clouds
Answer:
Dark-Bellied Clouds- it refers to the dark clouds containing rain.
Question 11 (vii):
Casket Grey
Answer:
Casket Grey- the words point out to the stars being covered by the ‘dark-bellied clouds’, the
way jewels are kept in a casket (a jewel box).
Question 11 (viii):
Eternal Brilliance
Answer:
Eternal Brilliance- eternal refers to something that is timeless. Thus, eternal brilliance refers
to timeless lustre and shine of the jewels and valuables of the king.
Question 11 (ix):
Ritual Resins
Answer:
Ritual Resins- resins are used as a customary duty in the process of burying a body.
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Question 11 (x):
Virtual Body
Answer:
Virtual Body- a body created through electronic images or CT scan. It resembles a real body
and provides a very clear view.
Question 12:
Here are some commonly used medical terms. Find out their meanings.

CT scan
Autopsy
Post mortem

MRI
dialysis
angiography

tomography
ECG
biopsy

Answer:
CT scan- It refers to Computed Tomography. It provides X-ray image of a body in cross
section. It is used for diagnostic purposes.
MRI- MRI is the short form of magnetic resonance imaging. It is a diagnostic tool.
Tomography- It refers to taking pictures of various sections of a human body in a threedimensional view.
Autopsy- It refers to the post-mortem examination.
Dialysis- It is the process of filtration of bloodstream usually during kidney failure.
ECG- The electrocardiogram is a diagnostic tool that measures and records the electrical
activity of the heart in exquisite detail.
Post mortem- It refers to the medical examination and dissection of a dead body to
determine the cause of death
Angiography- Angiography is the examination of the blood vessels using x-rays and injecting
of a radiopaque substance.
Biopsy- The removal and examination of a sample of tissue from a living body for diagnostic
purposes is known as biopsy.
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Question 13:
The constellation Orion is associated with the legend of Osiris, the god of the afterlife.
Find out the astronomical descriptions and legends associated with the following.
(i) Ursa Major (saptarishi mandala)
(ii) Polaris (Dhruva tara)
(iii) Pegasus (winged horse)
(iv) Sirius (Dog star)
(v) Gemini (Mithuna)
Answer:
(i) Ursa Major (saptarishi mandala)- Ursa major is also known by the name of “Great Bear”.
In Hinduism, Ursa Major is known as ‘saptarishi’ or the ‘seven sages’.
(ii) Polaris (Dhruva tara)- It is the brightest star in the constellation Ursa Minor. It is the
current northern pole star.
(iii) Pegasus (winged horse)- It is the constellation in the northern sky. It is named after the
winged horse Pegasus in Greek mythology.
(iv) Sirius (Dog star)- Sirius is the brightest star in the night sky. It is called the “Dog Star”. It
is classically depicted as Orion’s dog.
(v) Gemini (Mithuna)- It is a zodiacal constellation in the northern hemisphere. In Greek
mythology it is associated with twins, Castor and Pollux.
Question 14:
Some of the leaves and flowers mentioned in the passage for adorning the dead are
willow, olive, celery, lotus, cornflower. Which of these are common in our country?
Answer:
Lotus is a common flower in India.
Question 15:
Name some leaves and flowers that are used as adornments in our country.
Answer:
Rose, Orchid, Lily, etc. are some flowers used as adornments in our country.
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Question 1:
Notice these expressions in the text. Infer their meaning from the context.






Anecdote
Delicate realism
Figurative painting
Illusionistic likeness
Conceptual space

Answer:
Anecdote: From the text, the meaning of anecdote can be inferred as a short account of a
particular incident or event, especially of an interesting or exciting nature.
Delicate Realism: It refers to the alluring quality of the art which makes it seem real. It is an
interest in or concern for the actual or real as opposed to abstract.
Illusionistic Likeness: It refers to an adjective of the technique of using pictorial methods in
order to deceive the eye. The reference is to an illusion created by the semblance of
something.
Figurative Painting: A figurative painting refers to the metaphoric representation of a piece
of art, through the eyes of the creator’s imagination.
Conceptual Space: It refers to relation with the abstract than the factual representation.
This is the incalculable dimension of the understanding of concepts.
Question 2:
Find out the correlates of Yin and Yang in other cultures.
Answer:
A model answer has been provided for students' reference. However, any other point of
view supported by an argument or an explanation would also solve the purpose.
It is strongly recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.
The opposition and combination of the universe’s two basic principles of Yin and Yang is a
large part of Taoist religion. Some of the common associations with Yang and Yin,
respectively are: male and female, light and dark, active and passive, motion and stillness.
The Yin and Yang symbol, in actuality, has very little to do with western dualism; instead, it
represents the philosophy of balance, where two opposites co-exist in harmony and are able
to transmute into each other.
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In philosophy of science, dualism refers to the dichotomy between the “subject” and the
“object”.
In Vedanta philosophy, Dvaita proposes dualism in consciousness and matter, recognising
the difference between Jiva (subordinate soul) and Ishvara (supreme God).
In Samakya philosophy, there is a clear distinction between self (spirit/consciousness) called
Purusha and Matter/Nature called Prakriti.
Question 3:
(i) Contrast the Chinese view of art with the European view, with examples.
(ii) Explain the concept of shanshui.
Answer: (i)
Chinese view of art

European view of art

1. Enhances the essence of inner life and
spirit.

i.

Illustrates a perfect, illusionistic
likeness in Europe.

2. This art wants you to enter the artist’s
mind to explore new dimensions on a
spiritual and conceptual space

ii. Figurative painting which chooses
to use a single viewpoint.

Answer: (ii)
Shanshui, meaning “mountain-water”, refers to a style of Chinese painting that involves
natural landscapes, the landscape which is an inner one, a spiritual and conceptual space. It
represents the two complementary poles (`yin’ and `young’) reflecting the Daoist view of
the universe.
Question 4:
“The Emperor may rule over the territory he has conquered, but only the artist knows the
way within.”
Answer:
This sentence explains the fact that even though an Emperor might rule an entire kingdom
and have power over his conquered territory, only an artist would be able to go beyond any
material appearance. He knows both the path and the method of the mysterious work of
the universe. True meaning of his work can be seen only by means known to him,
irrespective of how powerful an emperor is.
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Question 5:
The following common words are used in more than one sense.

panel

studio

brush

essence

material

Examine the following sets of sentences to find out what the words, ‘panel’ and ‘essence’
mean in different contexts.
1.
(i) The masks from Bawa village in Mali look like long panels of decorated wood.
(ii) Judge H. Hobart Grooms told the jury panel he had heard the reports.
(iii)The panel is laying the groundwork for an international treaty.
(iv)The glass panels of the window were broken.
(v) Through the many round tables, workshops and panel discussions, a consensus was
reached.
(vi)The sink in the hinged panel above the bunk drains into the head.
2.
(i) Their repetitive structure must have taught the people around the great composer
the essence of music.
(ii) Part of the answer is in the proposition; but the essence is in the meaning.
(iii)The implications of these schools of thought are of practical essence for the teacher.
(iv) They had added vanilla essence to the pudding.
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Answer:
Brush:
One is advised to brush twice a day.
She is busy brushing a violet shade on the painting.
A brush with death made me realise the worth of my life.
The brush of a squirrel is soft and warm.
In AC/DC motor, graphite brushes are used to connect the rotating coil with the external
circuits.
Studio:
The painter is busy working on his masterpiece in his studio.
The photographer’s studio was full of pictures of wildlife.
Sahil attends five lessons a week in a dance studio in his neighbourhood.
Contestants are supposed to reach the studio for shooting within half an hour.
He bought a studio apartment in the USA.
Material:
People attaining pleasure from material world can never comprehend spirituality
completely.
Raw materials for painting this studio are very expensive.
Their weekend trip to Leh never materialised.
The members of the board feet that she was senior manager material.
Satire was an important material in Shakespeare’s comedies.
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Question 6:
What is the language spoken in Flanders?
Answer:
The only official language in Flanders is Dutch.
Question 7:
(i) What do you understand by the terms `outsider art’ and `art brut’ or `raw art’?
(ii) Who was the “untutored genius who created a paradise” and what is the nature of his
contribution to art?
Answer:
(i) The term `outsider art’ was coined by art critic Roger Cardinal in 1972 as an English
synonym for `art brut’ or `raw art’, a label created by French artist Jean Dubuffet. It refers to
art created outside the boundaries of culture. It is an art by the untutored geniuses who
have received no formal training and have no right to be called artists. These artists are
never institutionalised because of their unconventional ideas. They illustrate elaborate
fantasy worlds.
(ii) The “untutored genius” who created “paradise” was Nek Chand, an 80- year old creatordirector who made the world famous rock garden at Chandigarh. His was an ‘outsider art’ in
which he sculpted with stone and recycled materials. He used anything and everything from
a tin to a sink to a broken down car to form an artistic piece. One of his famous creations
are ‘Women by the Waterfall’.
Question 8:
“The landscape is an inner one, a spiritual and conceptual space.”
Answer:
This phrase explains The Chinese art from where a Chinese painter wants you to enter his
mind rather than borrow his eyes. This is a physical as well as a mental participation. It is a
landscape created by the artist to travel up and down, and back again, through the viewer’s
eyes. The landscape is not `real’ and can be reached from any point.
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Question 9:
Find out about as many Indian schools of panting as you can. Write a short note on the
distinctive features of each school.
Answer:
Various Indian schools of painting are listed below.
Bengal school of art;
Patna Qalaam (or, Patna school of painting);
Madhubani paintings
Mysore painting
Patta chitra
Rajput painting
Rajasthani painting; etc
Distinctive features of different schools of painting are given below.
Madhubani painting: It is a style of Indian painting, practiced in the Mithila region of Bihar
state. They have two-dimensional imagery and the colours used are derived from plants.
Rajasthani paintings: As Hindu-rulers of Rajputana maintained close political and social links
to the Mughal court, one can observe strong Mughal influence paintings here. Influenced by
the surroundings, miniature paintings have their own unique style; hills and valleys, court
assemblies and hunting expeditions, religious festivals, processions and scenes from the life
of Lord Krishna–a widely devoted Hindu God in India.
Pattachitra paintings: “Patta” literally means “cloth” and “Chitra” means “picture” in
Sanskrit. The pattachitra painting tradition is closely linked with the worship of Lord
Jagannath. Stories from the Ramayana, Mahabharata and of Radha and Krishna are the
other main themes.
Mysore paintings: It is an important form of classical South Indian painting that originated
in the town of Mysore in Karnataka. The themes for most of these paintings are Hindu gods
and goddesses and scenes from Hindu mythology.
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Question 10:
Combine the following sets of ideas to show the contrast between them.
(i) European art tries to achieve a perfect, illusionistic likeness.
(ii)Asian art tries to capture the essence of inner life and spirit.
Answer:
While European art tries to achieve a perfect, illusionistic likeness, Asian art, on the other
hand, tries to capture the essence of inner life and spirit.
Question 11:
Find out about experiments in recycling that help in environmental conservation.
Answer:
Experiments in recycling that help in environmental conservation are given below.






The uranium left over from processing it into nuclear weapons and fuel for nuclear
reactors is called depleted uranium and it is used by all branches of the U.S. military
use for armor-piercing shells and shielding
Paper bags, chocolate boxes, gift boxes and corporate gifting are recycled handmade
paper products
Building on its reputation for sustainable, high performance fabric solutions, Glen
Raven custom fabrics has introduced
Heritage–a Sunbrella furniture fabric featuring 50 percent recycled content

Question 12:
Combine the following sets of ideas to show the contrast between them.
(i)The Emperor commissions a painting and appreciates its outer appearance.
(ii)The artist reveals to him the true meaning of his work.
Answer:
Even though the Emperor commissions a painting and appreciates its outer appearance, it is
the artist who reveals to him the true meaning of his work.
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Question 13:
Combine the following sets of ideas to show the contrast between them.
(i) The Emperor may rule over the territory he has conquered.
(ii) The artist knows the way within.
Answer:
Despite the Emperor ruling over the territory he has conquered, the artist knows the way
within.

https://edufever.com/

Chapter 5 - The Ailing Planet: the Green Movement's Role
Question 1:
Notice these expressions in the text. Infer their meaning from the context.









A holistic and ecological view
Inter alia
Sustainable development
Decimated
Languish
Catastrophic depletion
Ignominious darkness
Transcending concern

Answer:
A holistic and ecological view – It refers to the view that calls for the preservation of the
planet. The holistic and ecological view refers to understanding the importance of earth’s
resources and environment for the future generations.
Sustainable Development – A balanced development that meets the needs of the present
while taking care of the needs of the future generations.
Languish – lot of species are neglected or go unnoticed
Ignominious Darkness – disgraced or dishonoured as nobody has knowledge about them or
is enlightened about them
Inter Alia – among other things
Decimated – to reduce drastically in number
Catastrophic Depletion – a disastrous and harmful reduction in the number of something
Transcending Concern – a concern that surpasses generation, boundaries. It is not only
about the present but also about future; not only about people but also about the planet.
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Question 2:
Locate the lines in text that support the title. 'The Ailing Planet'.
Answer:
The lines that support the title of the chapter are given below.
“The earth’s vital signs reveal a patient in declining health.”
“Are we to leave our successors a scorched planet of advancing deserts, impoverished
landscapes and ailing environment?”
“…the environment has deteriorated so badly that it is ‘critical’ in many of the eighty-eight
countries investigated”.
Question 3:
What does the notice 'The world's most dangerous animal' at a cage in the zoo at Lusaka,
Zambia, signify?
Answer:
In the zoo at Lusaka, there is a cage with a notice that reads ‘The world’s most dangerous
animal’. However, inside the cage there is no animal but a mirror which shows the
visitor's/person's reflection.
The notice signifies that man is the most dangerous being on this planet. He is not only
responsible for the deteriorating condition of the planet and depletion of resources but also
poses a danger for other living-species. A human being is far more destructive and
threatening to the ecology of the Earth than any other being. Thus, the cage in zoo in
Lusaka, Zambia, only tries to open our eyes to the aforementioned fact.
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Question 4:
How are the earth's principal biological systems being depleted?
Answer:
According to Mr. Lester R. Brown, there are four principal biological systems of the earth.
These systems are fisheries, forests, grasslands and croplands. However, due to the
increasing demand of human beings to such an ‘unsustainable’ extent, the productivity of
these systems is being hampered. The excessive demand results in deterioration and
depletion of these resources. A country where protein is consumed on a large scale, overfishing is common, which leads to the collapse of fisheries in that area. Grasslands have
been turned into deserts and production of crops is decreasing. The forests are destroyed in
large proportions to obtain firewood. Depletion of tropical forests has also led to the
extinction of several species.
Question 5:
Why does the author aver that the growth of world population is one of the strongest
factors distorting the future of human society?
Answer:
Over-population is one of the strongest factors responsible for a nation’s poverty and
unemployment. It disturbs the earth’s principal biological systems leading to degradation of
environment.
The author highlights the problem of over-population by pointing out the mental set-up of
the poor who feel more children means more workers to earn money. They do not realise
that more children only means more unemployed people. He argues that development is
the best contraceptive, which includes spread of education, improvement of health and rise
in income.
Spread of education leads to awareness among people, which in turn results in a fall in the
‘fertility’ rate. The author makes a comment which emphasises the never ending circle of
population and poverty by asserting that “The choice is really between control of population
and the perpetuation of poverty.”
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Question 6:
Laws are never respected not enforced in India.
Answer:
India, the biggest democracy in the world, is condemned for its easy attitude towards laws.
Laws are constituted but never respected nor enforced in our country. For instance, the
Indian Constitution mentions that casteism, untouchability and bonded labour shall be
abolished; however, these evils flourish barefacedly even today.
The author points out that Article 48A of the Indian Constitution, propounds that “the State
shall endeavour to protect and improve the environment and to safeguard the forests and
wildlife of the country”. However, little is done in favour of this. What we see is a near
“catastrophic depletion” of forests over the last four decades. Forests are disappearing over
the decades at the rate of 3.7 million acres a year. Areas that are officially designated as
forest land, in reality, are treeless. The actual loss of forests is eight times the rate pointed
by the government statistics.
Question 7:
“Are we to leave our successors a scorched planet of advancing deserts, impoverished
landscapes and an ailing environment?”
Answer:
As we learn in the text, the first Brandt Report raised the above mentioned question about
the deteriorating condition of the planet. Earth is like a “patient in declining health”. The
depletion of forests, grasslands, fisheries and croplands are the result of excessive demand
for resources. Over-population has led to a severe strain on the health of our planet.
We must realise soon that in this “Era of Responsibility” it is solely our duty to preserve our
planet. We must realise that the earth belongs as much to the future generation as much to
us. Rather making it our property, we should do our best to preserve it for the generations
we have “borrowed it from”.
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Question 8:
“We have not inherited this earth from our forefathers; we have borrowed it from our
children”.
Answer:
Over the decades, a change has come in the perception of the people in respect to the
planet. The human perception has shifted to a “holistic and ecological view of the world”.
Earth is a living organism that has limited resources. These resources will not last forever.
The earth has its metabolic needs that require to be preserved. The need of the hour is
“sustainable development” which propounds the need of meeting the needs of the present
generation without compromising with those of future generations.
The present problems are not necessarily fatal for us but they are a ‘passport for future’.
This is the “Era of Responsibility” that calls for a responsible action from us. We must realise
that the earth belongs as much to the future generation as much it belongs to us.
Question 9:
The problems of over population that directly affect our everyday life.
Answer:
Every four days, the world population shows an increase of one million. With this everincreasing population, development seems a far-fetched dream.
Over-population leads to the issues of poverty and unemployment. The vicious circle of
population and poverty will continue unless the root cause i.e. population is taken care of. It
hampers the development of a country. It leads to the consumption of the natural resources
at a much faster rate. The fossils consumed, the resources depleted, the forests cleared, the
heat produced, the global warming caused are all the repercussions of the fast-growing
population.
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Question 10:
The phrase 'inter alia' meaning 'among other things' is one of the many Latin expression
commonly used in English.
Find out what these Latin phrases mean.
1.Prima face
2. Ad hoc
3. In camera
4. Ad Infinitum
5. Mutatis Multanis
6. Tabula Rasa
Answer:
prima facie means ‘at first sight, before closer inspection’
ad hoc means ‘for the specific purpose, case, or situation at hand and for no other’
in camera means ‘in secret, in private’
ad infinitum means ‘to infinity, having no end’
mutatis mutandis means ‘changing [only] those things which needs to be changed’, [only]
the
necessary changes having been made
Caveat means ‘a warning or caution’
tabula rasa means ‘blank slate’, ‘without any prior experience or knowledge’
Question 11:
Locate the following words in the text and study their connotation.
1. gripped the imagination of
2. dawned upon
3. ushered in
4. passed into current coin
5. passport of the future
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Answer:
1. Gripped the imagination of: received much attention
2. Dawned upon: realised it for the first time
3. Ushered in: began the new idea
4. Passed into current coin: have been brought into use
5. Passport of the future: a thing that makes something possible or enables one to achieve
it
Question 12:
The words ‘grip’, ‘dawn’. ‘usher’, ‘coin’, ‘passport’ have a literal as well as a figurative
meaning. Write pairs of sentences using each word in the literal as well as figurative sense
Answer:
1) Grip:
a) She was excellent during the rock-climbing session. She has a good grip.
b) The movement of 'India Against corruption' has gripped the minds of Indians.
2) Dawn:
a) The day dawned with a clear sky.
b) Suddenly, the idea dawned on him.
3) Usher:
a) The waiter ushered them to their seats.
b) The Green Movement ushered in a new era of awareness.
4) Coin:
a) I have ten coins of Rs. 5.
b) The term was coined by a famous philosopher.
5) Passport:
a) He has just got his passport made to visit his uncle in the USA.
b) Education is the passport to a bright future.
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Question 13:
Make posters to highlight the importance of the Green Movement.
Answer:






The following points should be kept in mind while making a poster
A poster should catch the attention of the public.
Striking designs and ornate work plays an important role.
Catchy and innovative slogans can be used.
Use inviting lines and phrases to invite public participation.

(Directions/pointers have been provided for students’ benefit. It is strongly recommended
that students prepare the answer on their own.)
Question 14:
Maintain a record of the trees cut down and the parks demolished in your area, or any
other act that violates the environment. Write to newspapers reporting on any such acts
that disturb you.
Answer:






A report must include the following points:
Writer’s name
Date, time and place of the event.
A brief description of the event/act
Significance/effect/consequences of the event

(Directions/pointers have been provided for students’ benefit. It is strongly recommended
that students collect the data and then prepare the answer based on the data, on their
own.)
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Question 1:
Notice these expressions in the text. Infer their meaning from the context.









Remove
Slackers
Muck
Kept in
Got carried away
Cut
Sadist
Shrivelled up

Answer:
Emove: a division in a school
Slackers: unmotivated and lazy students
Muck: useless, of no practical good
Kept in: grounded, detained, work after the official school hours
Got carried away: to get very excited or lose control of your feelings due to strong
emotions.
Cut: escape, go away without permission.
Sadist: a person who gets pleasure out of inflicting pain to others
Shrivelled up: having no feelings
Question 2:
Comment on the attitude shown by Taplow towards Crocker-Harris.a
Answer:
Taplow has a strange attitude towards Crocker Harris. Although he does not appreciate the
teacher much, he tells Frank, “The funny thing is that in spite of everything, I do rather like
him. I can’t help it.”
On one hand, Taplow feels that Crocker is a master who cannot appreciate the extra work
done by the students. Taplow says that Crocker is “hardly human”. He asserts that Crocker is
no “sadist” as he has no feelings at all. He is “like a nut”. Taplow believes that Crocker seems
to hate people who like him. He is a teacher who a student can never disobey. And
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therefore, Taplow feels scared to escape meeting him and waits for him even when Crocker
is late.
However, Taplow still likes Crocker. He laughs at his poor jokes to make a common gesture
of politeness. He is respectful towards Crocker and dares not cut the extra work even after
Millie Crocker-Harris suggests him to do that. He only moves out when she hands him a task
related to Crocker himself.
Question 3:
Does Frank seem to encourage Taplow's comments on Crocker-Harris?
Answer:
Frank does not encourage Taplow’s comments on Mr. Crocker-Harris. It is possible that he
just wanted to have an insight of what students think of his colleague. We cannot neglect
the fact that Frank was a teacher himself. However, he was much understanding towards his
students and thus, students opened up to him quiet easily. Frank is young and shows a
better understanding of the behaviour and psychology of a student and so is humble
towards them.
However, it is quite clear that Frank is a teacher who does not appreciate sarcasms on a
fellow teacher. Therefore, he points out to Taplow that he got too far in mocking his
teacher. Besides, when Taplow casually calls Mr. Crocker-Harris as Crock, Frank corrects
him.
Question 4:
What do you gather about Crocker-Harris from the play?
Answer:
Crocker-Harris is a teacher who would not compromise on the rules and regulations to
suffice the sentiments of students. He is strict with students when it comes to studies and so
calls Taplow for extra work even on the last day of the school.
He is a teacher that a student could never disobey. It seems that the students respect him
out of fear. He does not showcase his feeling in front of his students. He is “shrivelled up
inside like a nut and seems to hate people to like him”. He is different from young teachers
and is grounded to his ideals. This is evident in his reply to Taplow, “My dear Taplow, I have
given you what you deserve. No less; and certainly no more.” His jokes are classical and elite
but poor for students as not a single student is able to comprehend them. Other teachers
like Frank envied him for the effect he had on the students as all seemed too scared of him.
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Question 5:
Talking about teachers among friends.
Answer:
To answer this question, you may talk about the following points.







The relation that a student shares with a teacher.
The manner in which the students talk about teachers.
Expectations of a student from a teacher and vice versa.
The issues that students discuss about the teachers.
The qualities that make a teacher popular and likeable among students?
Is all that students talk about teachers, morally correct, such as the use of personal
remarks?

Question 6:
The manner you adopt when you talk about a teacher to other teachers.
Answer:
To answer this question, you may talk about the following points.






Is it so that a student might be friendlier with one teacher than another one?
What are the qualities that make teachers a friend of a student?
Are students afraid of talking about a teacher to another teacher, knowing that they
are colleagues?
Do students take the problems they face with one teacher to another teacher in the
hope for a solution?
Does a student try to be respectful towards his/her teacher while talking about him
to another teacher?
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Question 7:
Reading plays is more interesting than studying science.
Answer:
Reading plays has always been more fascinating than studying facts. It is the imaginative and
far-fetched insight into things that grips one’s interest in reading plays. It develops a critical
bent of mind which is helpful in our daily life and its problems. Science is all about the
existing facts and learning of those facts. While reading plays, one gets to learn about
human nature and its vices and virtues.
Whereas science is about observing the facts that are already set, plays are about observing
what one wrote and rebuilding one’s own understanding of it. There is no compulsion of
accepting it as a truth laid by someone. Therefore, nothing matches being imaginative and
thoughtful.
(A sample answer has been provided for your reference. It is strongly recommended that
you prepare the answer based on your own understanding.)
Question 8:
A sadist is a person who gets pleasure out of giving pain to others.
Given below are some dictionary definitions of certain kinds of persons.
Find out the words that fit these descriptions.
1. A person who considers it very important that things should be correct or genuine e.g.
in the use of language or in the arts: P...
2. A person who believes that war and violence are wrong and will not fight in a war: P...
3.A person who believes that nothing really exists: N...
4. A person who is always hopeful and expects the best in all things: O...
5. A person who follows generally accepted norms of behaviour: C...
6. A person who believes that material possessions are all that matter in life: M...
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Answer:
1. Perfectionist
2. Pacifist
3. Nihilist
4. Optimist
5. Conventionalist
6. Materialist
Question 9:
Based on the text enact your own version of the play. Work in pairs.
Answer:
Directions:









Divide yourself in groups of three students each.
Read the play.
Understand the plot and theme of the play.
Analyse the characters in the play.
Decide who would play whose role.
Understand and learn your dialogues.
Rehearse your dialogues.
Enact the play.

(Directions have been provided for students’ benefit. It is strongly recommended that
students prepare the answer on their own.)
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Question 1:
Notice these expressions in the text. Infer their meaning from the context









Blow-by-blow account
Morale booster
Relegated to
Political acumen
De facto
Astute
Doctored accounts
Gave vent to

Answer:
Blow-by-blow account: detailed account. In the text “The Adventure” this expression occurs
in the context of Gangadharpant trying to understand the outcome of the Battle of Panipat
by reading a book on the topic.
Morale booster: anything that serves to increase morale or confidence. The expression
occurs in the text 'Adventure' where it is told that the Marathas emerged victorious in the
Battle of Panipat which increased their morale or confidence in establishing their supremacy
all over the country.
Relegated to: assigned to a lower rank or position. In the text it is said how Dadasaheb, a
maratha Chieftain was assigned to a lower rank after the Battle of Panipat.
Political acumen: political shrewedness with keen insight. In the text 'The Adventure' the
expression is used to convey how Madhavrao and Vishwasrao because of their shrewedness
could expand their influence all over India.
De facto: existing in fact whether with lawful authority or not. In the text 'Adventure' the
Peshwas are regarded as de facto rulers as they kept the Mughal regime alive in Delhi.
Astute: marked by practical hardheaded intelligence. In the text “The Adventure” this word
is used to convey that the Peshwas were very intelligent to recognise the importance of
technological age dawning in Europe.
Doctored accounts: manipulation of accounts. This expression conveys that the Bakhars
were not providing historical facts but manipulated account of history.
Give vent to: to express one's feelings and ideas. Professor Gaitonde expressed his ideas in
the public lecture on the Battle of Panipat.
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Question 2:
Tick the statements that are true.
1. The story is an account of real events.
2. The story hinges on a particular historical event.
3. Rajendra Desphande was a historical event.
4. The places mentioned in the story are all imaginary.
5. The story tries to relate history to Science.
Answer:
1. The story is an account of real events. (True)
2. The story hinges on a particular historical event. (True)
3. Rajendra Deshpande was a historian. (True)
4. The places mentioned in the story are all imaginary. (False)
5. The Story tries to relate history to Science. (True)
Question 3 (i):
“You neither travelled to the past nor the future. You were in the present experiencing a
different world.”
Answer:
The statement is from the text The Adventure written by Jayant Vishnu Narlikar. These
words were said by Rajendra to Professor Gaitonde in the context of his entering into a
different state of consciousness, which revealed a different version of the outcome of the
Battle of Panipat. According to this version as revealed to Prof. Gaitonde, the Marathas
emerged victorious in the battle, which is contrary to the facts as presented in the History
books. The statement reveals that one can experience an altogether different world without
travelling to the past or the future. Prof. Gaitonde was witnessing a different set of events
remaining in the present. It was not a matter of fantasy or imagination on the part of Prof.
Gaitonde but a different reality as revealed to him. Such alternative realities occur due to
bifurcation leading to different course of events simultaneously. In the present context, the
bifurcation took place in the Battle of Panipat so that in one course of event the Marathas
emerged victorious and in another they lost the battle. The History books mention that the
Marathas lost the battle of Panipat, which is also true and the other version as revealed to
Prof. Gaitonde is also true.
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Question 3 (ii):
“You have passed through a fantastic experience: or more correctly, a catastrophic
experience.”
Answer:
This statement was made by Rajendra to Prof. Gaitonde in the text The Adventure by Jayant
Vishnu Narlikar. Rajendra made this statement in the context of Prof. Gaitonde experiencing
a different version of the outcome of the Battle of Panipat. Prof Gaitonde was a historian
and he was invited in a seminar to speak on the Battle of Panipat. He was to make a point
that if in the battle of Panipat the Marathas emerged victorious then what would have
happened. Interestingly, Prof. Gaitonde happened to experience the very hypothesis as
reality. He entered a different level of consciousness and was witnessing events like the
Battle of Panipat in an altogether different version. In the History books, the Marathas are
mentioned as being loser in the battle but in his experience the Marathas emerged
victorious. Prof. Gaitonde was unable to understand this phenomenon. It is in this context,
Rajendra tried to offer a scientific explanation to rationalise Prof. Gaitonde's experience. He
meant to say that what Prof. Gaitonde experienced was not imaginative or fantastic but was
also real. He tried to explain this in the light of the catastrophic theory. According to this
theory, there can be many alternative realities simultaneously existing. An observer sees
only one of the alternatives. By applying this theory, Rajendra tried to explain the outcome
of the Battle of Panipat as revealed to Prof. Gaitonde. The catastrophic theory has been
developed by observing the outcome of experiments on small systems like atom and their
constituent particles. The behaviour of these systems cannot be predicted definitely even if
all the physical laws governing those systems are known.
Question 3 (iii):
Gangadharpant could not help comparing the country he knew with what he was
witnessing around him.
Answer:
The given statement is in the text The Adventure by Jayant Vishnu Narlikar. The statement is
in the context of Gangadharpant experiencing a different historical view of India after the
Battle of Panipat. According to this perspective of Indian history, the Marathas emerged
victorious in the said battle and extended influence over the entire country till the end of
the twentieth century. They were gradually replaced by democratically elected bodies. The
country Gangadharpant was witnessing around him had always been strong and self
respecting. He could not help comparing it with the country that he knew. The two versions
of historical reality of India indeed was perplexing to him and he started comparing the two
in order to understand the phenomenon. This was later explained by Rajendra in the light of
catastrophic theory, according to which, there could be alternative realities existing side by
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side out of which any one of the alternatives is revealed to an observer. This is what
happened with Gangadharpant in that he was witnessing an altogether different version of
Indian history. This induced him to compare the two versions of India as mentioned in the
History text books and another revealed to him.
Question 3 (iv)
“The lack of determinism in quantum theory!”
Answer:
The statement occurs in the text Adventure by jayant Vishnu Narlikar. This statement is
made by Prof. Gaitonde in response to the explanation of Catastrophic theory as explained
by Rajendra. Rajendra was trying to rationalise the experiences of Prof. Gaitonde in which
he witnessed an altogether new version of Indian History. According to the revelations
made to Gaitonde, the Marathas emerged as victorious in the Battle of Panipat and
extended influence over the entire country making India self reliant in all respect. The
Maratha Peshwas were gradually replaced by democratically elected bodies. Rajendra tried
to explain this varied version by applying the catastrophic theory. The catastrophic theory
postulates that there can be many alternative realities existing simultaneously. This theory
has been developed on the basis of experiments on small systems like atom and their
constituent particles. The physicists have observed that the behaviour of these systems
cannot be predicted definitevely even if all the physical laws governing those systems are
known. That means there is lack of determinism. This theory has been developed in
Quantum physics and wonderfully explains phenomenon like that experienced by Prof.
Gaitonde was convinced by the explanation offered by Rajendra which could resolve the
perplexities as presented before him in the face of two different versions of Indian history.
Question 3 (v) :
“You need some interaction to cause a transition.”
Answer:
The statement is made by Rajendra in the text The Adventure by Jayant Vishnu Narlikar.
Rajendra offered a scientific explanation in the light of catastrophic theory to rationalise the
fantastic experience undergone by Prof. Gaitonde regarding the course of India's history
after the Battle of Panipat. As per the History text books, the Marathas lost the Battle of
Panipat after which India gradually fell to the foreign forces. Contrary to this fact, Prof.
Gaitonde witnessed that the Marathas emerged victorious in the Battle of Panipat and
extended influence all over the country. These two versions of history seemed perplexing to
Prof. Gaitonde. Rajendra's explanation convinced Prof. Gaitonde but he was unable to
understand how his consciousness level changed so that he could experience a catastrophic
event in history. In this context, Rajendra tried to explain that when Prof. Gaitonde was hit
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by a truck he was at that time thinking about the Battle of Panipat. The neurons in his brain
acted as trigger to change his consciouness level leading to his experience of another
version of the course of history after the Battle of Panipat.
Question 4 (i):
A single event may change the course of the history of a nation.
Answer:

In favour of the motion

Against the motion

A single event may change the course of the
history of a nation. The battle of Panipat for
example is said to be the turning point in
the history of India. In the Battle of Panipat,
the Marathas gave in to the forces of
Ahmed Shah Abdali. After this event the
history of India took another turn.
Gradually, the country was was overtaken
by the foreign forces. In the story The
Adventure it is mentioned how in the
beginning Prof. Gaitonde was preparing a
speech on what course the history would
have taken if the Marathas had won the
Battle of Panipat. This shows the
importance of a single event in the history
of a nation.

The motion that A single event may change
the course of the history of a nation is a
matter of perspective only. It is a relative
truth. If we apply the catastrophic theory in
understanding history then we will find that
there may be alternative outcomes of a
single event so that we cannot proclaim that
any one course of event is the reality. Since
there may be alternative courses of history
so debating on a single course is not fruitful.
In the story the Adventure due to
catastrophic phenomenon the Battle of
Panipat is revealed in a different version to
Prof Gaitonde. According to this version, the
Marathas emerged victorious in the Battle of
Panipat. After the event the Marathas
extended influence over the entire country.
India never fell to the alien forces. So, to
argue that a single course of event may
change the course of history is not tenable.
There may be alternative effects following an
event.
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Question 4 (ii):
Reality is what is directly experienced through the senses.
Answer:
In favour of the motion

Against the motion

Our senses , that is the senses of touch,
sight, taste and hearing and smell provide
us facts about the world we live in.
Knowledge from experience come through
these senses. The reality is what we directly
experience through these senses. No other
reality exists which is not revealed to the
senses.

Reality is not what is directly revealed to the
senses. We cannot experience so many
entities like atoms and molecules but these
are real. We cannot even predict the
behaviour of these entities accurately. This
point is mooted by Rajendra in the story
Adventure when he points to the discoveries
made by the physicists regarding the
behaviour of the atoms. We can predict the
position of a bullet fired in a particular
direction from a gun but we cannot predict
the position of a an electron fired from a
source. This proves that reality is not what is
directly revealed to the senses, there can be
alternative realities existing side by side.

Question 4 (iii):
The methods of inquiry of history,science and philosophy are similar.
Answer:
In favour of the motion

Against the motion

The methods of inquiry of History, Science
and Philosophy are similar. In the story The
Adventure

It is a misnomer that the methods of inquiry
of History,Science and Philosophy are
similar.

one can find the perspectives of History,
Philosophy and Science converging towards
a focal point.

The similarity is at superficial level and not at
the core. In the story The Adventure
Rajendra tried to

History employs the methods of
observation, analysis and rationalism in
understanding the course of past events.
Science is based on observation,
experimentation and analysis. Rationalism
is the most fundamental principle that
Science follows. Philosophy is thoroughly
critical in methodology.

rationalise the experience of Prof Gaitonde
by applying the Catastrophic theory. But this
explanation
is not convincing though it convinced the
professor. Catastrophic theory can best
explain phenomenon of the physical world
but History deals with behavioural world. It
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Philosophy examines everything including
the assumptions and methodology of
Science and other disciplines like History. In
the story The Adventure History, Science
and Philosophy converge. Prof. Gaitonde
experienced an altogether different version
of the out come of the Battle of Panipat.
Contrary to the version as provided in
History text books,the Marathas emerged
as victorious in this battle. Prof. Gaitonde
tried to understand this rationally but he
failed to get any clue. In this context,
Rajendra intervened to explain this
phenomenon in the light of the
Catastrophic theory which is being
employed by Physicists in understanding
the behaviour of atoms. Here we find
Science and History converging. The similar
perspective is seen in Philosophy that truth
is relative and not absolute. In fact, the
philosophical movement of post
Modernism is based on this.

is concerned with the behaviour of society
and individuals. The methods of inquiry will
also vary accordingly.
The method of inquiry of Philosophy is
speculative. Philosophy even questions
rationalism. Philosophy is highly critical of
the methods of Science and History. In other
words, the methods of History, Science and
Philosophy are not similar. The story The
Adventure by Jayant Vishnu Narlikar is, in
fact, a science fiction which is trying to show
the convergence of Science History and
Philosophy. In reality the three disciplines,
namely, Science, History and Philosophy
have to employ different methodology of
inquiry vis-a-vis the subject matter.

In other words, the methods of inquiry of
History, Science and Philosophy are similar.

Question 5:
Tick the item that is closest in meaning to the following phrases.
1. to take issue with
(i) to accept
(ii) to discuss
(iii) to disagree
(iv) to add
2. to give vent to
(i) to express
(ii) to emphasise
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(iii) to suppress
(iv) to dismiss
3. to stand on one's feet
(i) to be physically strong
(ii) to be independent
(iii) to stand erect
(iv) to be successful
4. to be wound up
(i) to become active
(ii) to stop operating
(iii) to be transformed
(iv) to be destroyed
5. to meet one's match
(i) to meet a partner who has similar tastes
(ii) to meet an opponent
(iii) to meet someone who is equally able as oneself
(iv) to meet defeat
Answer:
1. (ii) to discuss
2. (i) to express
3. (ii) To be independent.
4. (ii) To stop operating
5. (iii) To meet someone who is equally able as oneself.
Question 6.1 (i):
He was visibly moved.
Answer:
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He was visibly moved means the concerned person was perceptibly moved.
Question 6.1 (ii):
He was visually impaired.
Answer:
He was visually impaired means the concerned person was impaired with respect to sight.
Question 6.2 (i) :
Green and black stripes were used alternately.
Answer:
Green and black stripes were used alternately means green and black stripes were used
reciprocally.
Question 6.2 (ii):
Green stripes could be used or alternatively black ones.
Answer:
Green stripes could be used or alternatively black ones means either green stripes could be
used or black ones, i.e., altering a choice.
Question 6.3 (i):
The team played the two matches successfully.
Answer:
The team played two matches successfully means the team played two matches with
success.
Question 6.3 (ii):
The team played two matches successively.
Answer:
The team played two matches successively means the team played two matches one after
another, i.e., in successive order.
Question 6.4 (i):
The librarian spoke respectfully to the learned scholar.
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Answer:
The librarian spoke respectfully to the learned scholar means the librarian spoke with full of
respect to the learned scholar.
Question 6.4 (ii):
You will find the historian and the scientist in the archaeology and natural science sections
of the museum respectively.
Answer:
You will find the historian and the scientist in the archaeology and natural sections of the
museum respectively means one will find the historian and the scientist in the archaeology
and natural sections of the museum individually.
Question 6.4 (iii):
Why do you think Professor Gaitonde decided never to preside over meetings again?
Answer:
Professor Gaitonde was experiencing a different version of the Battle of Panipat. According
to this version, the Marathas emerged victorious in the Battle and started extending
influence over the entire country. His mind was actually witnessing a different version of the
historical reality. Interestingly, he was also witnessing an event that was not conforming to
the conventions. The event was a lecture session on the outcomes of the Battle of Panipat.
In this lecture session Prof. Gaitonde observed that the chair of the President was vacant.
This again was contrary to the conventions. Prof. Gaitonde rushed to occupy the chair and
started explaining the need of a President in a lecture session like this. The public got angry
on this point and started throwing objects on him. He had a harrowing experience. This led
him to decide not to preside over meetings again.
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Question 1:
Notice these expressions in the text. Infer their meaning from the context.








Ducking back
Manoeuvres
Billowed
Swathe
Cairn of rocks
Careered down
Salt flats

Answer:








Ducking back: quickly going inside and then coming out
Manoeuvres: military exercises involving a large number of soldiers, ships, etc.
Billowed: filled with the air and swelled out
Swathe: literally: a long strip of land of something; contextually: a land stretched
with snow
Cairn of rocks: a pile of stones that mark a special place such as the top of a
mountain or a place where somebody is buried
Careered down: descending the slope
Salt flats: thatched roofed houses covered with snow

Question 2:
Notice the kind of English Tsetan uses while talking to the author. How do you think he
picked it up?
Answer:
Tsetan spoke short sentences, direct and simple. His English is simple; vocabulary not
rhetorical. Besides he called the author “sir” everywhere. He seems to pay much respect to
the author. He apparently was a tourist guide, whaich means daily interactions with foreign
tourists. That is where he must have picked up the language from. It is quiet possible that he
had broken knowledge of other languages as well.
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Question 3 (i):
The article has been titled ‘Silk Road.’
Answer:
The title of the article has been named on the historic silk road or routes. The network
connected the Afro-Eurasian landmass. It established trade of Chinese silk, spices, teas and
porcelain; Indian textiles, precious stones and pepper; and the Roman Empire's gold, silver,
fine glassware, wine, carpets and jewels. The road was named Silk Road largely because of
the silk trade with China. In the chapter the author travels to Mount Kailash, exploring the
Himalayan belt in Tibet. Since the author explored this region, the chapter is titled as Silk
Road.
Question 3 (ii):
Tibetan mastiffs were popular in China’s imperial courts.
Answer:
The Tibetan mastiffs are big headed beasts who fix their hunting eyes and cock their heads
on a stranger approaching. As one draws closer, they explode into action, darting like a
bullet from a gun and nearly as fast. They usually wear bright red collars adding to their
ferocious dark black look. They barked furiously with their massive jaws. They are
completely fearless of any entity and shoot straight to any advancing stranger. They do not
ease off before a chase of at least a hundred metres or so. Thus, it is not difficult to
understand why these ferocious Tibetan mastiffs became popular in China's imperial courts
as hunting dogs.
Question 3 (iii):
The author’s experience at Hor was in stark contrast to earlier accounts of the place.
Answer:
Hor was a grim, miserable place. The dust and rocks were scattered everywhere in
abundance; there was little vegetation. The place seemed unfortunate and dejected, though
it sat on the shore of the Lake Manasarovar. The author was flabbergasted to realise the
contrast in his experience to that of the earlier read accounts. A Japanese monk, Ekai
Kawaguchi, who had arrived there in 1990, was so moved by the sanctity of the lake t hat he
burst into tears. The hallowed waters had a similar effect on Sven Hedin, a Swede who was
not prone to sentimental outbursts. However, for the author, when he reached Hor, first he
had to get two punctures mended. The only relaxation was the tea served by a Chinese
youth in the only café in the town, which was constructed from badly painted concrete and
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had three broken windows. The good view of the lake through one of them helped to
compensate however.
Question 3 (iv):
The author was disappointed with Darchen.
Answer:
It was dark already when the author and Tsetan reached Darchen. They pulled up in a guest
house and it turned out to be another troubled night. The author's blocked nostril had been
causing much inconvenience. Though he tried to get accustomed to breathing by single
nostril, it was not providing him with enough oxygen. Tired, he started breathing through
mouth. There was some difficulty in his chest and received a sinus attack and so he sat up
the night. The next day on visiting the local medical college, the author was a bit relieved.
The medicines the doctor gave were helpful and that night he had a sound sleep.
Few days passed, the author was roaming the town. The life seemed mundane and no
visitors or pilgrims were at the sight. The few rudimentary general stores were selling
Chinese cigarettes, soap and other basic provisions and the prayer fags. Few gathered men
played pool at a battered table while near by women washed their hair in the icy water. This
all was not exactly what the author had expected. He was told that in the season of
Korathere lot of pilgrims visiting. All this came as a significant drawback to the author. It
seemed that he had arrived a bit too early. It all disappointed the author.
Question 3 (v):
The author thought that his positive thinking strategy worked well after all.
Answer:
The other afternoon when the author sat pondering his options over a glass of tea in the
only café of Darchen. He was wondering if he could do the Kora alone, he had no idea
whether the snow had cleared. Also, Tsetan had left and there was no one, who knew
English well enough, to communicate. Despite all odds, the author forced himself to think
positive and tried to be hopeful. Then he met Norbu, he had seen the book the author was
reading. Then he came and asked the author if he was English. The author judged from
Norbu's clothes that he did not belong to those parts. He had come to complete the Koraas
well. He worked in Beijing at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, in the Institute of
Ethnic Literature, he had been writing academic papers about the Kialish Kora and its
importance in various works of Buddhist literature for many years. Norbu suggested that he
and the author could be a team and this brought hope to the author; perhaps his positivethinking strategy was working after all.
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Question 4:
The sensitive behaviour of hill-folk.
Answer:
Hill folk are innocent and rustic people. They are very conservative and cultural. They do not
have the exposure of a city life. They are simple and humble. They are habitual to country
life, which is not fast. They are always ready to help. People who are from small towns are
religious and humane.
Question 5:
The reasons why people willingly undergo the travails of difficult journeys.
Answer:
People like Nick Middleton and Edward Michael "Bear" Grylls undergo the travails of
difficult journeys for not just one single reasons. They like to explore and experience the
adventure. Risk is the biggest of all addictions in the world and the challenges they take on
gives them the perfect rush. Nick is a geographer who likes to expose himself to nature. He
likes to survive the extreme and hostile conditions, like starving oxygen. The programme
Going to Extremes is about the extreme lifestyles he survives on. The adrenaline and the
excitement of these unusual experiences is unparalleled and unmatched. It is an addiction
that these explorers dwell on. It is their food for living.
Question 6 (i):
The purpose of the author’s journey to Mount Kailash.
Answer:
Nick Middleton is a physical geographer and has travelled to over 50 countries. A passionate
explorer, he likes to take on the challenges in the extreme conditions and survives them. His
experiences in hostile conditions are endured by a television series Going to Extremes. He
travels to Mount Kailash for the same reasons, surviving one of the most challenging and
hostile geographical territories. The author was fascinated to explore the ancient Silk Road.
He details his experience of the region and his mental as well as the physical striving.
However, had there been a bit of emotional and sentimental element dropped in, the write
up would have been more interesting to read.
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Question 6 (ii):
The author’s physical condition in Darchen.
Answer:
Darchen was a derelict; dusty and refused. When the author and Tsetan reached the town it
was dark already, they pulled up in a guest house. The night they settled in was troublesome
for the author. The open-air rubbish dump that passed for the town of Hor had set off his
cold once more . One of his nostrils blocked, he tried to accustom to breathing with one
nostril. However it did not provide him with sufficient oxygen so he tried to breathe from
mouth. Still he could not sleep, his chest felt heavy and the fear never let him sleep for the
rest of the night. The next morning Tsetan took him to the Darchen's medical college. The
doctor, after asking a few question, declared that the author had caught cold and the effects
of altitude. The doctor prescribed the author various medicines, one of which tasted like
cinnamon. That night after having the medicines the author had a sound sleep finally.
Question 6 (ii):
The author’s meeting with Norbu.
Answer:
The author had almost lost hope and felt absolutely helpless as the town seemed so
mundane with no pilgrims or visitors, despite it was the season of Kora. Only the locals were
busy carrying their daily activities of playing pool or ladies washing their head in the icy
water. It was all very disappointing for the author. Besides, now that Tsetan had also left, he
wondered how will he be able to communicate with anyone in English. He was not prepared
to complete the Kora on his own. He did not even know if the snow is cleared and had no
body to answer him this simple question. The author was sitting in the café when a man
walks up to him. Recognising the language in the book he is reading, he asks the author if he
was English. The author reckoned that the man was not from the region as he wore a
windcheater and metal-rimmed spectacles of a western style. The man told his name was
Norbu and he worked in Beijing at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, in the Institute
of Ethnic Literature. He as well had come to do the Kora. He had been writing academic
papers about the Kailash Kora and its importance in various works of Buddhist literature for
many years. They both were equally ill-equipped and were ideal companions for the
expedition.
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Question 6 (iv):
Tsetan’s support to the author during the journey.
Answer:
Tsetan had been much supportive to the author during the journey till till Darchen. Initially,
when the author, Daniel and Tsetan were leaving Ravu, Tsetan drove them through a route
that took them south-west, almost directly towards Mount Kailash. Throughout he was a
perfect guide. Soon, the turns became more sharper and bumpier. However, Tsetan drove
with caution and patience. He knew the places and was well prepared for no matter what
circumstances. He was caring yet an enlightened Buddhist. At Darchen he realised that the
author was not keeping well and so took him to the doctor's. However, he also told the
author that as a Buddhist, he knew that it did not really matter if the author passed away,
but he thought it would be bad for business. Also, Tsetan was a great asset to the author
during the trip as he knew English and helped the author throughout to communicate with
the locals.
Question 6 (v):
“As a Buddhist, he told me, he knew that it didn’t really matter if I passed away, but he
thought it would be bad for business.”
Answer:
Buddhism talks of rebirth. It does not propound Moksha. Hence, death is not an end and
Tsetan understood this, being a Buddhist. So, he told the author that even if he would have
died it would not have mattered as he will be reborn as the soul never dies and just wears a
new body, his soul would have still lived on. Besides, they were in Kailash, the holy place in
Buddhist culture. It would have been a blessing to have died in a place like that when he was
almost done with the Kora. However, as a business person he would have felt bad. First of
all loosing a customer like him would have not been good for his business. Plus, it might
have affected his business' reputation badly.
Question 7:
What do the following utterances indicate?
(i)“I told her, through Daniel ...”
(ii)“It’s a cold,” he said finally through Tsetan.
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Answer:
The author of course did not know Tibetan so he required Tsetan and Daniel to help him to
communicate with the locals. So it was always someone helping the author out to
communicate, translating his words in Tibetan. First Daniel did to make Lhamo understand
what the author was saying. Later, even at the doctor's, Tsetan translated for the author to
the doctor what he had to say.
Question 8:
The accounts of exotic places in legends and the reality.
Answer:
All the exotic places on earth have been much written and talked about already either in
legends or articles. There are several ancient myths attached to such places. It has been
seen in many cases, especially the river sources and mountain caves are associated with
religion and declared holy. However, in reality these places are nothing but nature's
beautiful treasures. Places like Kailash and Manasarovar occupy a prominent place in
Hinduism as well as Buddhism.
Question 9:
The narrative has many phrases to describe the scenic beauty of the mountainside like:
A flawless half-moon floated in a perfect blue sky.
Scan the text to locate other such picturesque phrases.
Answer:
Here are a few extracts from the text that describe the scenic beauty of the Tibet region:
"Extended banks of cloud like long French loaves glowed pink as the sun emerged to splash
the distant mountain tops with a rose-tinted blush."
"We entered a valley where the river was wide and mostly clogged with ice, brilliant white
and glinting in the sunshine. The trail hugged its bank, twisting with the meanders as we
gradually gained height and the valley sides closed in."
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Question 10:
Explain the use of the adjectives in the following phrases
(i) Shaggy monsters
(ii) Brackish lakes
(iii) Rickety table
(iv) Hairpin bend
(v) Rudimentary general stores
Answer:
(i) Shaggy monster: The fearful physical appearance of the Tibetan Mastiffs
(ii) Brackish lakes: The salty lakes of the Tibetan Plateau
(iii) Rickety table: An old rugged table that was almost shattered
(iv) Hairpin bend: Hairpin bend/turn is named after its physical resemblance to a hairpin.
Such a turn can be found on mountain roads.
(v) Rudimentary general stores: General stores selling only the basic consumer goods.
Question 11:
Guess the meaning of the following words.
kora

drokba

kyang

In which language are these words found?
Answer:
All these words are from the Tibetan language.
Kora: It is the circumambulationof a stupa or a temple. It is also a pilgrimage that the
Buddhists do toNamtso Lake and Mount Kailash, both holy sites in Tibet. It is also a type of
meditation.
Drokba: They are the nomads and shepherds around the Tibet region.
Kyang: It is a wild Tibetan ass.
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Poem 1- A Photograph
Question 1:
Infer the meaning of the following words from the context.
Padding transient
Now look up the dictionary to see if your inference is right.
Answer:
Paddling: To move a boat by means of paddles.
Transient: Something that stays at a place for a short time-period.
Question 2:
What does the word ‘cardboard’ denote in the poem? Why has this word been used?
Answer:
In the poem, the word ‘cardboard’ stands for the frame that supports and borders the
photograph. The photograph shows the poet’s mother as a twelve year old girl with two of
her cousins, Betty and Dolly. The word ‘cardboard’ has been used to depict that the
photograph is many years old. The use of cardboard as a photo frame was common in old
times.
Question 3:
What has the camera captured?
Answer:
The camera has captured a happy moment from the childhood days of the poet’s mother.
The photograph was taken when the poet’s mother (at the age of twelve or so) went to a
beach holiday with two of her cousins, Betty and Dolly. The captured picture serves as a
preserved memory both for the mother as well as the poet.
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Question 4:
What has not changed over the years? Does this suggest something to you?
Answer:
The lines, ‘And the sea, which appears to have changed less’ depicts that the sea have
stayed the same over the years. It has not changed at all.
These lines suggest a sharp contrast to the mortal human life. Human life is transitory and
temporary whereas the sea symbolizes permanence, immortality and eternity. The poet
makes use of the phrase ‘terribly transient feet’ to highlight the ephemeral nature of human
life
Question 5:
The poet’s mother laughed at the snapshot. What did this laugh indicate?
Answer:
The poet’s mother laughed while recalling a moment of her past captured in the
photograph. She looks back at her childhood days with nostalgia and recollects her innocent
joys. Looking at the picture years later brings in her mind the fond memories. She laughs at
the way they were dressed up for the beach holiday.
But in the midst of these pleasant memories, lies the pain of loss. The pain comes from the
acknowledgement that the lovely days of her childhood will never come back to her.
Question 6:
What is the meaning of the line “Both wry with the laboured ease of loss”.
Answer:
The context of the above lines is the mother’s recollection of her childhood days and the
poet’s recollection of her mother’s laughing face.
The mother has fond memories of her past but there is a sense of loss in recalling those
moments as they make her realise that the good old times of her childhood will never come
back. For the poet, the ‘loss’ refers to the loss of her mother. She has fond memories of her
dead mother but she misses her laughter and her presence that will never return to the
poet. Thus, both remember their pasts with a laugh that conceals sadness as none can relive those lost moments.
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Question 7:
What does “this circumstance” refer to?
Answer:
‘This circumstance’ refers to the present situation of the poet wherein the poet is absorbed
in the painful memory of her dead mother. Looking at the photograph and thinking of her
mother’s laughter, the poet also realises that it has been the same number of years since
her mother died as her mother’s age in the photograph.
Question 8:
The three stanzas depict three different phases. What are they?
Answer:
The first stanza refers to the childhood days of the poet’s mother when she was twelve
years old or so. The stanza depicts a photograph of her mother when she went for a beach
holiday with her cousins and uncle.
The second stanza refers to the poet’s childhood days when her mother had become an
adult. It depicts her mother recalling her childhood days while looking at the old photograph
of hers (mentioned in the first stanza).
In the last stanza, the poet’s adult life is described in which her mother is not with her
anymore. She has been dead for almost twelve years. The stanza depicts the poet’s looking
at the same photograph and recollecting her mother’s laughter. The loss of her mother puts
her in utter grief. She has no words to describe the terrible pain of her mother’s death.
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Poem 2 - The Laburnum Top
Question 1:
Look for some other poem on a bird or a tree in English or any other language.
Answer:
1. ‘Ode to a Nightingale’ by John Keats
2. ‘Yew Trees’ by William Wordsworth
3. ‘To the Cuckoo’ by William Wordsworth
4. ‘To a Skylark’ by P. B. Shelley
Question 2:
What do you notice about the beginning and the ending of the poem?
Answer:
The poem begins on a very melancholic note. The laburnum is described as standing silent
and still. There is no sign of movement. The leaves of the tree have started turning yellow
and the seeds have already fallen. It indicates the season of autumn.
At the end of the poem, the laburnum is left silent once again. This time the silence brings in
a note of emptiness in the poem after all the commotion that the goldfinch causes. When
she leaves the tree, ‘the laburnum subsides to empty’.
Question 3:
What laburnum is called in your language.
Answer:
Laburnum is known as Amaltas in Hindi.
Question 4:
The sound words
Answer:
‘chirrup’, ‘chitterings’ ‘trillings’, ‘whistle-chirrup’, ‘whisperings’.
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Question 5:
Words which describe ‘sleek’, ‘alert’, and ‘abrupt’
Answer:
Words which describe ‘sleek’ are tender, soft, smooth, shiny, glossy, etc.
Words which describe ‘alert’ are attentive, aware, vigilant, ready, prepared, etc
Words which describe ‘abrupt’ are sudden, sharp, quick, immediate, unforeseen, etc.
Question 6:
To what is the bird’s movement compared? What is the basis for the comparison?
Answer:
The movement of the bird is compared to that of a lizard.
A lizard moves in a sleek and smooth manner, reflecting a lot of dexterity in its alertness and
quickness of movement. Similarly, the entry of the goldfinch into the thickness of the tree is
‘sleek’, ‘alert’ and ‘abrupt’.
Question 7:
Which local bird is like the goldfinch.
Answer:
In India, Lutino Indian Ringneck, a singing bird with yellow feathers, is like the goldfinch.
Question 8:
The movement words
Answer:
‘enter’, ‘tremor’, ‘stokes’, ‘flirts’, ‘launches’
Question 9:
Words with the sound ‘ch’ as in ‘chart’ and ‘tr’ as in ‘trembles’ in the poem.
Answer:
In the poem, the words with the sound ‘ch’ are chirrup and chitterlings.
In the poem, the words with the sound ‘tr’ are tremor, trillings, and trembles.
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Question 10:
Why is the image of the engine evoked by the poet?
Answer:
Engine refers to the driving force that brings a machine to action. However, the engine also
needs fuel to work. Similarly, with the arrival of the goldfinch, ‘a machine starts up’ as the
entire tree livens up with the chitterings, singing and commotion caused by the bird and its
young ones. Thus, the tree is compared to a machine whose ignition is turned on by the
arrival of the bird.
Question 11:
The dominant colour in the poem
Answer:
Yellow is the dominant colour in the poem.
Question 12:
Other sounds that occur frequently in the poem.
Answer:
The other sounds that occur frequently in the poem are listed below.
‘-st’ as in still, startlement and stokes.
'-ill' as in still, till, trillings and thrills.
'-ing' as in ‘yellowing, twitching, chitterings, wings, trillings, showing and whisperings.
Question 13:
What do you like the most about the poem?
Answer:
The poem presents a beautiful interaction between the elements of nature – the tree and
the bird. The universal concept of the exchange of energy is aspect in the poem. The
goldfinch enlivens the tree with its presence while the tree serves as a nesting place for the
goldfinch’s family.
(The above answer is only a sample provided for students' reference. It is strongly
recommended that students prepare the answer on their own.)
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Question 14:
What does the phrase “her barred face identity mask” mean?
Answer:
The bird mentioned in the poem has black markings similar to a mask. Looking beyond the
physical, it seems to refer to the fact that her family sees her as she truly is. Throughout the
day she may wear many masks, however, it is impossible to hide one's true self at the end of
the day.
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Poem 3- The Voice of the Rain
Question 1:
1. There are two voices in the poem. Who do they belong to? Which lines indicate this?
2. What does the phrase “strange to tell” mean?
3. There is a parallel drawn between rain and music. Which words indicate this? Explain
the similarity between the two.
4. How is the cyclic movement of rain brought out in the poem? Compare it with what you
have learnt in science.
5. Why are the last two lines put within brackets?
6. List the pair of opposites found in the poem.
Answer:
1. The poem begins in a conversational tone. The two voices in the poem are the voice of
the poet and the voice of the rain.
The lines that indicate the voice of the poet and the rain are, “And who art thou? Said I to
the soft-falling shower,” and the lines that indicate the voice of the rain are, “I am the Poem
of Earth, said the voice of the rain”.
2. The phrase “strange to tell” means that it is quite strange for the poet to believe and
express in words that the soft-falling rain replied to his question. At the beginning of the
poem, the poet inquires the rain about its identity, to which the rain replies that it is the
‘Poem of Earth’.
3. The lines, “I am the Poem of Earth”, said by the voice of the rain, reflects a connection
between rain and poetry. This connection becomes more conspicuous in the final two lines,
“(For song, issuing from its birth-place, after fulfillment, wandering
Reck’d or unreck’d, duly with love returns)”.
In these lines, the poet draws similarities between rain and music observing that the lifecycle of rain and song are alike. The song issues from the heart of the poet and travels to
reach others. It wanders and, whether heard and enjoyed or not, eventually returns to its
creator with all due love. Similarly, rain originates from the earth, and after fulfilling its role
of spreading beauty and purity, returns to its origin. Both are perpetual in nature.
Moreover, the sound of the soft-falling rain is in itself a kind of music.
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4. In the poem, the water rises from the ‘land and the bottomless sea’ to reach the sky.
There, it transforms itself into vague formation of clouds, different in their structure than
the water from which they originate. After wandering, these clouds descend to the earth in
the form of rain to provide relief to the drought-ridden areas and infuse life into the unborn
and latent seeds. The rain renders the earth with beauty and purity.
In science, we learn the cyclical process of rain in terms like evaporation, condensation,
precipitation, flowing rivers, ground water and ocean water etc, while in the poem the same
process becomes interesting and unusual. The rain speaks itself to describe its course. The
poem puts forward how rain never loses its core essence even after changing into various
forms.
5. The last two lines of the poem have been put within brackets as they do not form the part
of the conversation between the poet and the rain.
The lines in the bracket indicate the reflections, observations and thoughts of the poet. He
makes observations about the life-course of a song and draws similarities between the lifecycle of a song and rain.
6.
(a) Day, night
(b) Reck’d, unreck’d
(c) Rise, descend
Question 2:
Notice the following sentence patterns.
1. And who art thou? said I to the soft-falling shower.
2. I am the Poem of Earth, said the voice of the rain.
3. Eternal I rise
4. For song…duly with love returns
Rewrite the above sentences in prose.
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Answer:
1. I enquired the soft-falling rain about its identity.
2. The voice of the rain introduced itself as the Poem of Earth.
3. The voice of the rain explained its upward movement towards the sky as eternal.
4. The poet says that, similar to the natural cycle of the rain, a song originates from the
heart of the poet, travels to reach others and after fulfilling its purpose (whether
acknowledged or not), it returns to the poet with all due love.
Question 3:
Look for some more poems on the rain and see how this one is different from them.
Answer:
(1) ‘The Rainy Day’ by Rabindranath Tagore.
(2) ‘Song for the Rainy Season’ by Elizabthe Bishop
(3) ‘An Autumn Rain-Scene’ by Thomas Hardy
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Question 1:
Identify the stanzas that talks of each of the following.
Individuality rationalism hypocrisy
Answer:
Individuality- Third stanza
Rationalism- First stanza
Hypocrisy- Second stanza
Question 2:
What according to the poem is involved in the process of growing up?
Answer:
According to the poem, the process of growing up involves the attainment of mental
maturity. A person is said to be grown up when he has become logical, rational and is able
to build his own thoughts. A grown up has the power to distinguish between reality and
fantasy.
A grown up individual understands the actions of others just as the poet recognises the
hiatus between the preaching and the practice of the adults. He realises the hypocrisy and
the double standards maintained by the adults. A mature individual also asserts his thoughts
and opinions. The poet realises that he himself is the master of his mind and can form
thoughts and opinions of his own.
Question 3:
What is the poet’s feeling towards childhood?
Answer:
What is the poet’s feeling towards childhood?For the poet, childhood seems to be a thing of
past. He ponders over the questions as to ‘when’ and ‘where’ did his childhood go. He tries
to identify the specific moment, time or day when he lost his childhood and stepped into
adulthood.
He indicates that childhood is naive and does not understand hypocrisy. At this stage of life,
rational thinking and individuality are yet to be developed. The poet feels that his childhood
is gone forever and can only be found in the innocent face of an infant.
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Question 4:
Which do you think are the most poetic lines? Why?
Answer:
The lines that seem to be the most poetic are:
‘It went to some forgotten place,
That’s hidden in an infant’s face;
That’s all I know.’
The above lines conclude the questions and the speculations of the poet regarding his lost
childhood. The lines beautifully depict the poet’s realisation of the loss of the most
important stage of his life. He finally realises that his childhood has gone to some forgotten
place and that place could only be found hidden in an infant’s innocent face.
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Poem 5- Father to Son
Question 1:
Does the poem talk of an exclusively personal experience or is it fairly universal?
Answer:
Though the poem seems to talk exclusively of the personal experiences of a father, it is fairly
universal in the problems that it addresses from the father’s perspective.
At the surface, the poem communicates the pain and helplessness of a father who wishes to
mend the differences with his son in order to be with him. However, the theme of the poem
is universal. Generation gap and lack of communication between parents and children are
quite common these days. It speaks of the pain that parents go through due to being
distanced from their children, both physically and emotionally.
Question 2:
How is the father’s helplessness brought out in the poem?
Answer:
The helplessness of the father is highlighted through the depiction of the emotional struggle
that he undergoes. He is aware of the problem and is willing to resolve it, but is unable to do
so. He regrets the lack of a strong emotional bond and proper communication with his son
who is also physically distanced from him.
Question 3:
Identify the phrases and lines that indicate distance between father and son.
Answer:
Phrases/lines that indicate distance between the father and the son are:
1. ‘I do not understand this child’
2. ‘I know / Nothing of him’
3. ‘We speak like strangers’
4. ‘there’s no sign/ Of understanding in the air’
5. ‘Silence surrounds us.’
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Question 4:
Does the poem have a consistent rhyme scheme?
Answer:
No, the poem does not follow a consistent rhyme scheme.
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Chapter 1- Note-Making
Question 1:
Underline the important words and phrases.
Answer:
The energy stored in coal and petroleum originally came to the earth from the sun.
The bulk of the present-day supplies was laid down some 200 to 600 million years ago,
when tropical conditions were widespread. Lush, swampy forests produced huge trees;
warm coastal seas swarmed with microscopic forms of life. When these organisms died,
much of their tissue was recycled as it is today — through scavenging and decay. But
a significant amount of dead plant and animal material was covered with mud,
which prevented complete decomposition.
With the passage of time, layer upon layer of the fine sediment was deposited over the
once-living material; the sheer weight turned the sediments to rock. Sandwiched between
the layers, both coal and petroleum were produced and preserved under pressure. Coal
was formed mostly of giant fern-like plants that have only small counterparts today. Coal
may still be forming here and there on earth, but conditions are not right for the
production of significant quantities.
Question 2:
Write down points without fully expanding verbs, numbering them as you do.
Answer:
1) Energy stored in coal, petroleum came from sun
2) bulk of present-day supplies – laid down some 200-600 million years ago
3) coastal seas teemed with microscopic forms of life in tropical conditions – these
organisms
died – tissues recycled through scavenging and decay
4) dead plants and animals covered with mud, prevented from total decomposition
5) layers of sediments- weight accumulation – sediments turned into rocks – pressure built –
formation of coal and petroleum preserved under pressure
6) today, conditions unsuitable for coal – production not in significant quantities
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Question 3:
Combine related points.
Answer:
1) Energy stored in coal, petroleum came from sun
2) bulk of present-day supplies laid down some 200-600 million years ago
3) abundance of microscopic forms of life in tropical conditions
4) organisms died – tissues recycled through scavenging and decay
5) prevention from total decomposition- considerable portion of dead animal and plant
remained covered with mud
6) over the years, sediments hardened to form rocks
7) production of coal, petroleum under pressure
8) present day conditions not suitable for coal-formation
Question 4:
Group related points.
Answer:
1) Energy stored in coal and petroleum came from sun
- bulk of present-day supplies laid down some 200-600 million years ago
2) abundance of microscopic forms of life in tropical conditions
-Dead organisms
-Tissues recycled through scavenging and decay
3) Total decomposition of considerable dead plants and animals prevented by being covered
with mud
4) Formation of rocks as the sediments hardened
5) Coal, petroleum produced by compression of matter between rocks
6) Present times, unsuitable for coal formation
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Question 5:
Change the verbs to nouns and begin points with them.
Answer:
- Storage of energy from sun in coal and petroleum
- Deposit of bulk supplies 200-600 million years ago
- Abundance of microscopic forms of life in tropical conditions
- Death of microscopic life forms leading to recycling through decay
- Prevention of total decomposition by significant amount of dead plants and animals being
covered with mud
- Hardening of sediments, over the years, led to rock-formation
- Production of coal, petroleum by compression of matter between rocks
- Unsuitability of present-day conditions for coal-formation
Question 6:
Number the points.
Answer:
1. Storage of energy from sun in coal and petroleum
2. Deposit of bulk supplies 200-600 million years ago
3. Abundance of microscopic forms of life in tropical conditions
4. Death of microscopic life forms leading to recycling through decay
5. Prevention of total decomposition by significant amount of dead plants and animals being
covered with mud
6. Hardening of sediments, over the years, led to rock-formation
7. Production of coal, petroleum by compression of matter between rocks
8. Unsuitability of present-day conditions for coal-formation
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Chapter 2- Summarising
Question 1:
Read the text below and summarise it.
Green Sahara
The Great Desert Where Hippos Once Wallowed
The Sahara sets a standard for dry land. It’s the world’s largest desert. Relative humidity
can drop into the low single digits. There are places where it rains only about once a
century. There are people who reach the end of their lives without ever seeing water
come from the sky.
Yet beneath the Sahara are vast aquifers of fresh water, enough liquid to fill a small sea. It
is fossil water, a treasure laid down in prehistoric times, some of it possibly a million years
old. Just 6,000 years ago, the Sahara was a much different place.
It was green. Prehistoric rock art in the Sahara shows something surprising:
hippopotamuses, which need year-round water.
“We don’t have much evidence of a tropical paradise out there, but we had something
perfectly liveable,” says Jennifer Smith, a geologist at Washington University in St Louis.
The green Sahara was the product of the migration of the paleo-monsoon. In the same
way that ice ages come and go, so too do monsoons migrate north and south. The
dynamics of earth’s motion are responsible. The tilt of the earth’s axis varies in a regular
cycle — sometimes the planet is more tilted towards the sun, sometimes less so. The axis
also wobbles like a spinning top. The date of the earth’s perihelion — its closest approach
to the sun — varies in cycle as well.
At times when the Northern Hemisphere tilts sharply towards the sun and the planet
makes its closest approach, the increased blast of sunlight during the north’s summer
months can cause the African monsoon (which currently occurs between the Equator and
roughly 17°N latitude) to shift to the north as it did 10,000 years ago, inundating North
Africa.
Around 5,000 years ago the monsoon shifted dramatically southward again. The
prehistoric inhabitants of the Sahara discovered that their relatively green surroundings
were undergoing something worse than a drought (and perhaps they migrated towards
the Nile Valley, where Egyptian culture began to flourish at around the same time).
“We’re learning, and only in recent years, that some climate changes in the past have
been as rapid as anything underway today,” says Robert Giegengack, a University of
Pennsylvania geologist.
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As the land dried out and vegetation decreased, the soil lost its ability to hold water when
it did rain. Fewer clouds formed from evaporation. When it rained, the water washed
away and evaporated quickly. There was a kind of runaway drying effect. By 4,000 years
ago the Sahara had become what it is today.
No one knows how human-driven climate change may alter the Sahara in the future. It’s
something scientists can ponder while sipping bottled fossil water pumped from
underground.
“It’s the best water in Egypt,” Giegengack said — clean, refreshing mineral water. If you
want to drink something good, try the ancient buried treasure of the Sahara.
JOEL ACHENBACK
Staff Writer, Washington Post
Answer:
Sahara is the world’s largest desert. Yet beneath its surface could be found vast aquifers of
fresh water. The basis of the huge ‘buried treasure’ of water was laid down in prehistoric
times. The water found is clean and refreshing.
6000 years ago, Sahara was quite a different place. It was full of greenery and water.
Prehistoric rock-art of Sahara indicates the presence of hippopotamuses which need water
round the year. Migration of Paleo-monsoon to the Sahara region led to its wet and rainy
climatic conditions.
Later, around 5000 years ago, the monsoon shifted towards south, leaving Sahara in a state
of drought. This led the inhabitants to migrate to the Nile Valley. The shift in the earth’s axis
and decreased precipitation left the place dried out. Consequently, the soil lost its ability to
hold water and vegetation decreased. For the past 4000 years Sahara has remained the
same.
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Chapter 3- Sub-Titling
Question 1:
Notice the italicized sentence placed at the top of the article which tells us at a glance
what the article is about.
Answer:
(For this, students just need to read the italicized sentence at the top of the article and
notice how it puts forth the main idea of the article.)
Question 2:
Divide the article into four sections based on the shifts in the sub-topics and give a
suitable sub-heading for each section. One has been done for you in the article as an
example.
Answer:
(The first sub-topic has been given in the article. The other three are given below.)
Ineffective policies for the basic amenities of life
Post-liberalisation policies have tended to largely disregard other key factors that affect the
quality of life in cities and towns: poverty, lack of sanitation, water shortages, gross under
supply of affordable housing, and traffic chaos generated by automobile dependence, in
turn created by neglect of public transport.
In the absence of a hygienic environment and safe water supply, chronic water-borne
diseases such as cholera and other communicable diseases continue to stalk the poor in the
biggest cities.
It must be sobering to the affluent layers of the population that nearly14 million Indian
households (forming 26 per cent of the total) in the urban areas do not have a latrine within
the house, as per the Census of India 2001; some 14 per cent have only rudimentary ‘pit’
facilities. The number of households without a drainage connection stands at 11.8 million
(representing 22.1 per cent of households). Migration to cities continues and infrastructure
to treat sewage is grossly inadequate to meet the demand even where it exists.
It is unlikely that the quality of the urban environment can be dramatically improved
therefore, if such fundamental questions remain unresolved.
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Frequent road accidents
Urban transport receives scant attention from policymakers. Policy distortions have led to
rising automobile dependency, higher safety risks for road users, and land use plans that are
based not on the needs of people, but primarily designed to facilitate use of private
motorised vehicles.
It comes as no surprise therefore that pedestrians and bicycle riders, who form 30 to 70 per
cent of peak hour traffic in most urban centres, also make up a large proportion of fatalities
in road accidents. A paper prepared by the Transport Researchand Injury Prevention
Programme (TRIPP) of the Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi, says pedestrianfatalities in
Mumbai and Delhi were nearly 78 per cent and 53 per cent of the total, according to recent
data, compared to 13 per cent and 12 per cent in Germany and the United States.
Such alarming death rates — and an equally high injury rate — should persuade
policymakers to revisit their urban planning strategies and correct the distortions. But
manycities such as Chennai have actually done the reverse — reduced footpaths and areas
for pedestrian use to facilitate unrestricted use of motorised vehicles.
Innovative urban plans adopted in Curitiba
The practice in progressive world cities has been different. Curitiba in Brazil, which has
attracted global attention for innovative urban plans using low-cost technologies, has done
everything that Indian policymakers would dread to do. Starting in the 1970s, this provincial
centre with the highest per capita ownership of cars in Brazil (other than the capital) at the
time, banned automobiles from many crowded areas in favour of pedestrians, built an
internationally acknowledged bus system that reduced household commuting expenditure
to below the national average, and created new housing areas that were provided transport
links in a planned manner. Some of the prestigious land development in the city, including a
new Opera House, came up in abandoned sites such as quarries.
The bus-way system cut riding time by a third, Scientific American noted in a review in the
mid-1990s, by providing for advance ticketing, specially designed boarding areas with wider
doors for entry/exit and dedicated lanes for faster transit.
In another low-cost initiative, Curitiba managed floods with a dedication that Mumbai,
Bangalore, and Chennai can only marvel at. The city created large artificial lakes in suitable
places that filled up in the monsoon, avoiding flooding of residential areas. In the summer,
these lakes turned into parks to provide recreational spaces.
State administrations and urban planning bodies in India follow policies that, ironically,
allow filling of existing wetlands by real estate lobbies, leading to flooding. The residents
then demand expensive new storm water drains.
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Examples such as Curitiba show that inclusive development models for urban renewal are
workable. If only the state and local governments can be persuaded to adopt a rights-based
approach to affordable housing, sanitation, water supply, mobility and a clean environment,
instead of a market-oriented model that lays excessive emphasis on recovery of costs
incurred by profit-oriented private sector service provision. Support from a progressive
middle class and trade unions is equally critical to bring about genuine urban renewal.
Question 3:
Look for pictures in newspapers and magazines that depict the urban civic problems
discussed in the text. Cut them out and pin them to the text at appropriate places.
Answer:
(Students are recommended to answer this question on their own.)
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Question 1:
Notice the italicized sentence placed at the top of the article which tells us at a glance
what the article is about.
Answer:
(For this, students just need to read the italicized sentence at the top of the article and
notice how it puts forth the main idea of the article.)
Question 2:
Divide the article into four sections based on the shifts in the sub-topics and give a
suitable sub-heading for each section. One has been done for you in the article as an
example.
Answer:
(The first sub-topic has been given in the article. The other three are given below.)
Ineffective policies for the basic amenities of life
Post-liberalisation policies have tended to largely disregard other key factors that affect the
quality of life in cities and towns: poverty, lack of sanitation, water shortages, gross under
supply of affordable housing, and traffic chaos generated by automobile dependence, in
turn created by neglect of public transport.
In the absence of a hygienic environment and safe water supply, chronic water-borne
diseases such as cholera and other communicable diseases continue to stalk the poor in the
biggest cities.
It must be sobering to the affluent layers of the population that nearly14 million Indian
households (forming 26 per cent of the total) in the urban areas do not have a latrine within
the house, as per the Census of India 2001; some 14 per cent have only rudimentary ‘pit’
facilities. The number of households without a drainage connection stands at 11.8 million
(representing 22.1 per cent of households). Migration to cities continues and infrastructure
to treat sewage is grossly inadequate to meet the demand even where it exists.
It is unlikely that the quality of the urban environment can be dramatically improved
therefore, if such fundamental questions remain unresolved.
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Frequent road accidents
Urban transport receives scant attention from policymakers. Policy distortions have led to
rising automobile dependency, higher safety risks for road users, and land use plans that are
based not on the needs of people, but primarily designed to facilitate use of private
motorised vehicles.
It comes as no surprise therefore that pedestrians and bicycle riders, who form 30 to 70 per
cent of peak hour traffic in most urban centres, also make up a large proportion of fatalities
in road accidents. A paper prepared by the Transport Researchand Injury Prevention
Programme (TRIPP) of the Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi, says pedestrianfatalities in
Mumbai and Delhi were nearly 78 per cent and 53 per cent of the total, according to recent
data, compared to 13 per cent and 12 per cent in Germany and the United States.
Such alarming death rates — and an equally high injury rate — should persuade
policymakers to revisit their urban planning strategies and correct the distortions. But
manycities such as Chennai have actually done the reverse — reduced footpaths and areas
for pedestrian use to facilitate unrestricted use of motorised vehicles.
Innovative urban plans adopted in Curitiba
The practice in progressive world cities has been different. Curitiba in Brazil, which has
attracted global attention for innovative urban plans using low-cost technologies, has done
everything that Indian policymakers would dread to do. Starting in the 1970s, this provincial
centre with the highest per capita ownership of cars in Brazil (other than the capital) at the
time, banned automobiles from many crowded areas in favour of pedestrians, built an
internationally acknowledged bus system that reduced household commuting expenditure
to below the national average, and created new housing areas that were provided transport
links in a planned manner. Some of the prestigious land development in the city, including a
new Opera House, came up in abandoned sites such as quarries.
The bus-way system cut riding time by a third, Scientific American noted in a review in the
mid-1990s, by providing for advance ticketing, specially designed boarding areas with wider
doors for entry/exit and dedicated lanes for faster transit.
In another low-cost initiative, Curitiba managed floods with a dedication that Mumbai,
Bangalore, and Chennai can only marvel at. The city created large artificial lakes in suitable
places that filled up in the monsoon, avoiding flooding of residential areas. In the summer,
these lakes turned into parks to provide recreational spaces.
State administrations and urban planning bodies in India follow policies that, ironically,
allow filling of existing wetlands by real estate lobbies, leading to flooding. The residents
then demand expensive new storm water drains.
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Examples such as Curitiba show that inclusive development models for urban renewal are
workable. If only the state and local governments can be persuaded to adopt a rights-based
approach to affordable housing, sanitation, water supply, mobility and a clean environment,
instead of a market-oriented model that lays excessive emphasis on recovery of costs
incurred by profit-oriented private sector service provision. Support from a progressive
middle class and trade unions is equally critical to bring about genuine urban renewal.
Question 3:
Look for pictures in newspapers and magazines that depict the urban civic problems
discussed in the text. Cut them out and pin them to the text at appropriate places.
Answer:
(Students are recommended to answer this question on their own.)
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Chapter 5 Letter Writing
Question 1:
You have not received your Roll number card for the Class XII examination. Write a letter
to the Registrar Examination Branch CBSE asking for it.
Answer:
Rakesh Sharma
Class: XII, Sec. B
St. Thomas School
Delhi
February 20, 2012
The Registrar
Examination Branch
CBSE
Delhi
Dear Sir/Madam,
Subject: Inquiry about the roll number card for class XII board examination
This is to inform you that I have not received my roll number card for the forthcoming Class
XII board examination. The examinations are scheduled from March 14, 2013 and the roll
number is generally expected to be received one month prior to the examination.
As all the students of my class have already received their respective roll number cards, I am
afraid that my card has not been issued or has been misplaced during the delivery process.
I, therefore, request you to kindly issue my roll number card for the forthcoming
examination without which I will be debarred from sitting in the examination. I am
furnishing my details for your kind consideration.
Rakesh Sharma
Class: XII, Sec. B
Class roll no. - 35,
St. Thomas School
Delhi
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Yours truly,
Rakesh Sharma
Question 2:
Write a letter to the President, Residents' welfare Association of your locality suggesting
some measures that could be taken for solving the problem of water scarcity and
conserving water.
Answer:
67, Mansarovar plaza
New Delhi
October 7, 2012
The President
Residents’ Welfare Association
Mansarovar plaza
New Delhi
Dear Sir,
Subject: Problem of water scarcity and measures for water conservation
On behalf of the residents of Mansarovar plaza, I would like to draw your attention to the
pressing problem of water scarcity in our society. The water supply is not enough to cater to
the needs of the residents. Despite this situation, many people are not concerned about
water being wasted in house hold chores, washing of cars, etc.
In this backdrop, I have few suggestions to address the above mentioned issue. A seminar
cum workshop could be organised to discuss the issue with the residents. Water
conservation experts may be invited to make us aware about various methods and
technologies available to conserve water. Moreover, the residents should be sensitised to
conserve water while bathing, cooking, washing clothes, utensils, etc. Alternatively, a door
to door campaign can be organised to spread awareness among the residents about the
need for conserving water.
I request you to kindly take immediate steps to address the issue of water scarcity and
conservation measures and motivate the residents to solve the problem collectively.
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Yours truly,
Rajesh Khattar
Question 3:
Write a letter to the editor of a newspaper expressing your views on the deteriorating law
and order situation in your city.
Answer:
A-15
Sarojini Nagar
New Delhi
October 18, 2012
The Editor
The Times of India
New Delhi
Dear Sir,
Subject: Deteriorating law and order situation in the city
Through the columns of your esteemed newspaper, I would like to draw the attention of the
concerned authorities to the fast deteriorating law and order situation in the city.
The inhabitants of this city are going through a phase of panic. Media is repeatedly
reporting crime stories of rape, arson, kidnapping, burglary and theft.
Our city is world famous as a tourist and business hub. Due to deterioration of law and
order situation, the number of tourists has decreased and participants for business fairs are
also withdrawing their participation. In this context, it is advisable that the concerned
authorities should rope in paramilitary forces to tackle the deteriorating law and order
situation. It is a matter of concern that intelligence agencies failed to provide adequate and
timely clues about various incidents which have taken place recently, creating panic among
people.
While immediately taking hold of the situation, the government should take steps in
allocating adequate funds for the development of the adjoining areas of the city. This will
bring about a permanent solution to the problem. I hope the concerned authorities will take
the required measures on an urgent basis.
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Yours truly,
Nandita Yadav
Question 4:
Write a letter to your friend narrating your experiences in a rescue operation.
Answer:
154,
Radhapur
Delhi
September 21, 2012
Dear Friend,
I am writing this letter to share my experiences during a rescue operation. You might have
heard about the recent earthquake that rocked some areas of Sikkim. The earthquake was
devastating, killing thousands and rendering hundreds of people homeless.
Being the part of NCC of my school, I got the opportunity to participate in the noble mission
of helping the distressed. We started the rescue operation on the morning of Sept 15, 2012.
Foul smell was coming from all directions. Many were dead and some were stranded in the
debris. In the first half my team was able to rescue 60 people. We carried them to the
nearby tents erected by the Army Medical Corps. We worked round the clock and the
operation continued for three days. I could not sleep at night as the scenes of helpless
people kept streaming in my mind. After we returned, the school staff and the officer in
charge of NCC appreciated our work.
I would also suggest you to join the NCC as a cadet and play constructive role whenever
required.
Yours truly,
Ritesh Thakur
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Question 5:
Write a letter to the editor of a magazine describing a dance performance you have seen
or an art gallery you have visited.
Answer:
F-10
Malviya Nagar
New Delhi
November 18, 2012
The Editor
The Week
New Delhi
Dear Sir,
Subject: Visit to an art gallery
Through the columns of your esteemed magazine, I would like to share the experiences of
my recent visit to an art gallery, which showcases the art work of visually challenged people.
The art gallery named Inner Eye is rightly named as it shows how the visually challenged
artists from various parts of the country express their inner vision, perception and
sensibilities through the medium of colour and brush.
The painting exhibition was inaugurated by Hiren Pathak, an eminent art critic. The theme
of the paintings ranged from corruption, climate and poverty to the themes of mythology.
Some works displayed fusion of styles like the traditional Madhubani style with modern art.
Post-modernist trends were also noticed. The management of the art gallery deserves
compliments for undertaking the stupendous task of promoting the works of the visually
challenged.
The exhibition reminded me of a saying by Shakespeare: “What a piece of work is man, how
noble in reason, how infinite in faculties!” The exhibition was inspiring, motivating and a
glaring example of the capabilities of man.
Yours truly,
Natasha Bhatt
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Chapter 6 Creative Writting
Question 1:
Activity I
Put down the images that come to your mind immediately when you see the words in the
box.
Cat cupboard wall pond bird
Answer:
Cat: rat, milk, fur
Cupboard: Clothes, books
Wall: Clock, paint, colours
Pond: ducks, water, lotus
Bird: tree, nest, sky
Question 2:
Activity II
Try to write four lines of poetry or four sentences of prose with one of these as the
starting point.
Answer:
A bird is a beautiful little creature. It is an epitome of freedom and independence. Human
beings must derive inspiration from the hard work they do to fetch their food and make
their nests. Seeing them winging in the vast sky fascinates children to fly as high as them.
(A model answer has been provided for students' reference. It is strongly recommended
that students prepare the answer on their own.)
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Question 3:
Activity III
Write a short story beginning with this sentence:
When the last of the guests left, I went back into the hall.
Answer:
When the last of the guests left, I went back into the hall to look for my mobile phone that I
had left by mistake. As I went near the table that I had occupied, I saw a man hiding under
it. The black mask he wore covered the whole face except his brown eyes, which were filled
with terror.
Though dressed as a thief, he seemed incapable of stealing. When I asked him to come out
of his hiding, he complied. Standing face to face with the man who had come to rob my
house, the only thing I was able to notice about him was his teary, simple and honest eyes.
On being asked to remove his mask and reveal his true identity, he broke down
inconsolably. I gave him water to drink and made him sit comfortably. He revealed that he
had decided to take to robbery as the last resort to save his daughter's life, who was in
coma. Hearing this, I decided to not report the matter to the police.
Already regretting taking to robbery, he was grateful that I was not handing him over to the
police. Though he refused to take financial help from me, I insisted. He promised never to
rob anyone and work hard to fight the problems of his life.
Question 4:
Activity IV
Look for a story, a poem and a newspaper article on environment conservation and see
how the style of each is different from the other.
Answer:
1. The Ailing Planet: the Green Movement’s Role by Nani Palkhivala (newspaper article)
2. ‘Country Town’ by Judith Wright (poem)
3. 'Environment story for children' by Ninfa Ortiz
(This question is to be answered on the basis of students' own reading, understanding and
experience. However, names of a newspaper article, a poem and a story on the
conservation of environment have been provided for students' reference)
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